
 

 

Sincerely, 

May 2018 

An informational publication courtesy of 
Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County 

Electronics Recycling Event 
Saturday, June 2nd, 2018 

9 a.m. until 1 p.m. 
Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES 

1879 West Genesee St. Rd.,  Auburn, NY 
 

 Computers 
 Charging cables/Universal power supplies 
 Cell Phones  
 Fluorescent Tube Lights  
 Ink & Toner cartridges 
 Video Game Systems 
 Document shredding 
 Textile recycling 
 Televisions—a  $10 donation for each 

television and CRT monitor is requested. 

For assistance with  items that are not 
listed, contact: 

Cornell Cooperative Extension 
Cayuga County 
At 315-255-1183 ext. 234 

By participating in this event, you are 
keeping harmful materials away from 
our communities and out of the 
natural environment. 

 

 

Sorry, we’re unable to take 
appliances with FREON or 
PROPANE tanks at this time.  We 
hope to be able to offer this during 
the  Fall Electronics Event. 

 Winter meeting season is winding down and everyone is anxious to start on spring field work, please take time to review 
safety and standard operating procedures with employees to make this upcoming season of field work as safe as possible 
for everyone on the farm.   

 Have a few minutes to respond to on-line ag related surveys from our research partners at Cornell University?  If so, 
Page 3 has several opportunities! 

 Also on Page 3, is an opportunity to provide input on how you gather and use your knowledge about the land you farm.  
Too often your knowledge is not utilized by researchers and this survey is intended to document how you collect and 
utilize this local knowledge.   

 NYS DEC has new regulations regarding the use of waste tires on bunk silos.  An overview can be found on Page 4 and 
information about Cayuga County’s Tire Recycling event is on Page 8. 

 Pest resistance to pesticides was a major topic at the March 31st CCE Cayuga County meeting.  A recap of the meeting 
and ideas generated to reduce the increase in resistance can be found on Page 4. 

 Are you or one of your neighbors feeling the stress of continued low ag prices?  Please look to Page 5 for some tips on 
management strategies during these challenging times.  Remember that Farm Net is always available to provide 
counseling to you or anyone in need.  They can be reached at 1-800-547-3276. 

 A local farm describes their interest and use of Crop Insurance on Page 6. 

 Two federal regulations still being clarified:  Water testing compliance appears to be pushed into the future for vegetable 
producers and information about the Food Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) can be found on Page 7.  



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Below is a list of upcoming events we thought might be important to you!  If you have further questions or need to clarify 
any information, you can always check our Calendar of Events on our website at http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga where 
you can access all the events and happenings.  We try our best to keep information as up-to-date as possible on the website 
for a quick, easy reference available 24/7.  Of course, you can always call our office with any questions or concerns you might 
have at 315-255-1183. 

May 
May 2 & 3 ......  Upper Susquehanna Coalition Pasture Management Schools. Held from 10 a.m.—3 p.m. rain or shine 

in the field, dress appropriately.  May 2nd (Steuben County) and May 3rd (Chenango County) will feature 
nationally renowned, pasture consultant, farmer & author: Sarah Flack.  Pre-registration is required. Steuben 
call Jonathon Barter at 607-776-7398 ext. 3 or Brett Chedzoy at 607-535-7161.  Chenango call Troy Bishop 
at 315-824-9849 ext. 110.   

May 15 ............  Silvopasturing when Planning for Profit with Livestock held at North Branch Farm, 208 River Road, 
Saranac, NY 12981.  From 10 a.m. until 3 p.m.  Cost is Free but please pre-register with Kristin Ballou, 
Franklin County SWCD at 518-651-2091 or kballou@fcswcd.org.  Class is approved for 1 NYLT, 4 
Category 1 SAF and 4.5 CCA Continuing Education Credits.  You must register and sign in to be 
eligible. 

