
CORNELL UNIVERSITY PRESS

• In the United States order online at cornellpress.cornell.edu or call 800 848 6224
• In Canada visit ampersandinc.ca

• In the UK, Europe, Asia, Middle East, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, & Papua New Guinea use code 
CS09FLYER at combinedacademic.co.uk

SAVE 30% • USE CODE 09FLYER

Public Gardens and Livable Cities changes the paradigm for how 
we conceive of the role of urban public gardens. Donald A. Rakow, 
Meghan Z. Gough, and Sharon A. Lee advocate for public gardens 
as community outreach agents that can, and should, partner with 
local organizations to support positive local agendas. 

Safe neighborhoods, quality science education, access to fresh 
and healthy foods, substantial training opportunities, and environ-
mental health are the key initiative areas the authors explore as they 
highlight model successes and instructive failures that can guide 
future practices. Public Gardens and Livable Cities uses a prescrip-
tive approach to synthesize a range of public, private, and nonprofit 
initiatives from municipalities throughout the country. In doing so, 
the authors examine the initiatives from a practical perspective to 
identify how they were implemented, their sustainability, the obsta-
cles they encountered, the impact of the initiatives on their popula-
tions, and how they dealt with the communities’ underlying social 
problems.

By emphasizing the knowledge and skills that public gardens can 
bring to partnerships seeking to improve the quality of life in cities, 
this book offers a deeper understanding of the urban public garden 
as a key resource for sustainable community development.

Donald A. Rakow is Associate Professor in the Cornell College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences. He is co-author of Nature Rx and 
Public Garden Management. Meghan Z. Gough is Associate Profes-
sor at Virginia Commonwealth University. Sharon A. Lee is Presi-
dent of Sharon Lee and Associates, a consulting firm specializing in 
publications for and about public gardens. She is co-author of Public 
Garden Management.

“In Public Gardens and Livable Cities Donald 
A. Rakow and his coauthors celebrate the 
relationship between communities and plants. 
One theme shines through: It is only on the 
basis of authenticity and trust building that 
public gardens can contribute to improving 
a community’s livability.”—Moe Hemmings, 
Atlanta Botanical Garden

“Public Gardens and Livable Cities is an 
excellent tool for public-garden education 
and community engagement. The authors’ 
framework for analyzing and broadening our 
thinking about partnerships for equity will 
enrich my work as an educator.”—Tallie Segel, 
Santa Fe Botanical Garden
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