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The Cornell Center for Immunology was 
originally proposed by the Office of the 
Provost’s Infection Biology Task Force 
which is rooted in the Radical Collaboration 
initiative. In the spring of 2019, Provost 
Michael Kotlikoff announced the creation 
the university-wide Center designed to 
foster interdisciplinary cooperation, connect 
faculty and researchers across campuses, 
and fortify the University’s immunological 
research programs through improved 
collaboration. The Center is governed 
by an executive committee composed of 
eleven faculty members from Weill Cornell 
Medicine and the Colleges of Veterinary 
Medicine, Engineering, and Agriculture and 
Life Sciences. Dr. Gary Koretzky chairs the 
executive committee and serves as 
Center director. 

EARLY ACTIVITIES 
Two inaugural town halls 
were held in the spring of 
2019 to identify challenges 
and opportunities within 
the research community. 
The town halls were well 
attended and helped set the 
trajectory for early center 
programing. 

Preeminent immunologist Mark 

Davis visited 
Ithaca early this 
fall to help launch 
the center and kick 
off center activities. Davis 
- a professor of microbiology and 
immunology at Stanford University; a Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute investigator; 
and director of the Stanford Institute for 
Immunology, Transplantation and Infection 
- was featured as a Fall 2019 University 
lecturer. Davis met with over a dozen faculty 
members during his two-day visit on campus 
and delivered a seminar titled “Standing on 

the Shoulders of Mice: 
Rebooting Human 

Immunology.” 
Following 

his 

Cornell University has, for decades, been home to a remarkable 
breadth and depth of research activity rooted in immunological 
sciences. The new Cornell Center for Immunology aims to 
serve the outstanding faculty and lively immunology research 
programs on both the Weill Cornell and Ithaca campuses.
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seminar, Davis attended a luncheon with 
eager postdoctoral researchers and graduate 
students including several who are 
supported through the new Cornell 
immune-engineering training program.  

FUTURE PROGRAMING 
The Cornell Center for Immunology 
is partnering with departments to 
bring prominent speakers to Cornell 
and plans to sponsor a number of 
activities throughout the 2019-2020 
academic year. 

Regular center-sponsored seminars will be 
held in Ithaca and delivered by members 
based at Weill Cornell Medicine. Additionally,  
“Immunology Over Lunch” seminars will 
introduce faculty members who have recently 
arrived in Ithaca to the broader community. 
These seminars are designed to connect 
individuals and expertise across campuses 
and foster though-provoking immunological 
conversations. Community members located 
on the Ithaca campus are encouraged to 
attend these events in person. Community 
members on remote campuses will be 
provided a zoom link to attend whenever 
possible.

Isaac Lee will present his research 
in an Immunology Over 

Lunch seminar titled “An 
organ-on-chip technology 
for reconstituting human 
physiology and diseases 
in vitro” on October 29 at 

noon in 148 Stocking Hall on 
the Ithaca campus. Lee is an 

assistant professor in the Meinig 
School of Biomedical Engineering and 

joins Cornell from the Wyss Institute for 
Biologically Inspired Engineering at Harvard 
University and department of Biomedical 
Engineering at Boston University. While in 
Boston, Lee worked as a postdoctoral fellow 

in bioengineering, tissue engineering, and 
organs-on-chip technology.  

Cedric Feschotte will be featured 
in an Immunology Over Lunch 
seminar on November 12 at 
noon in 148 Stocking Hall on 
the Ithaca campus. His talk 
is titled “Fighting fire with 
fire: endogenous retroviruses 

boost human immunity.” 
Feschotte recently joined Cornell 

from the University of Utah and is 
a professor in the department of Molecular 
Biology and Genetics. His research focus is 
on mobile DNA, with an emphasis vertebrate 
genomes.

Carl June will be a keynote lecturer during 
the Second Annual Intercampus Cancer 
Symposium on October 11. June serves 
as director of the Center for Cellular 
Immunotherapies and professor within the 
department of Pathology and Laboratory 
Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. 
He is known world-wide as a leader in 
chimeric antigen receptor T (CAR-T) cell 
immunotherapy, a novel modality that has 
changed the face of treatment of blood cell 
cancers. June will discuss his recent work 
on cell therapy for cancer to kick off the 
symposium, which has over 180 registrants. 

Several center members have been invited 
to present their research in a variety of 
seminar series across campus. Ankur Singh, 
an associate professor in the Sibley School 
of Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering 
recently delivered a presentation to members 
of the department of Microbiology and 
Immunology in the college of Veterinary 
Medicine. Randy Longman, an assistant 
professor of Medicine at Weill Cornell 
Medicine and director of the Jill Roberts 
Center for Inflammatory Bowel Disease will 
be an invited speaker for the department 
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of Biomedical Engineering’s BME 7900 
series. He will present “Microbial regulation 
of mucosal and systemic immunity in 
inflammatory bowel disease” on November 
22.

The Center is excited to host a half-day 
Immunoprofiling Workshop on December 11. 
Be sure to save the date! The workshop is 
focused on cutting-edge technologies in the 
field, including next-generation sequencing 
of both bulk and single-cell readounts, 
high content FACS and imaging, and more. 
Presentations will include technology 
overviews, best practices guidelines, and 
case studies with emphasis on how to deploy 
the latest technologies to enable your 
immunology research. The workshop will also 
be an opportunity to build connections within 
the Cornell community and learn directly 
from experts in each field.

Center members can look forward to visits 
from Mitchell Kronenberg, president and 
chief scientific officer at La Jolla Institute for 
Immunology, on March 20, 2020 and Jenny 
Ting who serves as director of the Center for 
Translational Immunology and co-director 
of the Inflammatory Diseases Institute at 
University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill, on 
Aug 28, 2020. Each will be presenting in the 
seminar series hosted by the department of 
Microbiology and Immunology in the college 
of Veterinary Medicine. Please look out for 
announcements of these events. 

We are continually working to develop a 
robust and engaging set of activities and 
opportunities to support the immunology 
community across our campuses. We 
welcome your thoughts and suggestions! 
Please email us at:  
centerforimmunology@cornell.edu
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