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April 2018 
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Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County 

DO YOU VALUE AG ALERT?   

HAS IT INFORMED YOU OF LOCAL EVENTS RELATED TO YOU AND YOUR FARM? 

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County’s Agriculture Program has provided an agricultural newsletter at no charge 
for the last 16 years and we continue to strive to do so.  If this publication has value to you, show your support, clip the form 
below and return with a check payable to CCE Cayuga County, Attn:  Peggy Lillie, 248 Grant Ave, Auburn, NY 13021.   

In Support of  the Ag Alert 

Yes, I value the Ag Alert newsletter put out by Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County’s Agriculture Program.  
Please accept my contribution in support of Ag Alert for the amount of: 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE:    CCE Cayuga County 
SEND to:  Attn: Peggy Lillie 
 248 Grant Avenue 
 Auburn, New York 13021-1495 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address:_______________________________ City:_____________________ State:____   Zip: __________________  

Telephone:_____________________________  E-mail: __________________________________________________  

 $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00  Other $_______ 

Please be sure to put “Ag Alert” 
on the memo line of your check 

The busy meeting season seems to be winding down as we all get ready for spring—which as we write this, seems 
to be taking its time!  Before you climb up in the tractor and get out in the fields, you may want to check out this 
newsletter for important information.  Be sure and check out our website periodically as new program 
opportunities arrive daily and we strive to post them ASAP to keep you up to date. 

 A 2017 study by Cornell University’s Nutrient Management Spear Program of Yield Potential for New York 
Corn Fields was recently released.  Results from the findings can be viewed on Page 3.  

 2017 was also the year for evaluating powdery mildew on pumpkin varieties.  Full results can be found on 
Page 4. 

 Demand for Cherry Tomatoes and Sweet Red Peppers in supermarkets is  high throughout the year.  Page 
6 discusses a field study done last year looking to increase yield for both by proper pruning (tomatoes & 
peppers) and high tunnel grown versus outside grown (sweet red peppers).        

 Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation District has started their annual Tree Seedling and Groundcover 
sale, as well as, Spring Fish Stocking Sale for DEC permitted individuals.  Page 8 has information on placing 
orders for both sales.   

   



 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Below is a list of upcoming events we thought might be important to you!  If you have further questions or need to clarify 
any information, you can always check our Calendar of Events on our website at http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga where 
you can access all the events and happenings.  We try our best to keep information as up-to-date as possible on the website 
for a quick, easy reference available 24/7.  Of course, you can always call our office with any questions or concerns you might 
have at 315-255-1183. 

March 
March 27 & ............ 2018 Pesticide Certification Training Class.  $25 per person plus the cost of study materials.   
April 3 Must be registered.  Go to http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga and click on the red “Click Here to Register 

for Class or Seminar” button.   
March 29 ................ Cornell Organic Dairy Program Farm Tour and Program Held at the Dryden Fire Hall, 26 North 

Street, in Dryden.  $5 covers lunch.  Registration is requested—call Steph at 607-391-2662 or email Abbie 
(ajt248@cornell.edu) to register.  A program called “Are you Robbing Your Pastures to Feed Your 
Livestock?” will be addressed by two noted grazing and grass-fed consultants from 12—2:30 p.m. at the 
Dryden Fire Hall, 26 North Street, in Dryden.  The event begins with lunch followed by presentations by 
Altfrid Krusenbaum, a Wisconsin-based grazing consultant helping grazing dairy and beef farmers, and 
Cleason Horst of Friendly Blends soil amendments in Canandaigua.  Krusenbaum will discuss organically 
managing pastures on his 470-acre farm to generate profit.  After operating a grazing dairy for several 
years, he now raises grass-fed, grass-finished beef; hay; and small grains.  Horst will talk about the 
depletion of soil fertility in pastures and how farmers can identify this by understanding soil lab reports. 

