
 

The New York State Hemlock Initiative’s mission is to coordinate state-wide 
efforts of land owners, state and federal agencies, government officials, and 

concerned citizens to conserve New York State’s hemlock trees, with our 
focus on the invasive forest pest the hemlock woolly adelgid (HWA). 

nyshemlockinitiative.info 

Volunteer Opportunity: Biocontrol Release Site Monitors 
Help us assess the success of our biocontrol insect releases: 

A major part of the NYS Hemlock Initiative is our Hemlock Woolly Adelgid Biocontrol Research Lab, the focus of 
which is to study the rearing, establishment, and spread of HWA predators to provide long-term management of 
HWA throughout New York. Biocontrol insects are released at HWA-infested sites with the aim of reducing the local 
populations of HWA and slowing its spread. You can help us by being our eyes in the field following biocontrol 
releases and monitoring for successful establishment. 

Our Biocontrol Insects: 

We work with two insects that are predators of HWA in 
the Pacific Northwest, the beetle Laricobius nigrinus, and 
silverflies of the genus Leucopis. Both are prey-specific to 
HWA and have been found to control HWA populations on 
the West Coast. First released in New York in 2008, L. 
nigrinus has been confirmed established at three sites in 
the state and we are hopeful that further research and 
releases will continue to prove successful going forward. NYS Hemlock Initiative 
successfully released silverflies at three sites in the spring of 2017. Our biocontrol 
research lab will join the ranks of biocontrol labs in North Carolina, Tennessee, 
Georgia, and New Jersey in the efforts to control HWA on the East Coast. 

Biocontrol Release Site Monitoring Expectations: 

What you’ll do: 

• Get to know your site for biocontrol release monitoring—We will 
choose sites for biocontrol release, and you will get acquainted with the 
site prior to release to understand the severity of the infestation and 
know which trees will become specific biocontrol release sites. 
• Monitor trees for HWA predators following the biocontrol release. 
This will mean returning to your site as often as possible to check on the 

progress of the biocontrols in the area and see if they are successfully established. 
• Report your findings to us to describe your observations and confirm successful establishment of biocontrols.  

Getting Involved:  

If you are interested in joining our team of Biocontrol Release Site Monitors, let us know!  
Email: nyshemlockinitiative@cornell.edu  
Address: NYS Hemlock Initiative, 111 Fernow Hall, Cornell University, Ithaca NY 14850 
 
For more information on the NYS Hemlock Initiative, our volunteer programs, or our biocontrol program, visit our 
website at www.nyshemlockinitiative.info. 
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