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1.0 Scope and Application: 
1.1 Appropriate disposal of Regulated Medical Waste (RMW) is everyone’s responsibility, from the 

laboratory worker who generates the waste to the hauler who transports that waste to its final 
destination. Proper management reduces the level of concerns with respect to public health and 
environmental hazards associated with improper disposal of RMW.  This procedure provides guidance 
for the collection, transport and removal of RMW in Weill Hall. 

 
2.0 Purpose: 

2.1 To provide a standard operating procedure for labs within Weill Hall to collect and dispose of regulated 
medical waste in a safe and responsible manner. 

 
3.0 Responsibilities: 

3.1 Facilities Director – the Facilities Director or designee will ensure that this procedure is communicated 
to all building occupants and all affected parties.  

3.2 Principal Investigator – the Principal Investigator, along with their Lab Safety Representative, is 
responsible to ensure that their lab personnel are following this SOP and other Cornell Policies related 
to the handling of regulated medical waste. 

3.3 Lab Safety Representative – the Lab Safety Representative is responsible to ensure that their lab 
personnel are following this SOP and other Cornell Policies related to the handling of regulated medical 
waste. 

 
4.0 Procedures: 

4.1 How to handle Regulated Medical Waste (RMW) generated in the lab: 
4.1.1 For instructions on how to properly prepare laboratory waste for disposal at Weill Hall, please 

follow Cornell’s Laboratory Waste Disposal Guide, which is included as Appendix A to this 
procedure.   

4.1.2 You can also refer to the Visual Laboratory Waste Disposal Guide found on Cornell’s EH&S 
website at https://ehs.cornell.edu/system/files/private/resource-files/Poster_Waste_Guide.pdf 

4.1.3 If you have any questions related to this guide, please contact EH&S at 255-8200 or Weill Hall 
Facilities at whfs@cornell.edu.  

4.2 What to do with RMW generated in the lab: 
4.2.1 Segregate the RMW into red biohazard bags (double bag) or sharps disposal containers.  
4.2.2 Once the RMW bag or sharps container is full, it is the responsibility of each lab to transport 

this waste to Room B97 Weill Hall.  
4.2.3 Waste should never be transported through the public office corridors, the atrium or passenger 

elevators.  Always use the service elevators and basement corridors to reach the loading dock. 
4.2.4 Waste bags should never be left on floors or other areas without secondary containment. 
4.2.5 Seal bags with zip ties, twist ties, or tape and secure the lid on sharps disposal containers. 
4.2.6 Attach a label to each bag or container which includes: 1) name, 2) building name/lab room 

number, and 3) phone number.  You may use printer label sheets (such as Avery) and pre-print 
your lab group information. There are also blank labels and Sharpies in the B97 Waste Room 
for your convenience. 

4.2.7 Don a pair of disposable gloves and place bags or containers in a tray or bin and use a 
laboratory cart to move the waste. Alternatively, you can use a covered secondary container. 
Make sure to remove at least one of your gloves while passing through doors or elevators to 
prevent your gloves from touching any door handles or elevator buttons. 

 

https://ehs.cornell.edu/system/files/private/resource-files/Poster_Waste_Guide.pdf
mailto:whfs@cornell.edu
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CAUTION: Do not hand carry your waste. 
 

    
 

4.2.8 Remove gloves and transport bags and containers to the RMW room B97 within the trash 
compactor room B82 at the loading dock area (see floor plan below). Room B97 contains 
several large bulk containers for RMW, and the bagged waste must be placed in one of these 
containers. 

 
 

4.2.9 Don a clean pair of gloves, or use your remaining gloved hand, to transfer waste from your 
cart/container to the staged containers in the waste room. 

4.2.10 Decontaminate any small spills (a few mls) or contaminated surfaces with a disinfectant. 
Contact EH&S (255-8200) in case of large spills or release of contaminated materials. 
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4.2.11 EHS will pick up waste from room B97 twice per week, so it is not necessary to call EHS to 
schedule a pick up if waste is dropped off in this area. 

4.2.12 If the waste containers in B97 are full or if there is any other problems noted with this area, 
please report the problem to EH&S at 255-8200 or Weill Hall Facilities at whfs@cornell.edu 
immediately. 

mailto:whfs@cornell.edu
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