June 
June 2..............  Beef Quality Assurance Training, Tullyfergus Angus, 8974 Clyde Marengo Road, Lyons.  For more 

information contact Nancy Glazier at 585-315-7746 or nig3@cornell.edu 
June 7..............  Small Grain Management Field Day (CUAES), 9:30 am.—12:00 p.m., Musgrave Research Farm, 1256 

Poplar Didge Road, Aurora.  Fore more information contact Jean Thomas-Murphy at 607-255-2177 or 
jnt3@cornell.edu. 

June 12—15 ..  “Meat Your Beef” Farm to Food Tours sponsored by the New York Beef Council.  Tuesday, June 12th is 
at Walbridge Farm, Millbrook, NY; Wednesday, June 13th is at New Penn Farm, Truxton, NY; Friday, June 
15th is at Meadowbrook Farms, Medina, NY.  For more information or to register go to:  https://
www.nybeef.org/about-us/upcoming-events/meat-your-beef-tours 

July 
July 12 .............  Aurora Farm Field Day, 9:30 a.m.—3:30 p.m., Musgrave Research Farm, 1256 Poplar Ridge Road, Aurora. 

For more information contact Jean Thomas-Murphy at 607-255-2177 or jnt3@cornell.edu. 
July 26—28 ....  Cayuga County & 4-H Youth Fair with the Big 6 at the Ward W. O’Hara Agriculture Museum, 6880 

East Lake Road, Auburn, NY (across from Emerson Park). FREE!  3-days of events.    
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THE IMPORTANCE OF WELL WATER TESTING 
PROVIDED BY:  Ontario County Cornell Cooperative Extension 

A majority of rural residents rely on private wells for their 
drinking and household use.  Very few of these wells, 
however, are tested on a regular basis for potability.  
Potable water is water deemed safe by the standards of the 
New York State Department of Health.  The requirements 
for such a classification include testing for coliform 
bacteria and E. coli.  Water is not considered potable if 
there is any indication of contamination from either of 
these bacteria.  This means that wells need to be potable in 
order to provide safe drinking water. 

As a brief background, public water systems are regulated 
through the Safe Drinking Water Act, which is enforced 
through designated state agencies.  Private water systems, 
including wells, are not regulated.  Thus, well owners 
shoulder the responsibility of determining if, and when, 
the well should be tested. 

Generally, there are two categories of private wells.  The 
first is the drilled well, which is cased (lined) and grounded 
(sealed).  This type of well usually obtains its water from a 
depth at which bacteria are no longer present.  Bacteria is 
usually filtered out, or dies off, as water infiltrates and 
slowly moves into the sub-surface ground water 
environment.  However, bacteria can invade ground water 
when there is insufficient filtration or if travel time 
between the land surface and the ground water is too 

short. 

The second type of well is a dug well, usually constructed 
from boards, bricks, stone, or tile.  These wells are shallow 
and often vulnerable to surface water bacterial 
contamination.  Water in dug wells is in contact with 
saturated soil layers, making them particularly at risk.  
Bacteria is typically found in these upper soil layers as well 
as most streams, lakes and ponds.  Other sources of 
concentrated bacteria can come from inefficient septic 
systems, farm animals, and storm runoff.  Springs are 
classified similarly as dug wells, and are susceptible to 
bacterial contamination, too.  To combat the multiple 
sources of contamination for dug wells, many residents 
install either an ultraviolet (UV) system or a chlorinator, 
thus making the well water potable. 

Well water can be tested for contaminants at a NYS 
Certified Lab.  In the chance that a well tests positive for 
bacteria, a simple procedure of shock chlorinating the well 
will likely take care of the issue.  But without testing, non-
potable water is hard to detect, since coliform bacteria and 
E. coli are odorless and colorless.  Testing of the water is 
the only way to find out if it is present.  

For a listing of NYS Certified Laboratories able to perform 
well water testing go to:  https://www.wadsworth.org/
regulatory/elap/certified-labs 
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SURVEY REQUESTS 
CCE Cayuga County has received a number of requests looking for participants in various education-oriented surveys.  Below 
are three requests.  If the topics are of interest to you and you have a few spare moments, maybe you can assist researchers as 
they gather information. 