March 29 ................ NY FarmNet Webinar “Stressed?  What to Do About it” This free webinar for farmers and agri-
service workers begins at 1 p.m.  The webinar will discuss the different types of stress, identify symptoms 
of stress and warning signs, discuss stress management techniques, illustrate how stress may affect farm 
business management decisions, identify warning signs and evaluating individual stress levels and provide 
information on where farmer may go to get support.  To participate in the webinar, go to https://
cornell.zoom.us/j/305255353. 

March 31 ................ Pruning Workshop A workshop on pruning young apple trees is set for 9—11 a.m. at Cornell 
Cooperative Extension of Tioga County in Owego.  Cost is $5 per person.  Contact Barb Neal 
(ban1@cornell.edu, 607-687-4040, ext. 304) 

APRIL 
April 2 .....................  Pro-Dairy Transition Cow Management Online Course.  Seven week online course. For more 

information or to register go to:  https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/events/online-courses/transition-cow-
mgmt. 
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2018 AGRICULTURAL LITERACY WEEK 
 MONDAY, MARCH 19TH THRU FRIDAY, MARCH 23RD 

In celebration of New York agriculture, volunteers throughout the state read this 
year’s selection, Before We Eat: From Farm to Table written by Pat Brisson and 
Illustrated by Mary Azarian to school children from kindergarten up to third grade.  
The 2018 Ag Literacy Week runs from Monday, March 19 th thru Friday, March 23 rd .   

The 2018 Ag Literacy book displays the vast opportunities and diversity that New York 
agriculture encompasses. Students will be taken on the journey from farm to table to understand 
different aspects of agriculture and the many possible careers involved. This is a captivating 
glimpse on what it takes to bring the food we eat to us in order to nourish our bodies and spirits. 

From the busy hub of New York City, to the mountains of the Adirondacks, and to the fertility of the Finger Lakes our 
state is expansive and encompasses all types of agricultural industries. Careers and post-secondary education opportunities 
are abundant in traditional and developing food-centric industries. Agriculture contributes over $37 billion to the New 
York State economy and ranks in the top ten in the nation for yogurt, apples, grapes, calves, and onions, among other 
products. These products and industries create careers essential to the food system that are not always initially thought of: 
arborists, soil engineers, animal geneticists, butchers, aquaculturists, truck drivers, grocers, and more. 

Students and teachers are also provided with hands -on lessons and receive follow up activities.  The book 
is then donated to the school or classroom library.  Thank you to the Cayuga County Farm Bureau who has 
been a generous benefactor for the Ag Literacy Program in Cayuga County by purchasing and donating the books 
for Ag Literacy Week.   
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WHAT DO NEW YORK CORN FIELDS REALLY YIELD?  
THE CASE FOR USING YIELD MONITORS 

Quirine Ketterings, Karl Czymmek, Tulsi Kharel, and Sheryl Swink 

Cornell University Nutrient Management Spear Program, PRODAIRY 

Corn silage and grain yields 
have steadily increased since 
World War II (Figure 1) with a 
slightly greater increase per 
year for corn grain than for 
corn silage, possibly reflecting 
an emphasis on corn grain 
improvement by plant 
breeders in the past decades. 

With an increase in yield 
comes the question: has the 
ability of improved crop 
varieties to explore the soil for 
nutrients kept up with higher 
yield or do we need to supply 
more N fertilizer to meet N 
needs? Further, we need to 
look at what differences in 
field traits (within and between) 
affect yield beyond the hybrid 
selected and the N fertilizer or 
manure that was applied. 
Nationwide evaluation of N use shows that overall, 
farmers are using the same average fertilizer N rates even 
while yields have been increasing.  Does that hold true for 
New York? With increasing focus on the water and air 
quality impacts of nutrient losses from agriculture, 
combined with higher risk of loss when nutrient 
applications are in excess of plant need, these questions 
are more important than ever for the future of agriculture 
in New York. 

Before we can answer these questions, we need to know 
the actual yield levels for corn grown for grain and also 
for corn grown and harvested for silage. We also need to 
know how stable yields are from year to year as fields that 
deliver stable yield results will likely require different 
management from fields that yield low one year and high 
the next, depending on the growing season. 

