
Bug Detectives 
You are going on a bug hunt. How does each of these animals hide from 

predators? Where would you find these bugs in nature? 

 
Monarch Butterfly Caterpillar  

 

 
Walking Stick 

 
 

Thorn Bug 
 

 An insect uses camouflage to avoid being eaten. A bug can blend into its 
background or look like something other than food. Mimicry is when a harmless bug 
looks like another bug or animal that is dangerous. Predators don’t want to eat 
something that will taste bad! 

Orchid 
Praying 
Mantis 

Leaf 
Insect 

Owl Eye Butterfly 



 Camouflage Vocabulary 
Use the words below to complete the sentences  

      Predator Adaption Camouflaged 
Mimics Startle 

1. If a Praying Mantis is about to be eaten, it will lift its 
wings with bright colors to _____________ a bird.  
 

2.  A ____________ has to find food so it can eat! 
 

3.  3.  A Stick Insect has the _______________ of 
looking like a twig so it can fit into its environment.  
 

4.  A caterpillar can sometimes look like a snake! The back of the 
bug can have eyespots and patterns that make predators think 
it’s dangerous. In the picture, the caterpillar ____________ 
a snake.  

5.  5.  In the picture to the left, a moth is sitting on 
top of a stick. The moth is _____________! Its 
head is light brown, which looks like the top of the 
stick. Its wings look like the bark. This bug doesn’t 
look like food, so predators will not eat it.  



Bug Detectives 
You are going on a bug hunt. How does each of these animals hide from 

predators? Where would you find these bugs in nature? 

 
Monarch Butterfly Caterpillar 
 
It doesn’t need to hide! Aposematic 
coloration, found on Milkweed 

 
 
 

Mimicry of an owl, sitting on a tree 

 
 
 Camouflage, found on a 
flower! (Orchid) 

 
Walking Stick 

 
This would camouflage into a branch or 

twigs. 

 
Thorn Bug 

 
Camouflage- thorned stem 

 
Camouflage- leaves 

 An insect uses camouflage to avoid being eaten. A bug can blend into its 
background or look like something other than food. Mimicry is when a harmless bug 
looks like another bug or animal that is dangerous. Predators don’t want to eat 
something that will taste bad! 

Orchid 
Praying 
Mantis 

Leaf 
Insect 

Owl Eye Butterfly 



 Camouflage Vocabulary 
Use the words below to complete the sentences  

      Predator Adaption Camouflaged 
Mimics Startle 

1. If a Praying Mantis is about to be eaten, it will lift its 
wings with bright colors to ____Startle____ a bird.  
 

2.  A __Predator___ has to find food so it can eat! 
 

3.  3.  A Stick Insect has the ___Adaptation____ of 
looking like a twig so it can fit into its environment.  
 

4.  A caterpillar can sometimes look like a snake! The back of the 
bug can have eyespots and patterns that make predators think 
it’s dangerous. In the picture, the caterpillar _Mimics___ a 
snake.  

5.  5.  In the picture to the left, a moth is sitting on 
top of a stick. The moth is __Camouflaged__! Its 
head is light brown, which looks like the top of the 
stick. Its wings look like the bark. This bug doesn’t 
look like food, so predators will not eat it.  
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