
 

Sara Warner is Associate Professor in the Department of Performing and Media Arts and a Stephen H. 
Weiss Junior Fellow.  She is a field faculty member of Feminist, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Africana 
Studies, American Studies, Visual Studies, and LGBT Studies.  Sara has published widely, in academic 
journals and popular media, on dramatic literature and performance studies, feminist and queer studies, 
the prison industrial complex, and academic labor. Her book, Acts of Gaiety: LGBT Performance and the 
Politics of Pleasure, received the Outstanding Book Award from the Association of Theater in Higher 
Education (ATHE), an Honorable Mention for the Barnard Hewitt Award from the American Society for 
Theatre Research (ASTR), and was named a Lambda Literary Award finalist. Currently, Sara is 
collaborating with a CALS engineer and Ithaca’s Civic Ensemble on “Climates of Change: A Living 
Newspaper Project” about the human impact of global warming on the Finger Lakes.  This project is 
funded by an Engaged Cornell grant.  Sara has served as President of the Women and Theatre Program, 
Drama Division Delegate for the Modern Language Association, Secretary of ATHE, and she has been a 
member of several Boards of Directors, including the Center for Lesbian and Gay Studies (CLAGS), 
the Arch and Bruce Brown Foundation, and The Cherry Street Artspace. 

 

I am interested in serving on the Nominations and Elections Committee because I feel strongly 
about faculty governance. Since joining the Ithaca campus in 2004, I have worked on the A&S 
Budget Committee, the Humanities Council, and the campus-wide High Impact Teaching 
Practices Committee, to name only a few. This position would enable me to serve the University 
by guiding the staffing of standing and ad hoc committees established by the Faculty Senate. If 
elected, I will labor to identify and recommend a diverse roster of candidates.  Diversity, in the 
most capacious sense of this term, is especially important at this volatile period in history and 
this pivotal moment of growth and change for Cornell.  With a broad representation of engaged 
faculty committed to dialogue, collaboration, and transparency, the professoriate and student 
body can better understand the intricacies, and challenges, of university governance.  This helps 
all of us make more informed choices about the future while remaining as thoughtful as possible 
about how decisions and policies affect our teaching, research and relationships with the public. I 
vow to bring passion, perseverance, and optimism to this role.  I hope you’ll support my 
candidacy.       

 


