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Option 0  

 An online semester will give us the time to iron out a more stable return. Spring was particularly 

difficult in part because we didn’t know much about this virus. We still don’t have enough 

information or testing and people are likely to become complacent in an attempt to feel normal. 

 Ithaca has been able to maintain low enough numbers of positive cases and are to reopen 

because our population density decreased when we sent the students home.  

 Indoor gatherings are most propitious to spread. We already had space concerns pre-Covid. 

There will be a second wave and that wave will not wait until November 24th. 

 Online teaching is the worst, but it is also the safest option. 

 Many young individuals are not concerned about contracting Covid. How will you possibly 

ventilate all lecture rooms properly? Testing is essential, but it is not a cure or a vaccine, rather 

it is a metric used to measure when a problem exists. Confidence is maintained so long as the 

tests come back negative: once there is a surge of positives then you’ve lost the semester. 

Students felt that the transition this past spring was chaotic, but keep in mind that was when we 

were tracking the situation down-state. How chaotic will it be when it is happening in real time 

on our campus? 

 Lastly, I’d like to say this: the value of a Cornell degree, the doors it opens for you and the 

prestige it carries, is not diminished because students had to take online classes to save lives. No 

future employer is going to reject the power that degree holds because we all had to think and 

act flexibly and empathically during this moment in history. 

 I don’t want to wear a mask. 

 Bringing in people from all over the world and throwing them together in dorms will create a 

second wave of Covid. 

 Ithaca only has 8 ICU beds.  

 One outbreak in a lecture hall could overwhelm CMC. Where would we then send faculty, staff, 

community and family members? 

 College is stressful enough without additional rules, surveillance and testing. It is valuable to be 

with family during difficult times. 

 The majority of those who contract the virus would recover, but what about those who don’t. Is 

that number worth having fall semester on campus? 

                                                           
1 Assembled by Caitlin Baldwin, Executive Assistant to the Assistant Vice President of Student and 

Campus Life.  
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 I simply cannot imagine a Fall where all students choose to be responsible and refrain from 

parties and other large gatherings. Effectively, this means that if we are to be on campus at all 

during the Fall semester, we are choosing to put the lives of many, many people who are a part 

of and have supported the Cornell community on the line, and I personally do not want to be 

responsible for the propagation of a deadly virus for the sake of having a more convenient 

learning environment for one or two semesters of my life. I also personally just don’t want to be 

put at greater risk for contracting the virus since there are many things that are still unknown 

about it, and I don’t want to put my family members at risk by travelling home from school and 

potentially carrying the virus home with me. 

 Better yet, let’s say Cornell does open, like you want. And an outbreak happens, and suddenly 

your semester is cancelled. The financial implications effectively shuts-down Cornell for an even 

longer period of time. Many have said Wells College may close permanently. What are you going 

do then? What will you do when colleges and universities all over the country go bankrupt from 

lawsuits or loss of income because outbreaks are a common occurrence? The success of what 

you’re advocating is riding on pure luck. 

 Learning online is not the end of the world 

 Students may knowingly avoid being tested if they feel ill so as to continue their daily lives and 

keep up with their classes and activities. 

 Undergrads have already demonstrated that they lack the ability to behave responsibly. This 

reckless behavior not only increases our chances of contracting Covid, but it increases the 

likelihood that we will have to once again shut down labs which is extremely detrimental to our 

degree process. 

 Wearing a mask all day is difficult: it is difficult to speak, breathe, eat and causes rashes and 

acne. 

 Covid 19 is scary not only because of the possibility of death. There are several known long 

lasting health complications for those who survive it. And possibly many more permanent issues 

we are not yet aware of. Is it not okay to put students, faculty, and local residents at the risk of 

life long health issues and death? 

 Any restrictions implemented for safety would be practically unenforceable, and even of they 

were, would be the antithesis of what college is supposed to be. If students can’t socialize, work 

in groups, participate in meetings, party, and generally enrich each other’s college experiences 

freely, then what is the point of being on campus in the first place? 

Option 1 

 Easiest transition, least complicated, balanced approach 

 It is difficult to interact or have discussions with classmates online. Considering that we now 

know more about the virus and have the option to take precautions It would be unfair to not 

hold at least some classes in person.  

 Will ‘allow’ students who signed leases off campus to utilize their housing that they are forced 

to pay rent for regardless of the school’s decision. 

