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Sincerely, 

 In case you were not aware, Cayuga County now has an approved updated Agriculture and Farmland Protection Plan 
that is gearing up for implementation.  Page 3 gives some more information about the updated plan and ways you 
can help implement the plan to keep Cayuga County farms and agriculture-related businesses sustainable and viable.  
Don’t be shy, volunteer to help implement this important plan. 

 We are nearing the time to consider adding any agricultural properties not currently in an Agricultural District.   
March is Cayuga County’s Annual Property Inclusion Period (this varies from county to county) and forms will be 
available on line to do this.  Page 3 discusses why agricultural properties currently not in an ag district should be, as 
well as more information on adding agricultural property to one. 

 Are you in compliance with New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Law regarding the Pesti-
cide Reporting Law?  For  a summary of the Pesticide Repor ting Law see Page 4 and Pesticide Reporting 
Sheets for private applicators can be found on Pages 5 & 6. 

 The one time opportunity and the final decision to update yields and reallocate base acres for commodity crops is 
fast approaching and must be made by the landowner at the FSA Office.  Once decisions are made on yields and 
base acres you have until March 31st to elect which 
programs to enroll in.  Page 4 provides a quick over-
view and offers a good suggestion for the first step to 
get started before the February 27th deadline.  Also, 
the November and December 2014 Ag Alerts located 
at http:blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga offer some more 
information but your best source of information is 
your local FSA office.  

 There has been a change in the process of how the 
2015 Cornell Guidelines (Cornell Recommends) 
will be ordered.  This year you can order a regular 
printed copy, a digital copy or both!  If you  choose 
to order directly from CCE of Cayuga County 
through our bulk order you can mail in the order form 
provided on Page 7, or go to https://
reg.cce.cornell.edu/SpringSavings_205 and 
place your order online.  All orders must be re-
ceived by February 14.   When we take delivery 
of the Guidelines, we will notify you  that your copy 
is available for pick up at our office.  If you want 
Guidelines mailed to your home, shipping charges of 
$4 per guide apply. 

2015 Agricultural Literacy Week  
 Monday, March 16th through Friday, March 20th 

  

Each year in March, volunteers throughout the country read a 
book with an agricultural theme to second graders in celebra-
tion of agriculture.  Students and teachers also benefit from 
hands-on lessons and  follow up activities provided. The book 
is then donated to the school or classroom library. Last year 
2,000 books were donated while thousands of second graders 
participated in fun and educational activities with the focus 
being agriculture.  The Cayuga County Farm Bureau contin-
ues to be a generous benefactor for the Ag Literacy Program 
in Cayuga County by purchasing and donating the books for 
Ag Literacy Week.   

This year, the signature book is Weaving the Rainbow by 
George Ella Lyon and illustrated by Stephanie Anderson. In 
this beautiful story a young girl leads the reader through the 
process of raising and caring for animals, with the end result 
of using their well-cared for 
fleece as the medium for her 
weaved artwork. Students will 
see the steps of shearing, card-
ing, spinning and dying before 
she can make a beautiful tapes-
try.  

If you would like to volunteer 
to read to your local school and 
introduce children  to an im-
portant aspect of agriculture, 
contact Keith at 315-255-1183 
ext. 225. 
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Upcoming Events 

Below is a list of upcoming events that we thought might be important to you!  If you ever have further questions or 
need to clarify any information, you can always check out our website http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga, go to the Ag 
Calendar under the Agriculture tab on top.  We try our best to keep information as up-to-date as possible so that you 
have a quick, easy reference available 24/7.  Of course, you can always call our office with any questions or concerns 
you might have at 315-255-1183. 

JANUARY 

January 20-21 The 2015 Operations Managers Conference.    Held at the Holiday Inn, Liverpool/Syracuse.  Organized 
by the PRO-DAIRY Program at Cornell University and the Northeast Dairy Producers Association (NEDPA), this con-
ference provides an opportunity for people responsible for day to day activities on dairy farms to increase their manage-
ment and operations skills while interacting with other managers.   For more information, or to view the agenda go to: 
http://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/OMC/index.html 

FEBRUARY 

February 3 Lake Ontario Winter Fruit School  Quality Inn, 125 North Main St., Newark, NY 14513.  Recertification 
Credits available.  The LOF Winter School is an opportunity to provide updates on recent research results, new pest 
issues, disease control, new technologies, and fruit supply topics to help growers continue to compete and produce high 
quality fruit. There are several guest speakers from Cornell faculty, and the team.  For more information or to register go 
to:  http://lof.cce.cornell.edu/. 

