
4-H Clubs 
 
4-H Clubs provide a wide variety of opportunities for young people aged 5-to-19. More than 6 million youth are 
enrolled in 4-H Clubs worldwide. Members of 4-H clubs are learning about environmental issues, veterinary medicine, 
science, engineering and technology (SET), sewing skills, healthy lifestyles, and having fun in the process! 

If youth have a hobby or interest that they would like to explore, and enjoy being with friends, join a 4-H club where 
members learn something new while having fun, improving communication and leadership skills, and serving their 
community. If there isn't already a 4-H club that meets your needs, our 4-H staff can help a parent or adult volunteer 
organize and support a club. 

The 4-H Club is an informal, educational youth opportunity, which serves as a “hands-on” laboratory for helping 
youth grow in any or all the following ways. 

• Learning how to make thoughtful decisions 
• Developing a zest and skill for lifelong learning 
• Learning positive socialization skills by working in a group and as part of a team 
• Improving their communication skills 
• Learning and using technical skills 
• Acquiring confidence and positive self-attitudes 
• Enhancing citizenship skills by developing an awareness and involvement in their community 
• Developing leadership and teamwork skills 
• Exploring possible careers 
• Learning time management and how to set priorities 
• Interaction with caring adults who act as role models and have a positive influence on their lives 
• Spend quality time with their parents / guardians in a positive setting 

Starting A 4-H Club 
How do you get a 4-H group started? 

• You need at least five young people 5 to 19 years old and two adult leaders who are willing to help. A 4-H 
Educator is available to assist you with everything you need to get started. 

 
 



When can I join 4-H? 

• You can join 4-H at any time of the year, however, clubs of any size are usually formed in the fall of the 
year. 

How big should a club be? 

• This depends on the age of the members, where they meet and the leadership available. The average club 
in Cayuga County usually has five to ten members and two or three leaders. All new clubs are encouraged 
to start small and increase in size when the club leaders feel comfortable. Cauga County 4-H does offer the 
opportunity for individuals to be members of 4-H in family memberships. 

What about officers? 

• 4-H clubs may have officers. The 4-H Office provides helpful materials for presidents, vice-presidents, 
secretaries, treasurers, news reporters, recreation leaders, and historians. It is a good idea to wait until the 
second or third meeting to elect officers, when members have gotten to know one another. The club format 
is an excellent vehicle for leadership development! 

How much does it cost? 

• $25.00 per member ($15 per Cloverbud) with a maximum of $50.00 per household/family and a late fee of 
$10.00 after December 1. The fee covers insurance, newsletters and other notices. If a club wants money 
for activities, it usually charges dues or conducts a fundraising activity. Dues may not be used to keep 
someone from joining 4-H. 

Is there more to the club experience? 

• Yes! Opportunities abound for 4-H’ers to expand their experiences through countywide programs. These 
programs provide higher levels of learning and achievement along with forums for youth to share what has 
been learned. The programs also offer opportunities to meet youth throughout the county, the region, the 
state and the nation! 

What types of clubs are there? 

• Community Clubs: Caring adult leaders make use of 4-H curricula, resources and training to provide 
informal hands on experiential learning opportunities for youth.  

• Cloverbud Clubs: Are special groups for members 5-8 years. Specific curricula and projects have been 
designed to meet the developmental needs of our youngest members.  

• Special Interest Clubs: Have a common interest and focus, such as horse, public speaking, livestock, or 
dairy.  

• School Based Clubs: Teachers make use of 4-H curriculum, resources and training in diverse subject 
areas that allow students to practice hands on experiential learning. These curricula support many of the 
educational standards required in classroom instruction. They provide an arena for teachers to use both 
formal and informal learning styles. 
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