 In person or leave of absence, may potentially transfer to other institutions who will offer in 

person instruction 

 Bear in mind that there is no way for Cornell to actually enforce physical distancing outside of 

campus so we might as well have class on campus. 



 Students are paying for the in-person college experience. Ithaca is a small community and so it is 

likely that we will be better off than areas like NYC. 

 Personal connections are a huge part of the experience and Cornell needs o listen to its 

customers (i.e. students). 

 Students will be in Ithaca anyways because they can’t get out of their leases. 

 So long as students follow health guidelines (washing hands, using hand sanitizer etc.) then I 

don’t think there will be much risk. 

 The possibility of only 1 or 2 students dying is not enough of a reason to keep students off 

campus.  

 Better for mental health  

 No breaks will hurt mental health 

 Faculty are allowed to opt in or out of in-person teaching. Will the same be allowed for TA’s? 

Can office hours be solely held online? 

 As students, we expect that the investment we make in Cornell reflect the best teaching 

methods that will set us up for future success, and taking online classes for an extended period 

of time does not reflect the best teaching methods while many other colleges have proposed 

on-campus semesters with reasonable accommodations. 

 Tuition is high and an online education cannot replicate the learning experience on campus for 

science majors. 

 Online classes may be excellent, but they are still inferior to an in-person experience. 

 The most likely outcome is this virus will become endemic and we must learn to live with it. The 

sooner we accept the fact that the virus isn’t going away and we can’t hide from it forever, the 

sooner we can begin working on actionable solutions to keep the community as safe as 

reasonably possible. 

 The min benefits of a college education are the human interactions that take place outside of 

the classroom, as part of clubs, research projects, spontaneous meetings, etc. 

 Start at the normal time or make it difficult for students who are in summer internships, 

employment or who have to travel from international locations. It is not fair for Cornell to make 

students choose between their education and their internship as these often lead to jobs. 

Option 2  

 We cannot trust the judgement of young people and so delaying their return to campus and 

teaching remotely whenever possible will be the safest way forward. 

 Provides additional time to experiment with and confirm that on-campus testing and protocols 

are effective and actually work. 

 Would allow more time for travel bans to be lifted 

Option 3  

 Delay as long as possible to get the information possible 

 Maintain academic integrity 

Option 4  

 Students will focus on fewer courses at once and will maintain academic integrity for exams.  



 Greatest risk to the community is travel. 

Option 5 – 8 

 Delay start to allow for better assessment of risk by all involved. Add a 2 week break between 

Fall session 1 and 2 to allow for testing and set up. Cancel winter session. Offer full online option 

for students at risk. Potential for long term hybrid course structure.  

 Students will focus on fewer courses at once and will maintain academic integrity for exams. 

 Maximizes time on campus 

 Offers flexibility to use winter session time as a buffer to absorb any delays 

 A later start may allow more international students to come to campus 

 

Alternative 

 All students are invited8back to campus. Residence halls and dining facilities remain open, but 

all instruction has the option to be virtual. This way everyone could choose what would be most 

comfortable for their own risk profile. 

 Teach classes online during Fall semester and hold in-person classes (studio time, labs etc.) in 

the spring 

 None: Full in-person with social distancing and smaller class sizes 

 Start as normal. We can always switch to online learning for a week or two to clear up any 

outbreak. Also, it is important to keep the sports programs going. 

 Only a fully in person experience warrants paying full tuition. Perhaps the university as a whole 

could take a gap year until a vaccine is developed. We can replace lost money, but not lost lives. 

Please get NYS and trustee approval to use your substantial endowment to keep faculty and 

staff employed.  

 Only allow students whose degrees require a hands-on component back on campus 

 All scenarios should begin virtually with only a tentative in person start date so that this can be 

adjusted if needed. 

 End before Thanksgiving with no final exams. 

Early Start 

 Option 6 (completely in person, no breaks, begin early and end early) no transition to online, 

which has been and would be disruptive. Best value for the money. 

o Petition: http://chng.it/7YMbrz5Q 

 Everything in person, start and end early, because all college students are low-risk. 

 Starting early is a good idea because of the lull in cases that will be apparent in August. 

 Please bear in mind that the goal is to minimize risks relative to the current baseline “covid era” 

risks. If we make protecting the health of our students the highest priority then we risk failing to 

provide the next generation of leaders the education that they need. 

