
 

 

 

An invasive species can be any kind of living thing -  plants, bugs, animals, fungi - that is not native to 

an ecosystem and causes harm. They are known for growing and reproducing quickly, spreading far, 

and harming the environment, the economy, or even human health.  

 

 

Match the plants with the descriptions! Plants can be used more than once, and there can be more than 

one answer for a description. 

New to Ecosystem 

______ Can be found in Ithaca 

 

Negative Effect 

______ Is very dangerous to human health 

 

Adaptable 

______ Is hard to kill 

 

High Dispersal Ability (Reproduces or spreads 

a lot) 

______ Can spread using only its roots 

______ Can regrow from just a small piece of 

itself 

Competitive 

______ Is allelopathic (creates a chemical that 

acts like its own weed killer) 

______ Grows very tall and shades out other 

plants 

 

Association with Humans 

______ Can be used as food or medicine 

 

A. Hydrilla 

 

B. Garlic Mustard 

 

C. Japanese Knotweed

 

D. Giant Hogweed

 

 



 

 

 

An invasive species can be any kind of living thing -  plants, bugs, animals, fungi - that is not native to 

an ecosystem and causes harm. They are known for growing and reproducing quickly, spreading far, 

and harming the environment, the economy, or even human health.  

 

Match the descriptions with the plants listed below. Plants can be used more than once, and there can 

be more than one answer for a description. 

A, B, C, D Can be found in Ithaca 

 

__D_ Is very dangerous to human health 

 

A, B, C, D Is hard to kill 

 

A and C Can spread using only its roots 

 

   A       Can regrow from just a small piece of 

itself 

 

B (also A) Is allelopathic (creates a chemical 

that acts like its own weed killer) 

 

     C     Grows very tall and shades out other 

plants 

 

B (also C) Can be used as food or medicine 

 

A. Hydrilla 

 

B. Garlic Mustard 

 

C. Japanese Knotweed

 

D. Giant Hogweed

 