February 5 Finger Lakes Soybean/Small Grains Congress  From 8:30 a.m. until 3 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, 2468 NYS 
Route 414, Waterloo. Recertification Points & CCA Credits available.  Register by January 28, 2015. Cost for the Semi-
nar is $45 for persons not enrolled in NYWNY Team (if you do not receive the monthly NWNY newsletter “Ag FO-
CUS” either by mail or email you are NOT Enrolled in the NWNY Team) or $35 for an enrolled NWNY Team member.  
Each additional person (same farm) is $30.  For more information or to register online go to http://
nwnyteam.cce.cornell.edu/events.php. Or call Cathy Wallace at phone 585-343-3040 extension 138. 

February 11 Vegetable & Small Fruit Webinar “Soil Health Through Reduced Tillage and Cover Crops”  The Winter 
Wednesday Lunch Series of vegetable and small fruit production webinars returns for its fourth year. Penn State and 
Cornell University have teamed up to present this series of webinars to keep you informed about critical production is-
sues. Third in the series is scheduled for Wednesday, February 11th.  Presenters are Carol MacNeil, Cornell Vegetable 
Program Specialist, and Thomas Bjorkman, Associate Professor, Cornell Cost is $10 for the session. For more infor-
mation on the entire series and to register, go to our website http://blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture 
tab and click on Ag News or to register by phone call 724-627-3745.   

February 19-21 Farmers Market Manager Training Conference  Ramada Inn in Liverpool. The conference will focus on 
farmers markets and building programs and services that maintain connections with the market farmers, consumers, and 
host communities. Keynote speakers, Gretchen Wall of the Produce Safety Alliance and John Luker, NYS Department 
of Agriculture and Markets, will discuss food safety, specifically the Food Safety Modernization Act and current food 
safety regulations. Get more information at http://www.nyfarmersmarket.com/annual-conference.  

MARCH 

March 1—March 30 Cayuga County Agricultural District Annual Property Inclusion Period  See page 3 of this issue of 
Ag Alert for more information.  Forms for inclusion are available by going to http://www.cayugacounty.us/Departments/
PlanningandEconomicDevelopment.aspx. 

March 1 Deadline for LEADNY  LEAD New York, a program of seminars, workshops and field travel, is for committed 
individuals who wish to step up and make a difference in our food, agricultural, and natural resource industries. Our 
alumni include growers, lenders, shippers, retailers, educators, marketers, consultants and others just like you.  For more 
information or to apply go to www.leadny.org. 

March 4 Vegetable & Small Fruit Webinar “Using Sanitizers in Wash Water”  Fourth in the series of vegetable and 
small fruit production webinars.  Cost is $10 for the session.  For more information go to our website http://
blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture tab and click on Ag News or to register by phone call 724-627-
3745.  

March 11 Winter Dairy Management School  to be held at the Hilton 
Garden Inn, 74 State Street, Auburn.  From 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  Cost 
is $35 per person includes morning coffee break and lunch.   Watch for 
further details to arrive in your mailbox or for more information call or 
email Judy Wright at 315-255-1183 ext. 234 (jlw24@cornell.edu) or 
Keith Severson at 315-255-1183 ext. 225 (kvs5@cornell.edu). 

March 25 Vegetable & Small Fruit Webinar “Tomato Nutrition in 
High Tunnels”  Cost is $10 for the session or $35 for the series.  Fifth in  
the series of vegetable and small fruit production webinars.  Cost is $10 
for the session.  For more information go to our website http://
blogs.cornell.edu/ccecayuga.  Go to the Agriculture tab and click on Ag 
News or to register by phone call 724-627-3745.   

