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Who will win this 
year’s World Series?
The bearded Boston

Red Sox or the scrappy
St. Louis Cardinals?

Go to www.fltimes.com

and scroll down to answer.

Go for it

You can play our online
College Football Pickoff

game any or every week for
a chance to win a pizza

from Ciccino’s. At the end
of the season, every weekly
winner will be entered into a
random drawing for $250.

www.fltimes.com/  
collegefootball

What: We’re giving away a
Finger Lakes gift basket
filled with over $200 worth
of local wine, cheese,
chocolates, beer and origi-
nal artwork every Thursday
in October!

How to enter: You can buy
as many papers as you like
and send in as many entry
forms as you wish each
week. No purchase is nec-
essary. However, entry
forms that are picked up at
the Times office without a
purchase will be limited to
one a day per person. Entry
forms may be mailed or
brought in person to the
Times’ office at 218
Genesee St. in Geneva.
Winners are  selected by
random drawing each
Thursday.

Check Sunday’s

Times to find out

who won basket #3!

BUY BUY 
PHOTOSPHOTOS

BUY 
PHOTOS

www.fl times.smugmug.com
or look for the link at

www.fl times.com
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WORD OF MOUTH:

“Before you turn the page to get to the

comics, let me reassure you that today’s

‘Write On’ column is not an infomercial.”

— Michael Fitzgerald, Page 6A
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Who can vote 
Anyone whose official

residence has been in
either the Romulus or
South Seneca school dis-
trict for at least 30 days,
is at least 18 years old
and brings proof of iden-
tity can vote. Residents
do not have to be regis-
tered voters.

Romulus school district
residents will vote from
noon to 8 p.m. Oct. 29 in
the lobby of the school’s
north entrance. Absentee
ballots are available from
district clerk Suzanne
Nicholson in the district
office. South Seneca
school district residents
will vote from noon to 8
p.m. Oct. 29 in the Middle
School cafeteria in Ovid.

Pro-merger group: Vote

is about students’ future

By JULIE ANDERSON
janderson@fltimes.com

VARICK — Romulus
school district residents
who favor a merger with
South Seneca turned out
at the Varick Fire House
last night to put their
heads together and dis-
perse information.

A meeting of R.E.A.D.
(Residents for an
Enhanced Academic
District), a pro-merger
group in the Romulus dis-
trict, attracted nearly 50
supporters. Colorful fact

sheets and an absentee
ballot list were distrib-
uted, and attendees were
asked to list their names if
they wanted a sign.

“If signs could vote, we
would be in trouble, but
they can’t,” pro-merger
advocate Bernie Wegman

said, referring to the
“Keep RCS” campaign
that opposes a merger and
has flooded the hamlet of
Romulus with signs.

“These signs and every-
thing in our campaign

Supporters push

for approval of

one school district

for Romulus,

South Seneca

Ontario

board

backs

creation

of new

law office

By MIKE HIBBARD
mhibbard@fltimes.com

GENEVA — A balky back kept Lt.
Gov. Bob Duffy from attending
Thursday’s groundbreaking ceremony
for the Finger Lakes Community
College Viticulture Center.

However, Duffy’s absence didn’t
dampen the moods of the more than
100 people who showed up.

The center, which will be used by
students in FLCC’s wine technology
and viticulture program, is slated to
open in August 2014 near the Cornell
Agriculture and Food Technology Park
on Pre-Emption Road in Geneva. It’s
expected to bolster the Finger Lakes’
reputation as a world-class wine
region.

“As the art of winemaking continues
to gain in popularity, we are witnessing
an unprecedented growth in the num-
ber of wineries here in the Finger
Lakes region. The construction of the
viticulture center will support the con-
tinued growth of this important, job-
producing industry,” state Sen. Michael
Nozzolio, R-54 of Fayette, said
Thursday. “The new viticulture center
will enable our state’s future winemak-
ers to study at the same site where
some of the most innovative agricultur-
al research in the nation is taking place
every day.”

FLCC President Barbara Risser said
Nozzolio and Assembly Minority

FLCC-Cornell collaboration slated to open in 2014

Spencer Tulis photos / Finger Lakes Times

Community members in support of the Romulus-South Seneca school merger met at the Varick Fire Hall
Thursday to discuss the situation. Below, Romulus teacher Bernie Wegman speaks to those in attendance.