 Those that are concerned can opt out and restructure their college plan. 

 Notre Dame and Purdue are located in areas with more resources. Ithaca is not like them and 

will not be able to handle a surge of cases. 

 Everything in person, start and end early, because all college students are low-risk. 

http://chng.it/7YMbrz5Q


 Priority should be eliminating any required online learning with community members opting in 

as they see fit 

General Comments/Concerns 

 Please allow for faculty and staff who are able to work remotely to continue to do so. Many 

people live with a compromised individual and it would be in the best interest of the health of 

their household to continue to allow them to complete their essential functions at home. 

 If some classes are online and others are in person, will students avoid taking classes that are 

only offered online and instead flood in person classes? Enrollment quotas may have to be 

dismissed. 

 It is way too early to commit to a Spring calendar 

 How will we handle faculty and staff who commute from other areas? 

 Some off-campus leases do not begin until 8/15. Where will those students live if they are 

required to return early? 

 If a class or lab is held in person, will a student who chooses to participate in the class solely 

online be penalized in some way or another? 

 Virtual learning will need to be offered no matter the calendar selected because some travel 

bans may still be in effect. 

 What test will be used and what is its degree of sensitivity/percentage of false negative?  

 Starting early should not be considered because it conflicts with summer internship calendar. 

These internships are pivotal learning experiences and provide the funding for paying for tuition, 

housing and food during the school year. 

 Starting late will have negative financial impacts on students who rely on their on-campus jobs. 

 If campus goes online this Fall then students will lose access to campus health care. Many will 

not be able to visit their local hospitals or therapists due to the covid situations and simply not 

having the money or transportation methods to reach them. 

 There are “essential” employees currently working on campus that are leaving the local area 

and not abiding by the 14-day quarantine upon return. 

 Cornell should rent a fitness camp outside of Ithaca so that students can have the chance to get 

their PE credits.  

 Will international students be able to take classes remotely at a partner university if they do not 

feel safe going to the US under the current circumstances? 

 When will US embassies reopen? International students will need them to have their student 

visa stamps. 

 Some students feel that if the academic calendar conflicts with their summer internship 

calendar then Cornell should accommodate them. 

 Online classes and exams are very difficult due to time differences. 

 An early start may conflict with summer classes ending. 

 What happens to an on-campus experience if most faculty choose to teach virtually? 

 Maybe the professors that don’t want to interact with students can take an 80 percent salary 

decrease so that the tuition can be reduced accordingly 

 Whatever is decided, Cornell should comment on whether students can defer for a year or more 

without penalty. This is especially true for newly accepted students who will need to decide 



whether to start in the Fall (in whatever format is chosen). Will newly accepted students be able 

to defer acceptance for 1 semester or for an entire year? 

 Universities are not “enbubble-ized” environments. They are part and parcel of regular society, 

and as society reopens, so must universities. We can’t hole up in our houses, in our bedrooms, 

in front of our computers, afraid and alone any longer. We can’t live in fear. We need to get on 

with our lives. Note that during the HIV crisis, the term “safe sex” became “safer sex” because 

no sex was truly safe. There’s a sentence in President Pollack’s letter that makes me 

uncomfortable: “In order to find a safe path forward for our community….” When I hear that, I 

lose hope. I lose hope because finding a safe path forward is impossible. It will be the reason 

Cornell decides not to reopen, and the excuse provided for why it can’t be done. If we change 

that language to “safer path forward” then I feel more hopeful because I know that finding a 

way forward is doable and can be done. Let’s lose the perfectionism. Let’s forget 100%. Let’s live 

into the unknown here. We can and will protect ourselves, just like we did with HIV. We’ll do it 

with the understanding that nothing is completely safe. There are ways we can make congregate 

settings safer. The stance of youth—the biological mandate of youth—is to stride forward, not 

to stand still, not to be isolated and “on hold.” Young people have great capacity to adapt, 

understand, adjust, assume reasonable risks in return for getting the good stuff out of life like 

freedom to chart their course, independence, self-reliance, privacy. As we age, we contract, we 

lose that tensile resilience, and what I hear in a lot of the communications is a much older adult 

voice: weighing, deliberating, fearing, treading with trepidation. 

 Cornell should set aside a building that can become a field hospital if necessary 