With a growing number of choppers joining the fleet of 
combines with yield monitors we now have the 
opportunity to summarize large yield datasets to help 
update several important issues: these include the ability 
to generate an updated general yield potential database, 
the opportunity for farms to develop and maintain their 
own yield potential database, and the ability to more 
quickly test if higher yielding fields, zones within fields, or 
specific varieties need higher N applications to meet or 
exceed potentials. 

The first requirement when working with yield monitors, 
is to make sure they are calibrated regularly. However, 
even with well-calibrated equipment, yield data from 
monitors need to be combed for obvious errors through a 
cleaning process, especially for silage yield monitors 

(Figure 2). To ensure we use the best possible data, 
cleaning protocols were developed recently for both grain 
and silage that now allow for fairly quick checking and 
cleaning of data for all corn grain and silage yield data in a 
particular harvest year. A manual that will help producers 
or consulting companies do this will be released in early 
2018. 

Continued on Page 5 . . . 

Figure 2: A consistent data cleaning process is essential for 
creation of reliable multi-field and multi-year yield maps. 

Figure 1: New York State average corn silage and grain yields over time show a steady increase 
1948 – 2015 in both silage and grain yields but also large year-to-year variation. Yield data source: 
New York State Agricultural Statistics Service. 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/whatscroppingup/files/2017/12/NY-Corn-Yields-Fig-2-2dsh5jr.png
https://blogs.cornell.edu/whatscroppingup/files/2017/12/NY-Corn-Yields-Fig-1-1wowvmt.png
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PUMPKIN VARIETY TRIAL RESULTS FROM 2017 
Darcy Telenko, CCE Cornell Vegetable Program;  

from VegEdge newsletter, 3/1/18 

Pumpkin varieties were evaluated for powdery mildew 
resistance and yield in Cornell Vegetable Program trials in 
Batavia and Portland at the Cornell Lake Erie Research 
and Extension Laboratory (CLEREL). Ten varieties were 
evaluated Kratos, Ares, Corvette, Honky Tonk, Grey 
Ghost, Jack Sprat, Moonscape, Shadow Moon, Jason and 
Thor (see descriptions in TABLE 1-below). 

Trials were planted on June 1 and June 16 in Batavia and 
Portland, respectively. Two seeds from each variety were 
planted in each of five hills spaced 2 feet apart with six 
foot spacing between rows.  Weeds were controlled by 
pre application of Strategy (3 pt/A) on June 1 and 
followed by a post application of Sandea (0.5 oz/A) on 18 
June in Batavia; and Strategy (4 pt/A) applied on 17 June 
in Portland.  Hand-weeding of plots was done as 
necessary to catch any weed escapes.  

Powdery mildew was first detected in Batavia on Kratos 
on 2 August and in Portland on 10 August. In Batavia, 
Grey Ghost had the lowest amount of powdery mildew, 
followed by Moonscape and Shadow Moon. Honky Tonk 
and Thor had the highest amount of powdery mildew 
develop (Figure 1– right). The highest yielding pumpkins 

by weight were Honky Tonk, Kratos Thor, Ares, and 
Corvette, while the lowest yielding was Moonscape 
(TABLE 2—below). Honky Tonk and Jack Sprat had the 
greatest amount of fruit (10 per plot), while Moonscape 
and Shadow Moon had only one.  

Continued on Page 5 . . . 

TABLE 1: PUMPKIN VARIETY, DAYS TO MATURITY (DTM) AND DESCRIPTION 

VARIETY (SEED SOURCE) DTM Type 
Kratos Farmore F1 (Harris Seed) 100 20-30 lb dark orange fruit, intermediate resistance to PM 

Ares Farmore F1 (Harris Seed) 115 22-28 lb dark orange fruit, intermediate resistance to PM 

Corvette PMR F1 (Seedway) 110 12-15lb med. Orange, semi-bush, PM res. 
Honky Tonk (Seedway) 100 15-20lb dark orange, PM res. 

