
Example #1 – New York State Voter Registration Integrity Act 
 

Bill No.: A08625 

URL: https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?default_fld=&leg_video=&bn=A08625&term=2019&Summary=Y&Actions=Y&Memo=Y  

Title: An act to amend the election law, in relation to enacting the "voter registration integrity act" 

Short Text: Enacts the voter registration integrity act; requires a birth certificate, passport, certificate of naturalization or citizenship, evidence of New York 
state residency, or any other documentation that the board of elections determines establishes United States citizenship. 

Summary of Specific Provisions: Section 1 names the bill the "voter registration integrity act." Section 2 amends section 5-210 of the election law by 
requiring first-time voter registration applications to include a birth certificate establishing U.S. citizenship, a valid U.S. passport, a certificate of naturalization or 
citizenship, or such other documentation that the state board of elections determines establishes U.S. citizenship. Section 3 amends section 5-210 of the election 
to include documentation of U.S. citizenship. Section 4 provides that this bill would become effective 60 days after it becomes law. 

Justification: Fundamental to a valid democracy is that those who run the country as elected officials are elected by those who are citizens of the country. 
Otherwise, those who are illegally in the country or are not citizens would be able to help elect federal, state, and local public officials, whose loyalty to the 
citizens of the country might be compromised. New York State currently does not require any documentary evidence of U.S. citizenship for new voter 
registrations. The boards of election require applicants for voter registration to provide a driver's license number or the last four digits of their social security 
number, but neither number proves U.S. citizenship because driver's licenses will now be issued to illegal immigrants and social security numbers are available to 
noncitizen immigrants who are in the United States with a temporary work visa or noncitizen permanent residents with a "green card." This legislation will 
correct this glaring weakness in the New York voter registration process by requiring documentation of U.S. citizenship. These documentation requirements are 
not difficult or onerous, and are similar to the documentation requirements that applied to new driver license applications that apply to lawful residents. 
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High Road-21 Policy Checklist 
 

Pillar Question Yes No Not 
Sure 

or N/A 

Justification for Answer 

Anti-Racist Does this proposal eliminate one or more 
existing sources of inequity between population 
groups, particularly with respect to race, 
ethnicity, gender, ability, sexual orientation, or 
social class? 

 X  

Essentially all empirical data suggest that persons of color 
disproportionately lack the forms of documentation cited here as 
preconditions for gaining access to voting. This policy would 
make it harder for members of our population to vote. 

Reparative/ 
Restorative 

Does this proposal create one or more 
mechanisms to redress harms done by policies 
or institutions responsible for producing or 
sustaining patterns of inequity in the human 
population? 

 X  

The proposal would create a new mechanism that does more 
harm to marginalized groups. 

Does this proposal create one or more 
mechanisms to repair or enhance ecological 
systems that have been degraded as a result of 
extractive patterns of human production and 
consumption? 

  X 

 

Cooperative/ 
Solidaristic 

Does this proposal create new or build on 
existing mechanisms that advance cooperation 
and trust among diverse members of society, in 
ways that contribute to the sustainable 
management of our democratic society? 

 X  

The proposal would likely result in additional group conflict. 
Among other reasons, it demonizes persons who are “illegally in 
the country”.  

Does this proposal create new or build on 
existing mechanisms that advance cooperation 
between humans and nonhuman species, in 
ways that contribute to the sustainable 
management of our planet’s ecological systems? 

  X 

 

Prefigurative Will this proposal use available resources to 
create meaningful change in the here-and-now? 
(Note: this question concerns outcomes, not 
outputs like task forces or feasibility studies. If 
the policy concerns outputs, choose “N/A”) 

 X  

The desired change would make society less democratic, not 
more. 

Instructions: Answer these six questions, individually or as part of a group, to evaluate public policy proposals. Succinctly justify your response to each question. In ideal 
circumstances, the tool can be used to evaluate public policy proposals in deeply inclusive, participatory processes. For example, in facilitated sessions, advise all participants to 
complete the checklist to the best of their abilities. Have facilitators collect completed checklists and tally the results. Report the summed totals of “Yes”, “No”, and “Not Sure 
or N/A” responses back to the group. Then, follow the High Road-21 Policy Decision Tree, available at http://highroad-21.org, to finish the evaluation and discuss next steps. 

http://highroad-21.org/
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“…the proposal protects against voter fraud, ensuring the 

integrity of our elections and raising trust in 

government and in our democratic institutions.” 

“…would make it harder for [people] to vote.” 

“…does more harm to marginalized groups” 

“…demonizes persons who are ‘illegally in the country’.” 

“…would make society less democratic” 