Are there any farms using Quickbooks  who 
would like to learn more about this method of 
keeping farm records?  If so 
please give Keith (ext. 225) 
or Judy (ext. 234) a call—
315-255-1183. If there is an 
interest, we could organize a 
group to share Quickbooks 
tips and tricks. 

http://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/OMC/index.html
http://www.nyfarmersmarket.com/annual-conference
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Cayuga County is a participant in the New York 
State Agricultural Districts Program, which is in-
tended to protect farmland and encourage its con-
tinued use for agricultural production. Under the 
program, Agricultural Districts are created and 
maintained pursuant to the statutory authority of 
the New York State Agriculture & Markets Law. In 
accordance with §303-b of the New York State Ag-
riculture & Markets Law, Cayuga County will hold 
its annual thirty-day Agricultural District Inclusion 
Period from March 1, 2015 to March 30, 2015. 
During this time a land owner may submit to the 
Cayuga County Department of Planning & Eco-
nomic Development a request for inclusion of land 
which is predominantly viable agricultural land 
within a certified agricultural district. 

The Annual Inclusion forms will be available in 
March on the Cayuga County Department of Plan-
ning & Economic Development web page at:  
http://www.cayugacounty.us/Departments/
PlanningandEconomicDevelopment/
AgriculturalFarmlandProtection/
AgriculturalDistricts.aspx.   

Forms can be mailed, faxed or dropped off in per-
son to the Cayuga County Department of Planning 
& Economic Development located at 160 Genesee 
Street; 5th Floor; Auburn, NY 13021 until March 
30, 2015. Property owners with questions on the 
Agricultural District Annual Inclusion process may 
contact Kari Terwilliger with the Cayuga County 
Department of Planning & Economic Development 
at (315-253-1485). 

Concern for Agricultural Properties That 
You Own But Haven’t Signed Into The  

Agricultural District 
By:  Keith Severson 

Ag Resource Educator 

The old provisions were that you needed to wait until 
the specific district was up for renewal to insert new 
parcels recently acquired.  Now you are allowed to 
request that a parcel be placed in the appropriate Ag 
District without the wait.  If the previous landowner 
had the parcel in a district, you are all set.   

So, why would you want to make sure all of your 
property that is involved with farming be in an Agri-
cultural District?  The simple answer is it impacts 
your “Right to Farm” protection on that parcel.  It 
doesn’t affect your ability to receive an agricultural 
exemption on Real Estate taxes, you can apply to be 
considered for that exemption whether the parcel is 
in or not.   

Many times across a number of counties, when I 
have been involved in a circumstance where the 
landowner wanted “Right to Farm” protection, as we 
pursued the situation it was a parcel that somehow 
didn’t get registered as part of the Agricultural Dis-
trict and made resolving a problem more difficult. 

“Right to Farm” protection might be described as 
limited liability protection against a private nuisance 
suit associated with smell, dust, lighting or noise dur-
ing an accepted farming practice.  

Agricultural District discussion couldn’t be more 
timely because the Cayuga County’s sign–up period 
has just been announced and is March 1—March 31, 
2015.  More information  is below regarding the sign
-up process.   

Cayuga County Updates Agriculture and 
Farmland Protection Plan (AFPP) 

By: Judy Wright 
Ag Resource Educator 

After nearly 17 years Cayuga County now has an 
updated Countywide Agriculture and Farmland Pro-
tection Plan (AFPP).  The update was led by Cayuga 
County Department of Planning and Economic De-
velopment (CCDPED) with guidance from an Advi-
sory Committee and input from over 100 Cayuga 
County farmers, agencies and members of the pub-
lic.  CCDPED was notified November 24, 2014 that 
the Commissioner of New York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets (NYSDAM) had approved 
the plan which was the last step in formalizing the 
AFPP.   

The AFPP sets the framework for supporting current 
farm operations, expanding economic opportunities 
for new agricultural businesses and for increasing 
the awareness and appreciation for agriculture in our 
communities.  The original AFPP was developed 
and adopted in 1997; while it was a solid foundation 
for supporting agriculture it was time for an update.  
After receiving a grant from NYSDAM for the up-
date in September of 2012 work began in early 2013 
with the formation of a steering committee and took 
18 months to complete the nearly 75 page document 
which can be found on line at 
www.cayugacounty.us/agplan. 