Grey Ghost (Seedway) 105 Specialty 11-15lbs (looks like Australian butter) NOT PM res. 
Jack Sprat (Seedway) 95 3-4lb med-dark orange PM res 
Moonscape (Seedway) 105 Specialty (looks like orange Hubbard) NOT PM res. 
Shadow Moon (Seedway) 105 Specialty (Looks like Long Island Cheese) NOT PM res. 

Jason (Siegers) 100 20-22lb med orange, PM res. 
Thor (Siegers)   105 20-25lbs, dark orange NOT PM res. 

TABLE 2: PUMPKIN YIELD 2017 
  Portland, NY Batavia, NY 

Variety 
Number of fruit Yield (lb/plot) 

Fruit weight 
(lb/fruit) Number fruit Yield (lb/plot) 

Fruit weight 
(ave. lb/fruit) 

Kratos   6.0 b  55.0 a  8.7 b  6.3 b  64.2 ab  9.0 ab 

Ares   5.0 bc  60.6 a  11.9 a  5.0 b  45.3 abc  9.1 ab 

Corvette   6.3 b  52.2 ab  8.5 b  4.3 bc  35.2 a-d  7.7 abc 

Honky Tonk  4.7 bc  29.4 bcd  6.5 bc  10.0 a  74.1 a  7.4 abc 

Grey Ghost  3.3 cd  10.8 de  3.4 de  5.7 b  29.7 bcd  4.7 bcd 

Jack Sprat  9.0 a  18.8 cde  2.1 e  10.0 a  25.8 bcd  2.6 cd 

Moonscape  1.0 d  3.3 e  2.1 e  1.0 c  1.2 d  0.7  d 

Shadow Moon  1.7 d  10.0 de  5.4 cd  1.0 c  11.7 cd  8.5  ab 

Jason   3.0 cd  26.3 cde  8.8 b  4.7 b  38.7 a-d  8.5 ab 

Thor   5.3 bc  41.0 abc  8.0 bc  4.7 b  53.2 abc  11.7 a 

Means followed by the same letter(s) in a column are not significantly different according to Fisher’s Protected LSD (P=0.05). 
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With this new data cleaning process, the Nutrient 
Management Spear Program in partnership with farmers 
and consulting firms, is now analyzing data from test 
farms located in Northern New York through a grant 
supported by the Northern New York Agriculture 
Development Program. The hope is to expand this 
beyond the farmers currently involved and thus create a 
statewide database for corn grain yield and for corn silage 
yields per soil type in the coming years. Once data are 
cleaned, we can create yield frequency histograms     
(Figure 3). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These types of histograms show the range of yields and 
how many fields with this soil type provided a certain 
yield. For example, in the case of 43 fields with the 
Hogansburg soil shown in Figure 3, the average yield was 
19.9 tons/acre while 5 fields out of 43 yielded more than 
25 tons/acre and one field averaged 27.5 tons/acre 
(maximum reported for the example shown in Figure 3). 
These histograms allow for determination of means, 
medians, ranges in yields, etc. and they can help us (1) 
quickly update the yield potential database for corn grain 
that is the foundation for the basic N guidelines; and (2) 
develop an independent database for yield potentials for 
corn grown for silage. 

Stay tuned for further updates! A call for participants will 
be shared with farmers and farm advisors as funding to 
proceed at a larger scale is granted.  The protocols for data 
sharing are available through the NMSP website http://
nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/NYOnFarmResearchPartnership/
YieldDatabase.html. The data-processing protocol will be 
added to this page once completed. 

Acknowledgments 

We thank the farmers and farm consultants that have 
participated in the yield potential evaluation project to 
date. For questions about these results contact Quirine M. 
Ketterings at 607-255-3061 or qmk2@cornell.edu, and/or 
visit the Cornell Nutrient Management Spear Program 
website at: http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/. 