NY LABOR SURVEY FOR FARM OWNERS AND 
MANAGERS 

Do you own or manage a farm or farm employees in New 
York?  Please take the survey of Farm Labor Management 
Practices.  Your feedback will help the Labor Ready Farmer’s 
Project develop educational programs and tools to improve 
farm labor management skills and decision-making. 

Participants can enter to win either ra  $100 gift certificate to 
Tractor Supply or a free Cornell Small Farms online 
agricultural course of their choice in the coming year.  One 
winner will be selected for every 50 participants. 

The survey can be found at https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/
form/SV_ahjo2sYi2frXEiN . 

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Kat 
McCarthy (kmm485@cornell.edu; 607-255-9911).  To learn 
more about the project, please visit the Labor Ready Farmer 
website at:  https://smallfarms.cornell.edu/projects/labor-
ready-farmer/ 

MANAGING BITING AND NUISANCE FLYS 
PESTS ON DAIRY AND BEEF CATTLE SURVEY 
The NYS IPM Livestock and Field Crops Program at Cornell 
University is conducting a survey to help direct future efforts 
in managing biting and nuisance fly pests on dairy and beef 
cattle. They are looking for participation from producers as 
well as others involved with IPM for flies on cattle. Please 
consider taking the survey.  Email the CCE Cayuga office at 
cayuga@cornell.edu for survey link. 

RESEARCH PROJECT SEEKS  
FARMER INPUT 

As a farmer, you gather specific knowledge about the 
land you work.  Scientists, researchers, engineers and 
others work on a more global scale and often 
overlook the importance of the data and knowledge 
you have gathered over time.   

Erin Menzies Pluer is a Cornell University graduate 
student in Environmental Engineering. She is working 
in collaboration with CCE Cayuga and Tompkins 
counties on a research project that is using interviews 
to examine how farmers collect, store, and share 
information in the context of water and nutrient 
management.  

The goal of the project is to educate research 
scientists about what today’s farmers know and how 
they gather information. The hope is that through 
better understanding, farmers and scientists can work 
together more effectively to create effective solutions 
to solve some of our biggest environmental 
problems.  

Several farms in Cayuga County have already 
participated.  The interviews have lasted between 45 
minutes to an hour and a half.  If you would like to 
participate in the interview process or want more 
information, please call Judy Wright, Agriculture 
Resource Educator at 315-255-1183 ext.234 or email 
her at jlw24@cornell.edu.    

 

Would you like to know more about farm worker 
compensation trends? Do you want to compare and 
manage your compensation strategy with accurate, up-to-
date, and relevant information? Then participate in the 
Farm Employee Compensation Benchmark! 

How can you participate? 

 Gather information about one or a few of your 
workers for the year 2017. How much did you pay 
them: wages, bonus/incentive, benefits? And how 
many hours did they work? 

 Log into this website: https://cornell.qualtrics.com/
jfe/form/SV_d6h8UvVmdm9zsOx 

 Enter another employee by simply clicking the link in 
Step 2 again. If you have different types of employees 
such as front line, middle, and senior managers, add a 
few representative employees to the benchmark. 

 That’s all, you’re done. Just look for the summary 

report in your email when complete. 

What do you get for this? 

 Every person who submits at least one usable survey 
will get a summary and analysis of the benchmark 
data in a written report. 

 Additionally, you can request a “My Employee” 
report to compare one or more of your employees to 
relevant peers in the benchmark. Just ask for the “My 
Employee” report. 

All of your individual farm data remains 
confidential.  Reports will only be issued in aggregated 
form as analysis and summary of the data with no way to 
identify individuals.  

Please contact Richard E. Stup, Ph.D., Agricultural 
Workforce Specialist 607-255-7890  or email at 
rstup@cornell.edu with any questions or concerns and 
thanks for participating! 