The Cayuga County AFPP has identified three 
Goals to accomplish between 2015 and 2025 with 
five Key Action Items to be completed in the first 
three years. If you are interested in helping imple-
ment the AFPP contact Cayuga County Planning 
Department at (315) 253-1276 or emailing  
planning@cayugacounty.us. 

Cayuga County Agricultural District 
Annual Property Inclusion Period 

By:  Kari Terwilliger 
Cayuga County Dept. of Planning and Economic Development 

http://www.cayugacounty.us/agplan
mailto:planning@cayugacounty.us


 

 

The Pesticide Reporting Law (PRL) (Environmental 
Conservation Law Article 33, Title 12) was enacted on 
July 8, 1996. The New York State Department of En-
vironmental Conservation (NYSDEC) is responsible 
for implementing the data collection portion of this 
law. 

The PRL requires the annual submission of reports by 
February 1 of each year, detailing pesticide activities 
for the prior calendar year. Certified Commercial Ap-
plicators, Technicians, Aquatic Anti-Fouling Paint 
Applicators and Commercial Permittees (including 
Importers, Manufacturers and Compounders) are re-
quired to submit the annual reports, even if that report 
is to signify that you had NO activity. 

The New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC) encourages you to file your 
report electronically. This method of reporting may be 
the least costly to you, while being the most accurate 
method of reporting. Please visit http://
www.nysprl.com/ for more information.   

NYSDEC has pads of the "Applicator/Technician Pes-
ticide Annual Report." These pads are provided free to 
the regulated community. For convenience, the back 
of each page provides an area for recording daily rec-
ord keeping information (Dosage Rate, Method of Ap-
plication, Target Organism, Place of Applica-

tion).  Handwritten reports and electronic media 
should be mailed to:  

 NYSDEC 
 Pesticide Reporting 
 PO Box 10699 
 Albany, NY 12201-5699. 

The PRL also reaffirms record keeping requirements 
for commercial permittees, commercial applicators/
technicians and private applicators. 

Records of the restricted pesticides purchased and 
used by a certified private applicator need to be main-
tained on the "Certified Private Applicator Record of 
Restricted Pesticide Purchase and Use" form. These 
forms are not submitted to the NYSDEC, but main-
tained on site for at least three years. For your conven-
ience, we have included a sample sheet of the Private 
Applicator/Technician Pesticide Record Form on Page 
5 & 6 of this Ag Alert Issue.   
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If you have attended a session explaining what the 
new Farm Bill will be providing as options for you 
to consider as a risk management tool against re-
duced yields, price and/or total revenue it may have 
been a lot of information to sort out.  There will be 
a number of opportunities to review this infor-
mation before the time comes to make a choice.  
Determining what will be best for your farm can be 
postponed, but the place to begin is a visit to the 
FSA office to determine that your past cropping 
efforts with commodity crops are maximized for 
your benefit. 

Base Acres: what are the totals on each farm for  
Commodities grown from 2009 to 2012, and 
should they be “reallocated”. 

Yields: Can you provide the yield for  each of 
your commodity crops grown on that farm in the 
years 2008 through 2012? If there seems to be 
some missing information, FSA may be able to as-
sist filling in some minor blanks. 

There will be opportunities to review the specifics 

on the selection of PLC versus ARC.  However, all 
parties that are advising are saying be sure to get 
Base Acres and Yields straight with the FSA of-
fice first and early on. 

New York Certified Organic  

Sets Winter Meeting Dates 

New York Certified Organic/NYCO has set its winter 
2015 meeting dates for January 13, February 10 and 
March 10  to help grain and dairy farmers throughout the 
state. 

The free NYCO meetings start at 10 a.m. in the Jordan 
Hall auditorium at the New York State Agricultural Ex-
periment Station, 614 W. North St. in Geneva.  Topics 
include:  The increasing demand for New York-grown 
organic small grains; Soil health for organic growers with 
Penn Yan organic grain grower and miller Klaas Marten; 
Why good forage quality is not a matter of luck; and the 
perennial issue of weed control for organic crop growers. 
The meetings also include a discussion circle. 

