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A multifunctional tool…



with logistical challenges.



Fit to the farm and field application.



How do we use them to be 
successful with less tillage?

What’s happening under tarps?

Two Big Questions



The Long-Term Permanent Bed Exp



Use tarps as a tillage tool.

• Make fewer
passes

• Reduce
intensity

• Try no-till



SPRING SUMMER

WINTER

Find tarping windows



Manage pre-plant 
soil conditions. 

• Warm soils
• Manage water



Increase plant-available soil N.



Kill living weeds.
Till Tarp



Reducing weeds

Reduce the weed seed bank 
over the long-term.

Till Tarp



Tarp Tarp + mulch

Mulch for long-season weed 
suppression.



Give perennials more attention.



Terminate winter hardy 
cover crops

Nook & Cranny Farm, NY



Use tarps + other soil health practices



www.smallfarms.cornell.edu

http://www.smallfarms.cornell.edu/
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