FARM WORKER COMPENSATION TRENDS SURVEY REQUEST 

mailto:jlw24@cornell.edu
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d6h8UvVmdm9zsOx
https://cornell.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_d6h8UvVmdm9zsOx
mailto:rstup@cornell.edu
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BUNKER SILO COVERS: KNOW WHAT YOU ARE 
BUYING WHEN REPLACING TIRE INVENTORY  

WRITTEN BY: Karl Czymmek,  
Cornell CALS PRO-DAIRY  

New York Farm Bureau with support from Northeast 
Dairy Producers Association and PRO-DAIRY continue 
to work with NYS DEC to address challenges with the 
new regulations for waste tire usage( https://
www.dec.ny.gov/docs/materials_minerals_pdf/
enfdisltr.pdf).  While discussions continue and progress is 
being made, the implementation deadline (May 2018) is 
approaching and many farms are taking steps to comply. 
We should appreciate that DEC has indicated a 
willingness to use enforcement discretion, meaning there 
will be some level of flexibility in the enforcement of this 
regulation, at least initially. But the lack of suitable 
replacement options and uncertainty about what to do 
with existing tire stocks on farms as well as costs for all of 
this present serious challenges and are part of the ongoing 
discussion agenda with DEC.      

Caution: It is important to understand that radial tire 
sidewalls may contain protruding wires that present a 
hazard to workers and could penetrate plastic covers and 
contribute metal into the feed supply. Consider if this risk 
is worth taking with your herd. Bias ply sidewalls without 
wires can be purchased, but supply and availability are 
reported to be limited. One producer reports noticing an 
increase in hardware disease after cutting a number of 
radial tires in half, and cases declined substantially after 
eliminating those from use on the bunker. We are also 
hearing that some receivers of used tires require them to 
be clean - not simply rain clean, but hosed off. To avoid 
rejected loads, be sure you know the requirements before 
sending old tires for disposal. Be aware that burning 
and on-farm burial of used tires is not legal.   

For more general information on the topic, see the article 
“Reducing Mosquito Breeding Sites When Using Tires as 
Anchors for Silo Covers” at https://extension.psu.edu/
reducing-mosquito-breeding-sites-when-using-tires-as-
anchors-for-silo-covers. 

  

RECAP OF PESTICIDE CERTIFICATION 
MEETING MARCH 31ST 

WRITTEN BY: Keith Severson 
Extension Educator, CCE Cayuga County 

Increasing resistance to pesticides which have been 
effective was the theme of a Field Crop Meeting on 
March 31st at CCE Cayuga.   I concluded that the 
question on this topic has shifted from “if” your field 
will develop resistance to “when” your field will develop 
resistance. 

Resistance to pesticides develops when a target pest 
population has decreased susceptibility to a pesticide 
that was previously effective.  It is really natural 
selection that allows the resistance to develop.  The 
most resistant individuals of the population survive to 
reproduce passing their resistance along to their 
offspring.  What we first notice and assume is a miss or 
skip in effective control, is often enough of the resistant 
population to reproduce leading to a potential future 
disaster. 

I had a difficult time rationalizing how a refuge within a 
population of resistant plants could provide protection.  
It seems that any pure plant population will have strong 
characteristics, but nature will look for an Achilles heel, 
create a diverse faction of the population and if their 
genes align you could have the beginning of a group we 
never dreamed of.  

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) strategies are useful 
in reducing potential resistant pest populations and the 
resulting damage caused in the fields in which they 
occur. 

