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Analysis of Measures of Formality Before &
After Formal Writing Assignment & Readings

® Deliberately informal: Students wrote their ideas in the form of a Facebook message to a friend (the height of informality)
Deliberately formal: Students wrote the same ideas in the form of an address to a Supreme Court Justice (the height of formality) Measures of Formality Before After
* All student names have been changed to preserve anonymity
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produce 1n college:

* Two excerpts from critical essays about stories
they had read for our class

* Two original pieces— One essay about a story they
had read for our class, one paragraph about a story
they had not read
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* Given the limited scope of my project, these are the
criteria I set out to measure the formality of student
writing:

e Use of contractions
* Use of colloquialism/cliches

* Use of the words “good,” “bad,” and “a lot”
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more than once, or have them complete that and more

similar activities, I think their ability to control the
formality of their writing would be more substantially
improved. My project would also benefit from a more
extensive means of measuring formality.
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Word clouds of some of the colloquialisms found in student writing
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