Registration is not required; participants bring a dish to 
pass for the potluck lunch. For more details, contact Fay 
Benson at (607) 753-5213, afb3@cornell.edu.  

Pesticide Reporting Laws 
By: Keith Severson 

Agricultural Resource Educator 

If you or someone associated with your farming operation 
is interested in attaining a NYSDEC pesticide applicator’s 
license and would like materials or a class to help pre-
pare for testing,  please contact Keith (kvs5@cornell.edu ) 
or 255-1183 (ext. 225) to help determine class size and 
order the correct number of study books.  Watch Febru-
ary’s Ag Alert for dates and more information! 

New Farm Bill Risk Management Options and Their Selection for Commodity Crops 
By:  Keith Severson 

Agricultural Resource Educator 

mailto:kvs5@cornell.edu
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  RESTRICTED PESTICIDE PURCHASE RECORD 

DATE PURCHASED TRADE NAME EPA PRODUCT REGISTRATION NUMBER 
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Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected  
Veterans, and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities 

 

The information given herein is supplied with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied by Cornell Coop-
erative Extension. Where trade names are used, no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied. Every effort has been made to provide 
correct, complete and up-to-date pesticide recommendations. Nevertheless, changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are 
possible. Any recommendations herein are not a substitute for pesticide labeling. Please read the label before applying. 

Online Mushroom Production  
Course Offered February 2015  

Forest mushroom cultivation 
is an emerging niche crop 
with potential to improve 
farmer stewardship of forests 
while offering a unique and 
highly desired product. Learn 
the background, techniques 
and economics of small out-
door (forest grown) commer-
cial mushroom production in an online course 
starting February 24th.  BF 150: Woodland 
Mushroom Cultivation is a 6-week online course 
that consists of weekly real-time webinars fol-
lowed by homework, readings, and discussions 
on your own time in an online setting. This class 
is part of the line-up of 12 online courses of-
fered by the Cornell Small Farms Program. Go 
to http://smallfarms.cornell.edu for more infor-
mation or to learn about other online courses 
being offered for small farms.    

Attention Conservationists & Hunters 

Pheasant Release Program Announced 

Each Year the New York State Department of Environ-
mental Conservation (NYSDEC)  makes available ap-
proximately 60,000 day old pheasant chicks for individu-
als to raise and release on public lands.  The program 
known as the Cooperative Day-old Pheasant Chick Pro-
gram (DOCP) was designed to assist in revitalizing the 
ring-necked pheasant population in the area.   

Cornell Cooperative Extension of Cayuga County is a 
facilitator of the DOCP program and helps to order and 
distribute the day old chicks to participating individuals. 
If you are interested in rearing pheasant chicks for release 
on public lands you can register on our website at  
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/cayugapheasants13-2-2_205 or 
call Peggy Lillie (ext. 238) 
Cornell Cooperative Exten-
sion at 315-255-1183 exten-
sion 238.   Chicks will be 
available for pick up at our 
office (248 Grant Avenue, 
Auburn, NY) in mid May. 

 

 

 

Order DEADLINE is 
Friday, March 13, 2015 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fBeN-4arMD7WEMbC5Wo95jkXF3ByODoc2mbMOEM45uCZt1Y66nSXH_sgz4tY8qN301k3U6xHztNw6aSSJyTTRv5ucQVNF8AAXakxkLu_EWSquo19nQYWJ-xtaBb7GZNXIargV8nVUqmQI4jnDu73GROuRkgHERopUiZVv3Mec_mxAfxYGOMRvtds9k5frjimmFLpGjw3K6gHWzVf34ZR5FUy1ekWpsVFM5sa
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001fBeN-4arMD7WEMbC5Wo95jkXF3ByODoc2mbMOEM45uCZt1Y66nSXH_sgz4tY8qN301k3U6xHztNw6aSSJyTTRv5ucQVNF8AAXakxkLu_EWSquo19nQYWJ-xtaBb7GZNXIargV8nVUqmQI4jnDu73GROuRkgHERopUiZVv3Mec_mxAfxYGOMRvtds9k5frjimmFLpGjw3K6gHWzVf34ZR5FUy1ekWpsVFM5sa
https://reg.cce.cornell.edu/cayugapheasants13-2-2_205