The meeting participants were asked what they would 
do to reduce the chance of resistance in the future.  
Here are their ideas: 

 Scout fields looking for unusual occurrences of 
growth or appearance 

 Improve our ability to identify changes from the 
expected normal 

 Become smarter at predicting the life cycle and 
damage a pest can accomplish 

 Rotate crops within any particular field to break the 
cycle of the pest 

 Become familiar with a number of different control 
mechanisms 

 Be attentive to research developments with the crop 
and pest species 

 Consider that mechanical control may be an 
alternative 

 Have a threshold evaluation approach to pest control 

 Become more familiar with the effect of varying the 
rate of control measures 

 When developing a control plan use the new mode 
of action; numbers to provide a more diverse control 
mechanism for the crop. 

http://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/7q4ppmgdkkcl4l/r5jynw4y/aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZ3d3cuZGVjLm55LmdvdiUyRmRvY3MlMkZtYXRlcmlhbHNfbWluZXJhbHNfcGRmJTJGZW5mZGlzbHRyLnBkZiZ0U1pGMFlsS0pMTUhBa2VubVdWSkdNMWNnOUVMeGdFNUtsS1h0S3E0cXJjJTNEJnJlZ3VsYXRpb25zK2Zvci
http://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/7q4ppmgdkkcl4l/r5jynw4y/aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZleHRlbnNpb24ucHN1LmVkdSUyRnJlZHVjaW5nLW1vc3F1aXRvLWJyZWVkaW5nLXNpdGVzLXdoZW4tdXNpbmctdGlyZXMtYXMtYW5jaG9ycy1mb3Itc2lsby1jb3ZlcnMmeHl4c2ZzR3BTayUyQkRDa1FiVllKTFB6TXU3Z3
http://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/7q4ppmgdkkcl4l/r5jynw4y/aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZleHRlbnNpb24ucHN1LmVkdSUyRnJlZHVjaW5nLW1vc3F1aXRvLWJyZWVkaW5nLXNpdGVzLXdoZW4tdXNpbmctdGlyZXMtYXMtYW5jaG9ycy1mb3Itc2lsby1jb3ZlcnMmeHl4c2ZzR3BTayUyQkRDa1FiVllKTFB6TXU3Z3
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MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES DURING CHALLENGING TIMES  
TAKEN FROM:  PRO-DAIRY e-Alert 

TEN KEY HERD MANAGEMENT 
OPPORTUNITIES ON DAIRY FARMS 

DURING LOW MARGIN TIMES  

WRITTEN BY: Tom Overton, Jason Karszes, Robert Lynch,  
Julio Giordano, and Mike Van Amburgh 

Tighter and likely negative margins on many dairy farms 
now and for much of 2018 make it even more critical for 
dairy producers to focus their management skills on 
making sure that their herd management is “being all that 
it can be.”  

1. Maximize milk component production  

2. Relentlessly seek marginal milk opportunities  

3. Don’t lose fresh cows  

4. Identify and potentially cull low value and low profit 
cows  

5. Ensure that all management protocols are still 
appropriate, are working and are being followed  

6. Don’t incur excess heifer rearing costs: raising 
animals longer than necessary or raising too many  

7. Get the most out of your reproduction program  

8. Optimize neonatal management  

9. Strategically identify ration opportunities  

10. Maximize your feeding management program  

View the full article at:  https://blogs.cornell.edu/
ccecayuga go to the Agriculture tab on top, scroll down 
to Documents and click on “Managing in Challenging 
Times.” 

DO’S AND DON’TS FOR DAIRY FARMERS 
WHEN FACING FINANCIAL DIFFICULTY  

WRITTEN BY:  Wayne A. Knoblaugh 

Wayne A. Knoblauch, Professor, Dyson School of 
Applied Economics and Management, SC Johnson 
College of business, College of Agriculture and Life 
Sciences, has prepared a list of 25 Do’s and 11 Don’ts 
Strategies for farmers. 

To view the full article go to:  https://blogs.cornell.edu/
ccecayuga go to the Agriculture tab on top, scroll down 
to Documents and click on “Managing in Challenging 
Times.” 

