
UNDERGRADUATE DEMOGRAPHY MINOR OVERVIEW COURSE LIST (1/2018) 

 
Spring 2018 Course Offerings  
DSOC 3050, Education, Inequality, and Development (Eloundou Enyegue, P) 

DSOC 3130, Social Indicators and Introduction to Social Science Research (Staff) 
DSOC 4300, Human Migration: Internal and International (Williams, L) 

PAM 2030 Population and Public Policy (Sassler, S) 
PAM 3040, Immigration and Public Policy (Hall) 

PAM 4080, Demographic Techniques II (Wildeman) 

SOC 3160, Social Context Health (Cornwell, E.Y.) 

Course # Course Name Instructor Credits Description Offered 
DSOC 2010/SOC 2202 Population Dynamics Basu, A 3 Introduction to population studies. The primary 

focus is on the relationships between 

demographic processes (fertility, mortality, and 

immigration) and social and economic issues. 

Discussion covers special topics related to 

population growth and spatial distribution, 

including marriage and family formation, 

population aging, changing roles and statuses 

of women, labor force participation, 

immigrations, urban growth and urbanization, 

resource allocation, and the environment. 

Fall 

DSOC 3050 Education, Inequality, 

and Development 

Eloundou-Enyegue, P 3 The main goal of this course is to examine the 

functions of education institutions, as they 

affect individual welfare, inequality, and 

development. 

Spring  

DSOC 3130 Social Indicators and 

Introduction to Social 

Science Research 

Staff 3 The course reviews the general process 

through which social scientists derive credible 

answers to important questions about social 

change and social influences on individual 

behavior. 

Spring  

DSOC/SOC/FGSS 4210 Theories of 

Reproduction 

Basu, A 3 Examines the changing nature of the debate on 

what makes populations grow and what makes 

families have any, few, and many children. 

Fall  



DSOC 4230 Gender and 

Health: Concepts, 

Data, Theories 

and Evidence 

Basu, A 3 This course will provide a broad, policy-

oriented introduction to the subject of 

gender as a factor in health and 

development.  

Fall 

DSOC 4300 Human Migration: 

Internal and 

International 

Williams, L 3 This course analyzes the determinants and 

consequences of internal and international 

migration in 'developed' and 'developing' 

nations. 

Spring  

DSOC 4380 Population and 

Development 

Williams, L 3 This course examines major historical trends in 

human health and mortality, family formation, 

and migration. 

Fall  

PAM 2030 Population and 

Public Policy 

Sassler, S 3 Examines from a demographic perspective 

family policies that concern children and adults. 

Toward this end, it considers the relationships 

between family policies and demographic 

behavior. It also addresses the effects of family 

policies and demographic behavior on the well-

being of children. Although this course focuses 

on the United States, it considers U.S. trends 

against the backdrop of changes in other 

industrialized countries. 

Spring 

PAM/DSOC 3040 Immigration and Public 
Policy 

Hall, M 3 This course provides a broad overview of the 
major public policy issues concerning 
immigration to the U.S. The course reviews 
demographic, sociological, and economic 
perspectives on both the cause and 
consequences of international migration and 
consider the role that federal, state, and local 
policies play in altering immigration flows and 
the incorporation of immigrants. 

Spring 

PAM 3120/SOC 3150 Research Design, 

Practice, and Policy 

Musick, K 3 Examines systematic approaches for addressing 

questions about poverty, family life, racial 

inequality, and a range of other issues central 

to public policy. 

Fall  



PAM 3250 Neighborhoods, 

Housing, and Urban 

Policy 

Tach, L 3 This course considers the dynamics of housing 

markets and neighborhoods in American 

metropolitan areas and the public policies 

designed to regulate them. 

Fall  

PAM 3280 Fundamentals of 

Population Health 

Carmalt, J 3 Provides students with training in the language, 

theories, concepts, methods, measurement, 

analysis, and implementation of population 

health. 

Fall  

PAM 3620 Population 
Controversies in 
Europe 

Hall, M / Tach, L 3 Population problems are central to societal 
change in numerous areas- inequality, 
immigration and diversity, race relations, family 
life, health and aging, and social welfare 
systems. This class explores the causes and 
consequences of population change, paying 
particular attention to how population 
processes interact with the social, economic, 
and political context in which they play out. 
Particular attention will be paid to 
contemporary debates unfolding in Europe, how 
population “problems” are defined, and the 
policies intended to solve them. 

Summer 

PAM/SOC 3370 Race and Public Policy Sassler, S 3 Provides an overview of perspectives used in 
sociological studies of race and ethnicity. 
Students read classic and contemporary 
research on racial and ethnic relations in the 
United States. 

Fall  

PAM 4080/DSOC 4080 Demographic 

Techniques II 

Wildeman, C 3 This is the second course in the demographic 

techniques sequence. It has two foci. First, we 

will learn the basics of constructing single and 

multiple decrement life tables, along with 

extensions to cause-deleted life tables. Second, 

we will learn the basics of survival analysis, as 

well as how survival analysis relates to life 

tables. Although the primary goal is learning to 

use these techniques, this class also has a heavy 

emphasis on thinking about how to use these 

methods to produce something new and 

important for research. 

Spring 



PAM/SOC 4470 Families and Social 

Inequality 

Musick, K 3 Disparities in family life are widening in the 

United States, with important implications for 

the well-being of family members and the 

reproduction of inequality from one generation 

to the next. 

Fall  

SOC 3160 Social Context 

Health 

Cornwell, E.Y. 4 This course examines how the social world gets 

“under the skin.” We’ll examine the 

associations between various aspects of social 

context – including stratification and inequality, 

social networks and support, and social 

environments – and physical health. 

Spring 

SOC 3670/HD 3570 Social Inequalities 

in Physical and 

Mental Health 

Wethington, E 3 Introduction to physical and mental health 

inequalities in the United States, the causes of 

these inequalities, and their impact on 

individual development across the life course. 

Fall 

 


