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What is Biological Control?

Biological control, or biocontrol, is a form of invasive pest 
management that uses natural predators - biocontrol 
agents - to keep the invasive species in check within the 
ecosystem. There are several potentially successful 
biocontrol agents for Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA), 
particularly the predator Laricobius nigrinus (Coleptera: 
Derodontidae).

Hemlock Hedges and Biocontrol

Hedges made of hemlock trees with thriving populations 
of HWA are prime candidates for biocontrol. Why? Because 
predators are easier to catch on a hedge, making it easier to 
monitor predator establishment and to collect them in 
order to introduce them in other locations.

Interested in Participating in 
Biocontrol Monitoring? 

Consider the following…
How’s your hedge?

___ Healthy

___ Vigorous HWA populations

___ Near a natural hemlock stand

___ Low disturbance under the hedge 
(no mowing / gardening)

Then it is a prime release site for HWA biocontrol agents!



HWA Management
If you have hemlocks on your property:

Pesticides can be used to bring even trees with thinned 
canopies back to full health. We recommend consulting a 
licensed arborist and registered pesticide applicator to 
save your trees. 

For more information on HWA, identifying Hemlocks or 
HWA, and pesticide treatment options, please visit our 
website: http://nyshemlockinitiative.info

Check your hemlocks for HWA. 
Examine the underside of branch tips 
for little balls of white fluff (see photo).
If you suspect HWA, don’t panic! You 
have time to act.

If you have a hemlock hedge
– HWA-infested or not –

please contact us: 
NYShemlockinitiative@cornell.edu



What is Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA)?

The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (Adelges tsugae) 
is an aphid-like, invasive insect that poses a 
serious threat to forest and ornamental 
hemlock trees (Tsuga spp.) in eastern North 
America. 

What is the NYS Hemlock Initiative?

Based at Cornell University, the Hemlock 
Initiative’s mission is to coordinate research, 
management, and volunteers to conserve New 
York State’s hemlock resources in the face of 
multiple threats, particularly HWA. We also 
research and implement biocontrol strategies 
for forest insect pests.

Contact Us
NYS Hemlock Initiative
111 Fernow Hall
Cornell University
Ithaca, NY 14853

Email: NYShemlockinitiative@cornell.edu
Website: http://nyshemlockinitiative.info