WHAT DO NEW YORK CORN FIELDS REALLY YIELD? Continued from Page 3. . .  

Figure 3: Histogram of yields of Hogansburg soils (N=43) in 
northern New York. Gray are fields harvested in the year of 
reporting. In white are all fields of this soil type harvested and 
recorded to date, previous years included. 

In Portland, Shadow Moon, Moonscape and Grey Ghost 
had the lowest amount of powdery mildew during the 
season (Figure 2– right). Thor had the highest amount of 
powdery mildew develop on 18 and 25 August, followed 
by Jason and Honky Tonk. By 12 September all varieties 
were infected by powdery mildew, Grey Ghost,  
Moonscape and Shadow Moon had 51% or less leaf tissue 
infested (Figure 2—right).  The highest yielding pumpkins 
in Portland by weight were Kratos, Areas, Thor, and 
Corvette, while the lowest yielding was Moonscape and 
Grey Ghost (TABLE 2).  Jack Sprat had the greatest 
amount of fruit (average 9 per plot), while Moonscape 
and Shadow Moon had only one. 

PUMPKIN VARIETY TRIAL RESULTS FROM 2017 Continued . .  

This article “Pumpkin Variety Trial Results from 2017” can be viewed in its entirety AND in color to better view the graphs at 
our website: http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture Tab on top and click on “Ag News” tab. 

This article “What do New York Corn Fields Really Yield?” can be viewed in its entirety AND in color to better view the graphs 
at our website: http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture Tab on top and click on “Ag News” tab. 

https://blogs.cornell.edu/whatscroppingup/files/2017/12/NY-Corn-Yields-Fig-3-2hal5fs.png
https://blogs.cornell.edu/whatscroppingup/files/2016/03/NMSP-ack-uommxg.png
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/NYOnFarmResearchPartnership/YieldDatabase.html
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/NYOnFarmResearchPartnership/YieldDatabase.html
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/NYOnFarmResearchPartnership/YieldDatabase.html
http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/
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CHERRY TOMATOES AND SWEET RED PEPPERS IN HIGH TUNNELS 
Amy Ivy, CCE Eastern NY Commercial Horticulture Program 

Last summer we ran some trials at the Cornell Willsboro 
Research Farm’s high tunnel looking at a couple of 
popular summer crops: cherry tomatoes and sweet red 
bell peppers.  

Pruning Cherry Tomatoes 

Left unpruned, cherry tomatoes quickly become a 
tangled mess, especially when grown under the 
protection of a high tunnel. Growers question whether 
it’s worth the time and effort to prune and train them. 
This was the second season we studied three different 
pruning methods and our conclusion is even stronger: 
training to the double leader system provided the 
most benefits as measured by labor efficiency, yield, 
and net revenue. 

The three systems we 
studied were single leader, 
double leader, and multi 
leader. We simplified the 
multi leader system in this 
second year to more 
closely simulate what 
often happens on farms. We began the multi leader 
treatment as a double leader but stopped pruning at the 
first harvest, doing only minimal training to keep the 
long shoots out of the aisles. We continued to prune and 
train the single and double leader treatments throughout 
the project.  

The single leader took the least time to prune, train and 
harvest but had a significantly lower yield. Using $12/
hour for labor and $4/lb for gross price for 200 plants, 
the double leader system in our trial would have brought 
an additional $1390 in net profit over the multi leader 
system. 

And because labor is the largest expense on most 
vegetable farms, the increased efficiency of harvesting 
the double leader system over the multi-leader is another 
important factor. Our average yield per hour of harvest 
was 45.1 lbs/hr for the double leader compared to 34.8 
lbs/hour for the multi leader due to the dense, tangled 
growth that develops when left unpruned. 

Sweet Red Peppers 

This trial addressed three questions detailed below. The 
field variety was Red Knight and the greenhouse variety 
was Sprinter. The seed company recommends the 
greenhouse varieties be grown with supplemental heat 
but we used an unheated greenhouse to replicate what 
many growers have. We wanted to see how well a 
greenhouse variety would perform in these less than ideal 
conditions. The peppers were harvested as they ripened, 
with 60-80% red coloration. 