FEEDING STRATEGIES DURING 
CHALLENGING TIMES  

WRITTEN BY:  Tom Overton and Larry Chase 

Difficult economics in the dairy industry now and likely 
for much of 2018 have herd owners and their advisors 
working to find opportunities to increase margins and/or 
cut costs. Using averages from 36 New York farms 
completing both the 2016 and 2017 Cornell Dairy Farm 
Business Summary, purchased grain and concentrate cost 
averaged $5.81 per cwt of milk (31% of total operating 
costs) and total feed and crop expenses averaged $7.34 
per cwt of milk (39% of total operating costs). Given the 
large contribution of feed and crop expenses to total 
operating costs, it is logical to carefully evaluate these 
aspects of management. Five key focus areas to ensure 
that your feeding program is all that it can be. 

1. Know and track Income Over Feed Cost (IOFC) and 
Income Over Purchased Feed Cost (IOPurFC) 

2. Make sure you are optimizing use of homegrown 
forages and feeds 

3. Fine tune your feeding management 

4. Strategically review rations with your nutritionist 

5. Carefully review cow and heifer inventories and needs. 

View the full article at:  https://blogs.cornell.edu/
ccecayuga go to the Agriculture tab on top, scroll down 
to Documents and click on “Managing in Challenging 
Times.” 

KEY OPPORTUNITIES TO OPTIMIZE 2018 
CROP PRODUCTION EFFICIENCY  

WRITTEN BY:    Joe Lawrence, Kitty O’Neil,  
Karl Czymmek and Mike Hunter 

Most farms routinely concern themselves with 
minimizing expenses and optimizing profits from both 
the animal and cropping sides of the operation. To 
assure that cost control strategies don’t undermine 
productivity; i.e. cost more than they save, it is a good 
idea to avoid risky choices and to use sound, science-
based information when planning management options.  

1. Use your acres efficiently  

2. Carefully consider crop varieties and seeding rates  

3. Manage tillage and equipment passes across the field  

4. Optimally capture manure and soil nutrients to 
reduce fertilizer needs  

5. Evaluate real pest management needs  

6. Focus on timely and flexible forage harvest and 
storage  

View the full article at:  https://blogs.cornell.edu/
ccecayuga go to the Agriculture tab on top, scroll down 
to Documents and click on “Managing in Challenging 
Times.” 
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Tradition is all around at Fleming Homestead Farm in 
Cayuga County, NY.  

Husband-and-wife James and Larraine Young operate the 
farm that James’s great-grandfather purchased in 1894, 
shortly after he emigrated from England. The farm has 
remained in the family through the generations. 

Each generation has brought change to the farm, too.  
Fleming Homestead Farm has been home to dairy cattle, 
grain crops and vegetable crops.  And, in recent years, many 
of those changes are backed by crop insurance. 

Crop insurance is available for more than 100 crops in the 
United States.  Farmers buy insurance through private 
companies. In some cases, the federal government 
subsidizes a portion of the premiums.  Insurance may be 
paid out for yield or revenue loss to crops, at rates based on 
the amount of insurance purchased.  

“When we first started buying coverage on vegetables, crop 
insurance gave us a cushion if there was a loss,” James 
Young said.  “Vegetables are a high-risk, high-reward crop 
with high input costs. Crop insurance is an opportunity to 
protect against catastrophic loss.” 

Fleming Homestead Farm is 750 acres in the Town of 
Fleming, in New York’s picturesque Finger Lakes region.  
Shortly after graduating from the State University of New 
York at Cobleskill, Young formed a business partnership 
with his father.  They ran a crop, vegetable and dairy farm.   

“It’s a rewarding career,” Young said, “You have an 
opportunity to do something different everyday.” 

Today, on the 550 tillable acres, Young grows corn, 
soybeans, alfalfa, winter barley, rye, green beans, sweet corn 
and peas. Five years ago, he sold the dairy cows. 

“I keep 10 steers to give me something to do when I am 
bored,” Young smiled. 

Most of the grain crops are sold to neighboring dairy 
farms, with the balance marketed through a local broker 
with grain storage.  The vegetables are grown for local 

canneries. 

