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Sincerely,

April 2017 

RECYCLE E-WASTE! 
DATE: Saturday, May 13, 2017 
LOCATION: Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES 
  1879 W. Genesee Street Rd. 
  Auburn, NY  
 

 Computer Equipment 

 Fluorescent Light Bulbs 

 Video Game Systms 

 Small Freon Appliances (40 lb. limit) 

 Propane Tanks 

 Universal Power Supplies 

 Cell Phones 

 Toner/Ink Cartridges 

 Televisions. Requesting donations of $10 per 
CRT monitor or tube TV or $20 for 
extremely large TV’s. 

 Shred Documents Up to two (2) document boxes 

RECYCLE TIRES! 
DATE: Saturday, June 24, 2017 
LOCATION: Natural Resource Center 
  7413 County House Road 
  Auburn, NY  
 

 Recycle your old tires. 

 Up to 40 tires per household. 

 Tires on and off rims are accepted. 

 Cost: $1.50 per car tire  
 **Price subject to change** 

 Size limit 30 inches TALL (outside diameter) 

 Reduce risk of fire and West Nile Virus! 

 No Businesses Please! 

 31” to 36” TALL are $5 each  

Tractor Tires  
If you are looking to dispose of tractor tires, we are 
unable to accept them at this event but please call 
the office so that we can help you dispose of them 
properly 315-255-1183. 

Recycling Events Sponsored by: Cayuga County 
Soil & Water Conservation District, Cornell 
Cooperative Extension Cayuga County, Cayuga 
County Department  Planning & Economic 
Development, Cayuga County Solid Waste 
Management Program Office, Cayuga Recycles.  

 

UPCOMING RECYCLING EVENTS 
For Cayuga County Residents 

 As winter meeting season starts to wind down and thoughts head to 
spring field work, please take time to review any safety and standard 
operating procedures with employees to make this upcoming season of 
field work as safe as possible for everyone on the farm. 

 Unless some pressing or newsworthy items come up in the next few 
weeks, this may be the last official AgAlert! until later this fall.  In the 
meantime, please check our website at http://blogs.cornell.edu/
ccecayuga.     

 Two recycling events are scheduled, the first is for recycling 
ELECTRONICS on May 13th and the next is scheduled for June 24th 
for recycling CAR and TRUCK TIRES.  See the insert to the right for 
more information.  Also note, the May 13th recycling event will have 
confidential document shredding.  PLEASE NOTE: There are small 
fees associated with some items which will be collected at the events. 

 While forage season is still a few weeks away, it is not too early to 
consider evaluating forage cutting height.  The article on Page 2 makes 
a good case for needed adjustments to manage quality of both the feed 
and forage stand. 

 During the recent grain marketing program held at CCE Cayuga, an 
interesting piece of information was shared related to global dairy 
prices; the information can be found on Page 3. 

 Are you ready to make a Clean Sweep of your old pesticides that have 
been sitting in the corner of the barn?  NYSDEC has announced that 
CleanSweepNY pesticide collection and disposal program is once again 
making its way back to our region (DEC Region 7).  You must pre-
register by April 21, 2017.  More information can be found on Page 4. 

 The USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is again 
preparing to conduct the Census of Agriculture.  You may be surprised 
to know that it has been five years since the last Census of Ag was 
conducted.  This December, you will receive in your mailbox 
information to complete and we encourage you to do so.  It is critical 
for everyone to participate; the information collected is used to 
demonstrate the value and importance of agriculture across the US.  
More information to follow! 

 Do you have a dairy farm with less than 300 mature dairy cows and 
would like to have a Comprehensive Nutrient Management Plan 
(CNMP)?  Funding is available to cover 80% of the cost of services to 
develop or update an existing CNMP.  Dairy farms with fewer than 700 
mature cows may also receive funding for Best Management Practices 
that are in a CNMP.  More information can be found at http://
prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/dairy_acceleration/ or by calling Pro-Dairy 
program coordinator Caroline Potter at 315-683-9268. 

http://prodiary.cals.cornell.edu/dairy_acceleration/
http://prodiary.cals.cornell.edu/dairy_acceleration/
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PERRENIAL FORAGE CUTTING HEIGHT  
Written by:  Joe Lawrence, Cornell PRO-DAIRY  

Last summer during a farm visit, the farmer had just 
purchased a nice new discbine. On the day I was 
there, he and the equipment dealer were replacing 
the shoes on the cutter bar with thicker ones. This 
farm has predominately grass forages and the farmer 
recognized that this new machine was cutting much 
shorter than his former haybine, and he knew this 
was not good for the grass.   