What are the yield and timing differences between 
Red Knight grown inside an unheated tunnel 
compared to grown outside?  The tunnel plants 
yielded earlier and more than double the outside (field) 
plants making the tunnels a 
clear benefit. In 2017 we had 
record rainfall and cold 
temperatures until mid-July 
which made for a very slow 
start; we saw a marked 
difference in vigor between 
the tunnel and outside plants. 
First harvest in the tunnel was 
August 30 and first harvest 
outside was September 9. 
Unseasonably warm temperatures in September allowed 
the plants to continue to ripen fruit until early October. 
We have received funding to repeat this study in 2018 to 
see if the differences in yield and timing remain 
consistent. 

What are the yield and timing differences between 
the varieties Red Knight and Sprinter grown in the 
same unheated high tunnel?  Red Knight yielded 
earlier then tapered off while Sprinter began yielding 
later and kept on yielding until killed by freezing 
temperatures in early November. The total yield on 
Sprinter was slightly higher than Red Knight but it was 
later, from mid-September through October when fresh 
market demand is less (see chart Page 7).  

Which pruning and training method works best 
for Sprinter, the greenhouse variety of pepper? 
We compared two pruning methods; the customary 
stake and weave method and the seed company’s 
recommended double leader system, and tracked the 
time spent pruning and training as well as the harvest 
dates and yields. The double leader system took twice 
as long to manage compared to the stake and weave 
system, and the stake and weave system yielded more; 
an average of 4.24 lbs/plant with the double leader 
system and an average of 5.72 lbs/plant with the stake 
and weave system. The double leader system would 
work best when the plants are grown under the 
recommended ideal conditions with supplemental heat 
to allow for an earlier planting date and longer harvest 
period. 

Graph caption: This graph shows the efficiency of harvesting each 
treatment. The multi-leader  is consistently the least efficient to harvest 
due to denser growth. 
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Beginning January 1, 2018, New York State farmers may claim a 
new refundable tax credit for qualified food donations made to a 
food pantry, food bank, or other emergency food program.  The 
credit is equal to 25 percent of the fair market value of qualified 
donations, with a maximum benefit of $5,000 per year.  Please 
refer to the following FAQs to see if you qualify for this tax 
benefit.       

Q: Who is eligible for the credit?  The credit is available to 
farmers whose income is primarily attributed to farming activity in 
the State and are subject to the corporate franchise tax or personal 
income tax. A farmer who is a partner in a partnership or a 
shareholder of a New York S corporation may also qualify. 

Q: What is a qualifying food donation?  Eligible donations 
include fresh fruits, vegetables, eggs, and meat products grown or 
produced in New York State. Donations of apparently wholesome 
food that meets all quality and labeling standards, even though the 
food may not be readily marketable due to appearance, age, 
freshness, grade, size, surplus, or other conditions, will qualify.  

Q: Who is eligible to receive food donations?  To qualify for the 
credit, eligible food donations must be made to food banks, food 
pantries, or other emergency food programs operating in New 
York State that qualify for tax exempt status under IRC § 501(c)(3). 

Q: How much is the credit worth? The tax credit is a refundable 
credit equal to 25% of the fair market value of qualified 
donations.  Taxpayers are limited to maximum credit of $5,000 per 
year.   Example: An eligible farmer makes qualified donations 
during tax year 2018 that have a fair market value of $12,000. The 
eligible farmer would be allowed a credit of $3,000 calculated as 
follows: $12,000 (fair market value of qualified donations) X 25% 
= $3,000. 

The fair market value of qualified donations is generally the market 
price of the donated crop, determined in accordance with current 
federal standards.  The fair market value using these standards is 
determined: 

• without regard to internal standards, lack of market or similar 

circumstances, or by reason of being produced by the taxpayer 
exclusively for the purposes of transferring the food to an eligible 
food pantry; and 

• by taking into account the price at which the same or substantially 
the same food items (as to both type and quality) are sold by the 
taxpayer at the time of the contribution or in the recent past. 

