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Professor Emeritus Martin B. Harrison, known as Marty to his colleagues and friends, was a 

plant pathologist with special expertise in plant nematology. He was among the first American 

scientists to address the threat posed by a potato cyst nematode called the golden nematode in 

North America. This nematode had been found in potato fields on Long Island, New York, and it 

had the potential to spread and destroy the economic viability of the potato-growing industry of 

the state and nation. 

 

Marty was born in Brooklyn, New York, and attended public schools of New York City. Three 

years of military service followed his graduation from high school in 1943. In 1946, Marty 

enrolled in Cornell University's College of Agriculture. He received the B.S. degree in 1950, 

then moved to Manhattan, Kansas, for graduate study in botany and plant pathology at Kansas 

State College of Agriculture and Applied Science (now Kansas State University). He received 

the M.S. degree in 1951 and then returned to Cornell for a doctoral program in plant pathology 

and nematology under the guidance of Professor William Mai. His Ph.D. dissertation, completed 

in 1955, dealt with environmental factors affecting the control of nematodes by soil fumigation, 

with special reference to the golden nematode. 

 

Marty joined the faculty of Cornell's Department of Plant Pathology as an assistant professor in 

1955. He was based at the Cornell University-USDA Ornamentals Laboratory at Farmingdale, 

Long Island, and conducted research on the golden nematode at the nearby Nematode Research 

Laboratory at Seaford. He was promoted to the rank of associate professor in 1960, transferred to 

the Ithaca campus in 1976, and was awarded the title Professor Emeritus upon his retirement in 

1988. 

 

In collaboration with other scientists, Dr. Harrison investigated sources and inheritance of 

resistance to the golden nematode in Solanum species, studied the role of host resistance in 

population dynamics and management of the pest, and participated in development of resistant 

potato varieties. He also studied resistance-breaking biotypes and egg-hatching factors of potato 



cyst nematodes, their survival in absence of host plants, and methods of control by soil 

fumigation and application of systemic nematicides. 

 

Marty’s research, after moving to Ithaca, was focused on population studies of nematode 

pathogens of fruit trees, grapevines, and turfgrasses. Nematodes capable of transmitting viruses 

to apple and stone-fruit trees received particular attention. Marty and colleagues also discovered 

and identified a previously unknown pathogen of grapevines, Meloiderita species. During his 

Ithaca years, Marty advised graduate students, taught plant nematology, and conducted extension 

and diagnostic work in that subject area. 

 

Marty loved sailing, which was a favorite leisure activity during his time on Long Island. Cayuga 

Lake didn't often present good sailing conditions, but he took to the water at Ithaca when the 

breeze was up and work permitted. Wine making was another hobby. Marty was also a fan of 

Cornell lacrosse, hockey, and football. He was always cheerful, caring, and courteous to all of 

his colleagues and friends. 

 

Marty moved to the San Diego area after retirement. He was a resident of Hacienda Heights, 

California, at the time of his death. 

 
Written by Wayne A. Sinclair, George S. Abawi and William E. Fry 

 

 
Editor’s Note: Professor Harrison passed away in 2008. Unfortunately, a memorial statement was not prepared at the time, so we’ve included his 

tribute in this issue. 

 