This topic has been written about several times 
over the last decade, but warrants a refresher. 
Recommended cutting height is not a “one size fits 
all” scenario. Consider 
the crop species, field 
conditions, ash content 
of the harvested forage, 
time of year and age of 
the stand. As this 
scenario demonstrates, 
new machines may not 
be set up appropriately 
for your forage stands.   

The prevalence of 
discbines over the last 
few decades allows a 
closer cut to the ground 
(if you choose) without 
as much risk of costly 
damage that often 
occurred with 
traditional sicklebar 
mowers. This makes it 
very tempting to lower 
the cutting height a few inches to get extra yield. 
Research from Miner Institute indicates that up to 
½ ton DM/season (three cuttings) can be gained by 
lower cutting height from 4 inches down to 2 
inches, without a sacrifice of quality.  

So if increased yield is the benefit, what are the 
issues?  From a mowing standpoint, there is a risk 
of scalping an uneven field and increasing the ash 
content (amount of dirt and debris) in the forage.  
Tom Kilcer, Advanced Ag Systems refers to this as 
“minimum-till haylage.” 

Nutritionists indicate that the presence of ash in 
forages is becoming a chronic problem on many 
dairies.  It has been reported that a 2 percent 
increase in ash (from 9 to 11 percent) can reduce 
milk by 1.9 lbs/cow/day (Sniffen, Fencrest, LLC.).  
This is certainly significant. 

In addition the connection between cutting height 
and ash content, improperly set up rakes can add to 
this issue as well.  While rakes need to be able to 

pick up all the hay, they are often set closer to the 
ground than needed. 

Crop species is a critical factor in determining an 
appropriate cutting height.  Because alfalfa 
generates new shoots from the crown of the plant 
after each cutting, it can generally tolerate a very 
low cutting height.  Conversely, a low cutting 
height on grass can be very detrimental.  Grasses 
have to re-grow from the stubble left in the field. 
Therefore, if grasses are cut too short, the plant is 
robbed of the energy reserves it needs to re-grow. 

In research conducted at 
Miner Institute, the effect of 
cutting height on orchardgrass 
and reed canarygrass was 
measured in a greenhouse 
experiment.  This work 
showed that first year reed 
canarygrass was completely 
killed at a 2-inch cutting 
height.  The orchardgrass did 
regrow, but at a much slower 
rate.  The 2-inch orchardsgrass 
required 38 days to reach a 
height of 16 inches.  In 
contrast, at the 4-in cutting 
height, both grasses responded 
quickly after cutting and 
measured 16 inches of 
regrowth in just 21 days. 

 

 

Alfalfa 

 Manage cutting height based on field 
conditions, time of year and considerations for 
ash content in forage 

 Consider higher cutting height in fall to help 
capture and retain snow cover 

Grass 

 A minimum of 3-4 inches stubble is critical 

 Grass stands are even more sensitive in the 
seeding year 

 The loss in grass stand productivity from 
cutting too low far outweighs any yield boost 
you might get from harvesting a few extra 
inches in that one cutting 

Mixed Stands 

 In mixed stands cutting height could actually 
be used as a management tool for stand 
composition by choosing a cutting height that 
either favors grass or alfalfa. 

SO LONG STEFAN! 

 
 
 
 

Stefan Lutter 
 

Stefan Lutter has announced his resignation as Resource 
Environmental Educator from CCE Cayuga County.  Stefan is 
a graduate of Cornell’s Master of Regional Planning Program, 
and had previously earned a B.S. in Environmental Studies 
from the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences at the 
University of Vermont. He hails from Cazenovia, NY, and his 
passion for the environment stems from his love for and 
connection to the Finger Lakes Region after growing up in 
Trumansburg. 

