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What's Tone Got to Do With It? Tonal Dissonance The Tone’s the Thing

Tone, the attitude of a work toward its theme or subject, At the start of the semester, | assigned a required The first in-class tone worksheet asked students to

helps readers discover how and why to read. diagnostic essay to both classes, which revolved evaluate tone in Dracula for three of the novel’s main
implicitly around tone and its construction. character’s (Jonathan, Lucy, and Mina).

Students often struggle not only to discern and evaluate

tone in their reading, but also to create tone in directed Although the two classes read different material,

exercises. they both read Chaucer’s The Canterbury Tales,
and | highlighted Chaucer and tone in Essay #2.

How can students best learn to create and evaluate tone? Both classes also completed a peer review

worksheet that asked questions of their

€¢ u n d e rSta n d I n g Of to n e - Reading tone is, as [ have said, extremely important in all forms of writing. Whether it is a journal article, a satirical piece in The
At the S t ar t O f the SCINCES tel’ ’ hOW WO llld y011  § ate YO ur Onion, or a text from a friend, knowing how the narrator or author views his or her writing and subject will offer signals about its

’9 meanings.One of the ways in which we can test how formal elements affect content is to examine different narrators in Dracula and
knowledge of tone?

flesh out what tones they use.Continuing the work of your second essay, in the spaces provided below, identify the tone in Jonathan’s

Worksheet # 1: Narrating Tone in Dracula

i i =l first journal entry, and Lucy and Mina’s first letters. How do you know? Write down examples of diction, syntax, and imagery that
O n e CI a S S ) h Oweve r! d I d tWO S e p a rate I n CI a S S to n e support your conclusion. Think, too, about larger questions: does the tone of the journal entry or letter create clues about its writer?
. . " mgn Does that tone (if only one) offer clues for how we should read and judge the material?
Seud ' Self A Besinning Knowled ” worksheets. The other did more informal activities o .
tu ents e SSesS Smento eolnnin owle e o0 . . . . ork separately, or in groups, but everyone needs to fill out a sheet and hand it in by the end of class.
e S S with tone that involved reading aloud and acting out .
Tone " y 2. Mina (pp. 55-56)
26 lines and scenes from Shakespeare’s Hamlet, 5 Lucy . 565
n— )
SonnetS, an d Twelfth nght Survey of Students’ Response to Exercise #1
20 -
25 -
15-
20 - “.
15- Peer Review Sheet: Essay #2 Close Reading and Tone 5
Areas for Improvement Suggestions for improvement
Thesis: .
10 - Wlf:tlstext and tone does the Somewhat helpful Very helpful Not at all helpful My class didn't
paper describe? complete a _
Evaluate the thesis (is it clear, worksheet ('min
present an argument?) Chaucer
3 Organization—do thoughts and Amecin-§53%)
paragraphs flow together?
0 - How is the paper organized?
Average Advanced Less than Average AT
rammar/Punctuation
--Subject-Verb Agreement
--Complete Clauses
--Correct Comma Usage
The second exercise prompted students to
Do in-text citations follow . .
A identify the tone of a passage from The Palace
Works Cited in correct format? :
Is information cited?
S using a word bank of common tones.
Sentences of varying lengths
used?
<< N X B, Well-constructed?
How comfortable are you now with tone (its creation and S
o p b/ Avoids generalizations;
eValu athl’l) ? Sets up argument
Conclusion
y . Rather th ,
Students’ Self Assessment: Ending Knowledge of Tone e )
argued Worksheet #2—The Palace
— Final statement of the “stakes”

n 29 o;l:;esa:ginr;zit?wh:re SelseeS Consider Estasia’s confession: pinpoint the passage’s tone. How do you know? What about diction (the choice of words), syntax (their
might this argument or text be order), or its speaker makes this tone clear? Be specific. Then choose another tone from the tone word bank. What changes do you
useful? need to make to the text’s formal elements to create this new tone?

Find and copy a sentence here that demonstrates clarity, precision, and elegance. Tone Word Bank: accusatory; cynical; callous; contemplative; critical; choleric; contemptuous; caustic; disdainful; earnest; erudite;
20 - fanciful; morose; objective; patronizing; ribald; reverent; satiric; sincere; solemn; whimsical
Find and copy a sentence that would benefit from revision. How do you think it should be
revised?
15
Survey of Students’ Response to Exercise #2
10 -
5-
0 I
Somewhat Not at All
4 I s  Notatal helpful  Somewhat helpful Very helpful My class didn't
il After writing your final drafts for Essay #2, Lopit
—— " worksheet (I'min
how would you rate your knowledge and use of Chaueer

tone?”
Student Response about the Effectiveness of
Peer Review /Rubric of Essay #2

Tonal Testimonials N=29

I gave students the opportunity to give open feedback on their final survey, and their
evaluations of their current knowledge of tone, including how they learned to analyze it
over the semester, range widely (but mostly affirm that their current knowledge is due to
classroom activities and work on essays).

“I believe that focusing on tone, and especially the way multiple anthors can speak differently about 20-
similar events (as in the Dracula letters activity), was very helpful. I believe that it definitely improved my

ability to analyze tone.” 15-
“I enjoyed the interactive worksheets as well as the class discussions. Writing essays about similar topics 10-

made the writing process less painful.”

“I came into class without a firm grasp on how to describe and create what I thought was the tone of a .

passage. I abways struggled with connecting the tone to my thesis in essays. I rarely made the "'so what" : -

mﬂﬂfm‘zm Z.ﬁ.iﬁj/ W'z:z‘z'ng. Throughout the semester, the emphasis placed on the "sg wb.czz‘" factor helped me Advanced: employavariety  Average: moderate Beginnings diffculty in

consistently tie tone into mry work and remember to analyze the tone and its contribution to the novel.” of words to describetone;  familiarity withtone,  describing or creating tones.
can pinpoint various tones;  including its evaluation and

These responses characterize over 75 % of the open responses. Neutral or negative can construct arange of creation

responses tend to reflect that the student already knew how to analyze tone or that class tones.

merely emphasized something s/he already had learned (presumably in a previous FWS
or high school English class).

And, of course, there’s this response: “What is tone?” And I consider this submission a
sigh of success because I've agonized about the respondent’s chosen tone for a week
NOw.
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