Young started buying crop insurance on vegetables 15 years 
ago, but has since added coverage for corn and soybeans.  
He is researching a new program for barley and may buy 
insurance for that crop, too. 

Insurance coverage for field crops has become more 
attractive in recent years, as revenue-loss programs have 
adapted to allow payouts for quality-losses, not just yields, 
Young said.     

“At this point in my career, I think of myself as more of a 
risk manager than a farmer,” Young said.  “I put a lot of 
money in the ground, considering the input costs. Crop 
insurance is a guarantee there will be some kind of reward 
at the end.” 

In 15 years of buying crop insurance, Fleming Homestead 
Farm has had just two crop insurance payouts.  The first 
was in 2016 for corn yield loss due to drought, and the 
other payout is anticipated for hail damage to soybeans in 
2017. 

“Both payouts are not large amounts, but they are greater 
than the insurance costs.,” Young said.  “They aren’t 
catastrophic losses, but they are losses just the same.” 

Crop insurance costs vary, depending on the particular 
crop, and each farmer’s risk tolerance, yield averages and 
more.  Advice for those researching crop insurance? 

“Find a good insurance agent that you can work with, who 
can explain how the insurance works on your farm,” Young 
said. 

Cornell University delivers crop insurance education in New York 
State in partnership with the USDA, Risk Management Agency. 
This material is funded in partnership by USDA, Risk Management 
Agency, under award number RM17RMETS524020. 

MANURE AND ROAD REMINDER  
WRITTEN BY: Karl Czymmek,Cornell CALS PRO-DAIRY,  

and Tonya Van Slyke, NEDPA  

With warmer weather finally in the forecast, farms are poised to 
move a lot of manure in the coming weeks. Before transferring 
manure to fields, check soil conditions, tile outlets and weather 
forecast to see if prohibited or high risk conditions are present or 
if heavy or persistent rain is in the forecast. During wet weather, 
the CAFO Permit indicates that the Revised Winter and Wet 
Weather Guidelines should be followed got to http://
nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/publications/files/
WinterSpreadingGuidelines2015.pdf to view.  Manure may not be 
applied to saturated wet soils and conditions are considered to be 
“high risk” when significant rain is forecast within 48 hours or 
when tile outlets are flowing at least moderately from field 
drainage. Fields for application should be selected carefully in 
these conditions. It is always a good idea to monitor tile outlets 
during application. 

Some roads may still be very vulnerable to damage from repeated 
trips with heavy loads. If you are not on a first name basis with 
your local road officials, make it a point to reach out to have a 
conversation about steps you can take to reduce the wear and tear 
from your equipment traffic on roads.  

CROP INSURANCE, TRADITION PAIR WELL AT CENTURY-OLD FARM 

http://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/w65yxnwnxvhj4n/65zllw5d/aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRm5tc3AuY2Fscy5jb3JuZWxsLmVkdSUyRnB1YmxpY2F0aW9ucyUyRmZpbGVzJTJGV2ludGVyU3ByZWFkaW5nR3VpZGVsaW5lczIwMTUucGRmJkFGZ3Rvaks2V1ZkMFNENTJaR0trcVdxUEtSNzdGa201MzlXNjFsazFzczQlM0
http://www.cvent.com/api/email/dispatch/v1/click/w65yxnwnxvhj4n/65zllw5d/aHR0cCUzQSUyRiUyRm5tc3AuY2Fscy5jb3JuZWxsLmVkdSUyRnB1YmxpY2F0aW9ucyUyRmZpbGVzJTJGV2ludGVyU3ByZWFkaW5nR3VpZGVsaW5lczIwMTUucGRmJkFGZ3Rvaks2V1ZkMFNENTJaR0trcVdxUEtSNzdGa201MzlXNjFsazFzczQlM0
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When dealing with federal regulations, it just seems like 
language and understanding of the rule isn’t always as 
clear as we would like. Several weeks ago, I wrote an 
article in VegEdge (https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/
enrollment.php) concerning the water testing compliance 
dates. In the article I noted that the interpretation of the 
dates when water testing needed to be completed were 2 
to 4 years from Jan.26, 2018 for the largest farms. Then 
for each category below, the dates would come later. 
Apparently that isn’t the case. Dates for water testing 
initiation will be in 2-4 years for each category. This 
change is still subject to final approval so stay tuned but 
it is strongly believed that FDA looking to push the 
water testing later into the future as they await new 
research data to improve the accuracy for new testing 
methods. 