Stefan has taken a job with the Madison County Planning 
Department.  Good Luck, Stefan! 
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THE DAIRY COMPLEX 

By:  John Berry, Penn State Extension 

After a two year slump, global dairy prices rallied 
since mid-year now up significantly from historic 
lows.  Uncertainty about the global economy, and 
subdued demand for milk and milk products keeps 
the dairy sector from capitalizing on low oil and 
grain prices. 

Mid 2016, milk production from the top five global 
exporters was down a mere 1.3% year-over-year, 
the first stretch of contraction since early 2013.  
Meanwhile, exports from those same suppliers 
were up 6%.  This has begun to make a dent in the 
surplus, but higher payout prices in recent months 
have improved farmer confidence and could lead 
production to snap back in 2017. 

 

In the first three quarters of 2016, china imports 
were up 16% vs. last year on a milk-equivalent ba-
sis, but still down 15% from 2014 volume.  Two 
years ago, 60% of China imports were milk powder 
(milk-equivalent basis).  This year just 43% of im-
ports are milk powder, while purchases of UHT 
milk, infant formula and cheese have increased to 
record levels.  China imports seem to be more a 
function of declining domestic supply, rather than 
robust demand. 

The world’s cheese trade has been good this year, 
with greater imports from the United States, Japan, 

and the Middle East/North Africa region offsetting 
flat imports from Mexico and south Korea.  Euro-
pean Union (EU) and New Zealand suppliers have 
been aggressive, taking share from the United 
States, which has been at a pricing disadvantage all 
year.  EU cheese supplies are tight, aided by good 
domestic demand (and in the United States). 

United States 2015 2016 2017 

Milk cows (thousands) 9,317 9,330 9,360 

Milk, lbs/cow 22,394 22,770 23,170 

Milk, $/cwt (all) 17.12 16.05 16.85 

Cheddar, $/lb 1.645 1.595 1.650 

Butter, $/lb 2.06 2.060 1.920 

Powder, $/lb 0.903 0.820 0.950 

Counties ranked by million metric tons of milk produced in 2015 

1 European Union (EU-27) 155,950   

2 India 154,000   

3 United States 96,343   

4 China 39,450   

5 Russian Federation 30,085   

6 Brazil 27,100   

7 New Zealand 21,150   

8 Mexico 12,100   

9 Ukraine 10,330   

10 Argentina 10,000   

11 Australia 9,700   

12 Canada 8,685   

13 Japan 7,340   

14 Belarus 7,212   

15 Korea, Republic of 2,193   

16 Taiwan, Provence of China 395   

17 Philippines 25   
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The information given herein is supplied with the understanding that no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied by Cornell Cooperative Extension. 
Where trade names are used, no discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied. Every effort has been made to provide correct, complete and up-to-date 
pesticide recommendations. Nevertheless, changes in pesticide regulations occur constantly and human errors are possible. Any recommendations herein are not a 
substitute for pesticide labeling. Please read the label before applying. 

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 

Cornell Cooperative Extension is an employer and educator recognized for valuing AA/EEO, Protected Veterans,  
and Individuals with Disabilities and provides equal program and employment opportunities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED  

REGISTER BY APRIL 21st 

Pre-Registration packets can be obtained from the NYSDEC, telephone 877-793-3769 or contact 
CleanSweepNY by e-mail at info@cleansweepny.org.  More information can be obtained at  

http://www.cleansweepny.org/   

The Spring 2017 NYSDEC CleanSweepNY pesticide collection and disposal program will take place the week of 
May 8th. Completed Registration forms to NYSDEC must be submitted by April 21, 2017:. 

The CleanSweepNY program is a collaborative effort that would only be possible with the cooperation of our vari-
ous partners such as the NYSDOT and DEC Region 7 staff.  NYSDOT staff will help with the staging of this 
event by providing drive-thru garage bays at two (2) highway maintenance facilities located in various towns in 
DEC's Region 7.  NOTE: This CleanSweepNY event will only be available to those counties in NYS DEC Region 7: 
Broome, Cayuga, Chenango, Cortland, Madison, Onondaga, Oswego, Tioga and Tompkins Counties  

Since CleanSweepNY's inception in 2002, over 1.65 million pounds of chemical wastes have been collected for 
disposal.  

NYSDEC Region 7 Pesticides Staff: 607-753-3095. 