Ground broken at Viticulture Center

See VITICULTURE on Page 4A
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By MIKE HIBBARD
mhibbard@fltimes.com

CANANDAIGUA —
Ontario County supervi-
sors are backing a new
office that will oversee
legal representation for
some indigent criminal
defendants.

At its meeting Thursday
night, the county Board of
Supervisors unanimously
approved a resolution of
intent to create an Office of
Conflict Defender. It will
assign attorneys for indi-
gent defendants who can’t
be represented by the pub-
lic defender’s office due to
a conflict of interest.

County Administrator
John Garvey noted that
four years ago, in a move
designed to save money
and have criminal defense
work for the poor handled
by a central office, the
county switched from its
longtime assigned counsel
program to the public
defender’s office. However,
assigned counsel is still
needed in some criminal
cases, and moreso for fami-
ly court.

The task of assigning
those attorneys at first was
handled by Canandaigua-
area attorney John
Kennedy and later by
Alexandra Burkett, anoth-
er Canandaigua attorney,
after Kennedy’s death.
However, county officials
want that responsibility
handled by county staff.

“This has been a
process going on for some
time,” Supervisor Sam
Casella, who chairs the
board’s Public Safety
Committee, said last
night. “This is an effort to
control costs and bring

Mike Hibbard / Finger Lakes Times

Officials involved in the Finger Lakes Community College
Viticulture Center project scoop up shovels of dirt during a
groundbreaking ceremony Thursday at the Cornell
Agriculture and Food Technology Park in Geneva.
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Leader Brian Kolb, R-131
of Canandaigua, were
instrumental in securing
$3.26 million in state fund-
ing for the $3.65 million
project. The FLCC
Foundation is raising
another $200,000 through
private donations; the
state will match that num-
ber.

New York State
Agricultural Experiment
Station Director Thomas
Burr and several Ontario
County and Geneva city
officials attended
Thursday’s ceremony.
Duffy was expected to be
there as well, but health
issues shelved those plans,
Nozzolio said.

Nozzolio credited Risser
and FLCC Professor Paul
Brock, a Cornell
University graduate and
local winery owner —
Brock owns Silver Thread
Vineyard in Lodi — with
getting the project rolling.
Brock heads the college’s
viticulture and wine tech-
nology program, 

The center will be a col-
laboration between FLCC
and Cornell. Graduates of
FLCC’s program will be
able to transfer directly
into Cornell’s four-year
viticulture program.

“Virtually within hours
of taking office as presi-
dent of Finger Lakes

Community College, Dr.
Risser saw the wonderful
potential of partnering
with Cornell University on
this project,” Nozzolio said.
“The viticulture center will
help train the next genera-
tion of vintners, grape
growers and others who
will work in this growing
industry.”

The energy-efficient cen-
ter will include a teaching
winery, winemaking lab,
grape-crushing pad, rooms
for storing and aging wine,
classroom space and a
teaching vineyard. Each
room has been designed
based on input from indus-
try professionals and
Cornell representatives to
provide students with
extensive, hands-on expe-
rience.

The entire facility is
expected to encompass
about 9,000 square feet.
Nozzolio and Kolb said its
construction will support
the local economy, create
local jobs and continue to
put the Finger Lakes
region at the forefront of
agricultural research and
development.

“Today’s groundbreaking
is a culmination of hard
work, extraordinary vision
and a commitment to
investing in an emerging
industry here in our area,”
Kolb said. “The Finger
Lakes region has distin-
guished itself as a world-

class area for its wineries,
tourism and agriculture,
and the new viticulture
center will expand on that
progress. This is an invest-
ment in our community, in
job creation, in education
and in the future of our
area.”

Risser said FLCC’s pro-
gram is the only one of its
kind in the northeastern
U.S. for community col-
leges. An advisory board of
vineyard and winery own-
ers and professionals in
wine and grape research,
education and marketing

assisted with the develop-
ment of the program.

“This center will
enhance the excellent
quality of wine in the
region,” she said. “What an
incredible opportunity for
our students. They will
make an impact on the
wine industry for years to
come.”

The center will be:
• Minutes from the 34-

member Seneca Lake Wine
Trail and less than 30 min-
utes from the Keuka Lake
and Cayuga Lake wine
trails.