In another matter, FDA has reminded us that the 
category of farm size based on value of food sales adjust 
each year in a statement released last week by FDA, 
“Most of the final rules implementing the FDA Food 
Safety Modernization Act (FSMA) have compliance 
dates or exemptions that are based on annual sales 
averaged over the previous three-year period and 
adjusted for inflation. These baseline values were set in 
2011, when FSMA became law, but have changed every 
year because of inflation. The FDA has updated the 
applicable inflation adjusted values for six of the FSMA 
regulations covering 2015-2017, the most recent three 
years for which these values are available”. 

To make better sense of what they are talking about, 
Chris Callahan, UVM and head of the Northeast Center 
for the Advancement of Food Safety sent out the chart 

below. The term DEFLATER is referencing the 
percentage factor for calculating inflation each year as its 
multiplied to the base line values set by FDA to 
differentiate farm size.  

As you can see, since the introduction of the rule, the 
break off points for the categories have risen modestly. 
This might actually change the compliance dates for 
some farms. When the rule began, it was believed that 
the inflation calculation didn’t start until the year each 
farm category came on line. The reality was FDA meant 
for the inflation rate to begin from when the law was 
enacted.  

As new updates and clarifications come out, stay tuned 
to VegEdge (https://cvp.cce.cornell.edu/
enrollment.php) for the latest news. 

Caption: A packed room at a recent PSA food safety training 
in Wayne County.  

NEW FDA CLARIFICATIONS FOR THE PRODUCE RULE ON WATER TESTING AND INFLATION 

WRITTEN BY:  :  Robert Hadad, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program 
Reprinted with permission  
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TIRE RECYCLING SET FOR CAYUGA COUNTY 
SATURDAY, JUNE 23RD , 2018 

8:30 A.M. UNTIL NOON 
HELD AT NATURAL RESOURCE CENTER, 7413 COUNTY HOUSE ROAD, AUBURN, NY 

Looking to comply with the May 2018 deadline NYS DEC 
has established to implement the new regulations for waste 
tire usage?  If you are using tires to hold down bunk covers 
and have not been following information provided 
through Pro-Dairy the following link  on CCE Cayuga’s 
Blog will provide the information.  Go to:  http://
blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga 

If you have excess passenger and pickup 
truck tires on the farm and are looking to 
responsibly dispose of them, consider 
participating in the June 23rd Tire Recycling 
event starting at 8:30 am and concluding at 
12 Noon at the Natural Resources 
Education Center located at Cayuga County 
Soil and Water Conservation District, 7413 
County House Road, Auburn.  Please note 
that this event is open only to Cayuga 

County farms and residents! 

Tires coming in should be clean and free of mud, gravel, 
silage, etc.  There is a $1.50 fee per tire up to 30” or tire 
sidewall; tires 31 inches to 36 inches are $5.00 per tire.  If 
you are planning to bring more than 40 tires, please 
contact Judy wright at CCE Cayuga, 315- 255-1183 ext. 
234 by close of business Thursday June 22nd so we may 

plan to accommodate the potential number of 
tires coming into the collection event. 

We are unable to accept farm tractor tires.  We 
are currently unaware of how to dispose of 
these tires but are continuing to explore 
options.  If you are not able to participate in 
the June 23rd event, please contact Judy for 
information on setting up an account with 
Seneca Meadows for disposal.   
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