Q: What is needed to claim the credit? In order to claim the 
credit, the taxpayer must receive and keep a receipt (letter or other 
written communication) from the eligible food pantry showing the 
following: 

• the name of the eligible food pantry, 

• the EIN of the eligible food pantry, 

• the date and location of the qualified donation, and 

• a reasonably detailed description of the qualified donation. 

Q: When does the tax credit program start? The credit is 
effective for taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 
2018.  Donations made during the tax year may be claimed on the 
return for that tax year. Example:  A qualified donation is made 
on February 1, 2018.  The farmer will claim a credit against that 
donation when he files his 2018 tax return.  
Donations made prior to January 1, 2018 will not be eligible for the 
credit.    

Q: Can a farm deliver donations through a third party, such 
as a not-for-profit food aggregator or an agricultural 
cooperative? Donations made to a food pantry through a third-
party IRC § 501(c)(3) entity may qualify for the credit so long as the 
third-party nonprofit can provide the eligible farmer with a 
reasonable accounting of the donation and a receipt from the food 
pantry. 

Food donated by a third-party for which the eligible farmer has 
already received compensation will not qualify.   

Q:  Can farmers donating dairy products receive the tax 
credit? If a dairy farm processes, bottles and delivers its own milk, 
this will qualify as an eligible donation as long as the farmer making 
the donation meets the definition of an eligible farmer. 

FARM DONATIONS TO FOOD PANTRIES CREDIT 

 

CHERRY TOMATOES AND SWEET RED PEPPERS IN HIGH TUNNELS Continued . . .  

This project was funded by the Northern New York 
Agricultural Development Program which is supported by 
the New York State Senate and administered by the New 
York State Department of Agriculture and Markets.  The 
detailed report of these trials will be posted later this year 

This article “Cherry Tomatoes and Sweet Red Peppers in High Tunnels” can be viewed in its entirety AND in color to better 
view the graphs at our website: http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture Tab on top and click on “Ag News” 
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SPRING TREE SEEDLING AND  
GROUNDCOVER SALE 

The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation 
District will be holding their Annual Spring Tree 
Seedling and Groundcover Sale. The District is offering 
a variety of New York grown conifers, hardwoods, 
shrubs, and groundcovers.  These seedlings, transplants 
and other plants are a very low-cost way to prevent 
erosion, improve water quality in our lakes and streams, 
to promote wildlife in your area, as well as create noise 
and visual buffers, and both snow and wind 
breaks.  The Conservation District will be taking orders 
through Tuesday, April 24, 2018. The pickup date will 
be Friday, May 4, 2018.    

To get an order form and description brochure, call the 
Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation District at 
(315)252-4171, ext. 3, or stop by their office located on 
County House Road in Sennett.  They are available 
Monday - Friday from 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM.  Order 
forms are also available at their website:  http://
www.cayugaswcd.org 

SPRING FISH STOCKING SALE 

The Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation District 
will be holding a Fish Stocking Sale this spring.  A variety 
of fish for ponds will be available for sale, including 
rainbow trout, largemouth bass, yellow perch, bluegill, 
black crappie, channel catfish and minnows.  Grass carp 
will also be available, but landowners must have a NYS 
DEC permit in order purchase them.  The Conservation 
District is currently taking orders for these 
species.  Orders will be taken through Tuesday, May 8, 
2018. The pick-up date is Monday, May 14, 2018 at 11:00 
AM at the Cayuga County Soil and Water Conservation 
District. 

To get an order form, go to their 
website 
at:  www.cayugaswcd.org, call us 
at (315)252-4171, ext. 3, or stop 
by their office located on County 
House Road in Sennett.  They 
are available Monday - Friday 
from 7:30 AM - 4:00 PM.   
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