• Two miles from FLCC’s
Geneva campus center,
providing students with
additional course options
and services.

• Fourteen miles from
the joint, 2 1/2-acre Cornell
Cooperative Extension/
FLCC teaching and
demonstration vineyard at
Anthony Road Wine Co. in
Torrey, Yates County.

• Fifteen miles from the
main FLCC campus in
Hopewell, allowing for col-
laboration with other pro-
grams such as culinary
arts, tourism management
and professional develop-
ment and continuing edu-
cation.

Geneva was chosen over
a potential site on Lincoln
Hill Road, not far from the
FLCC main campus.

“It’s really a perfect proj-
ect for this area,” county
Supervisor Charlie
Evangelista, D-city of
Geneva, said. “This is a
project we needed to have
here in the city. The project
fits here.”

Work at the site began
earlier this month after
the county Board of
Supervisors awarded a bid
for preparatory earthwork
to Montemorano Brothers
Inc. of Clyde. Construction
is expected to begin in
January.
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Continued from Page 1A

Geneva center will be centrally located

Spencer Tulis photos / Finger Lakes Times

The proposed viticulture center (above, left) to house FLCC’s wine technology and viticulture program will be on
this site near the Cornell Agriculture and Food Technology Park on Pre-Emption Road in Geneva.

New York State Agricultural Experiment Station
Director Thomas Burr said a few words to the audience
during the groundbreaking ceremony Thursday.

these services in-house.”
Over the years, supervi-

sors have expressed con-
cern with bills the county
has received for assigned
counsel.

“Creating this office may
not be less expensive at the
outset, but over the long
haul we do believe it will
control costs,” Casella
added.

The county attorney’s
office will prepare a local
law to create the office,
which will result in a public
hearing either later this
year or early next year.
Plans are for the office to be
staffed by one senior-level
attorney and one executive
secretary, and open in July
2014.

Garvey said the office
will manage the assigned
counsel program in accor-
dance with state and feder-
al law, as well as consulting
with the Ontario County

Bar Association to review
and revise the assigned
counsel program.

In other board matters
last night, the board:

• PUBLIC HEARINGS

— Scheduled two public
hearings for its next meet-
ing on Nov. 14. One will be
on the proposed county
budget and the other on the
county’s capital improve-
ment plan for 2014-19.

The tentative budget for
2014 is approximately
$218.7 million, an increase
of 1.75 percent from this
year’s $214.5 million budg-
et. The preliminary tax rate
is $6.33 per $1,000 of
assessed property value, up
from this year’s $6.29 per
$1,000.

If the tax rate stays at
$6.33, it would mean a
county resident with prop-
erty assessed at $150,000
would pay $5.53 more in
taxes this year.

• ORGANIZATIONAL

MEETING — Set Jan. 2 at
4 p.m. for its annual organi-
zational meeting. The
board will choose a chair-

man at that meeting and
committee assignments
will be given to board mem-
bers.

• FLCC GENEVA PRO-

JECT — Awarded a bid for
demolition and asbestos
abatement of the former
Geneva High School on
Pulteney Street to Sabre
Demolition Corp. of
Warners, Onondaga
County, at a cost of $2.3
million.

The building will be
taken down as part of
Finger Lakes Community
College’s $14 million
Geneva campus project,
which is expected to begin
next month with demoli-
tion, followed by 18,000
square feet of new construc-
tion. A 19,000-square-foot
wing built in the 1960s will
be renovated as part of the
project.

When it reopens in 2015,
a more energy-efficient
Geneva campus center will
house classrooms; comput-
er, biology and EMS labs;
an academic support cen-
ter; and a student lounge.

OFFICE
Continued from Page 1A

Bouwens, arrested on a
Manchester Town Court
warrant, was taken to the
county jail.

YATES COUNTY

PENN YAN — Jessica
M. Turner, 36, of 23B
Champlin Ave., was
charged Tuesday by vil-
lage police with endanger-
ing the welfare of a child.

Yates County Child
Protective Services
received a complaint that
a 15-year-old girl had
been struck with a dog
leash. Police said an
investigation showed
Turner hit the girl several
times during an argu-
ment, resulting in bruises
to her arm and leg.

Turner was issued an
appearance ticket to vil-
lage court.

POLICE
Continued from Page 3A
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