
 
 

   

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides  

equal program and employment opportunities 
 

 

 Announcements 
 
August 20, 2020, at 6 pm - Fly and Pest Control for Livestock 
via ZOOM.  FREE, but registration is required. Deadline to 
register is August 19, 2020. ZOOM Link will be emailed to regis-
trants. Register online at https://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?
id=1255 or call (315) 866-7920 or email your information to her-
kimer@cornell.edu  
 
August 25, 2020, Online Tour of Ardent Flour Mill, Port of 
Albany—the same tour at  12:30 – 1:00 PM and from 7:00 – 7:30 
PM. Free of charge, but registration is required. 

This meeting WILL NOT be recorded to view later. 
Ardent Mills is the largest flour mill east of the Mississippi. They 
would like to source New York wheat. This is an opportunity to 
learn about the mill.  
 Video tour of Ardent Mill 
 Introduction to the Food Safety Modernization Act 
 Wheat Quality Testing 
 Wheat Grading Standards  
Pre-Registration is REQUIRED online at https://tinyurl.com/
OnlineArdentMillTour. 
 
August 27, 2020 from 7:30 - 8:30 pm Does Refinancing Debt 
Make Sense for Your Farm Business? Online via Zoom. This 
meeting is free, but pre-registration is required.  Info & Register 
at https://caahp.ccext.net/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=95. The 
deadline for registration is Tuesday, August 25, 2020. 
Cornell Hemp Virtual ‘Office Hours’ Fridays in August, reg-
ister at https://hemp.cals.cornell.edu/2020/08/04/cornell-hemp-
virtual-office-hours-fridays-in-august/ 
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FYI 
 
2020 Seed Company Family Tree  
 
Video Explains Meat Inspection Regulations  The Organization for  Competitive Markets 
has posted a video on Meat Processing and Inspection with Dr. James Dillon, Director of the 
Texas Meat and Poultry Inspection Program. The video discusses the difference between feder-
al, state, and custom-exempt inspection, as well as the implications of different legislation rela-
tive to each type of inspection. The one-hour video and a PDF slide file are both available 
online.  Related ATTRA Publication: Working with Your Meat Processor (from ATTRA 
News) 
 
 

Agronomy Notes—Aaron Gabriel 
 
A good rain came in time to help crop considerably and reduce numbers of potato leafhoppers, 
aphids, and mites.  We now have another heat wave.  This will speed up insect development as 
well as crop development.  Pay attention to corn maturity. 
 
Corn:  I have seen several fields of very nice corn.  The 
western bean cutworm is active, feeding on corn ears.  
“Doesn’t my traited corn protect against this pest?”  
Well, the answer is it depends.  Which genetic traits does 
your hybrid have?  There are several, and each is specific 
in the protection it provides.  The “Handy Bt Table” will 
help you determine which traits are effective against the 
various corn pest, https://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2020/02/
handy-bt-trait-table-updated/ .  Find WBC info at https://
blogs.cornell.edu/whatscroppingup/2018/09/26/western-
bean-cutworm-in-new-york-state/  

Western bean cutworm.  Medium size &  
larger larvae have two dark bands 

behind the head . 
 
Spider mite feeding damage on a corn leaf.  Rain has 
washed most of these tiny pests off the leaves. 
 
 

Armyworm damage on sorghum-sudan 
in southern Columbia Co. 

Once these larvae get to medium size,  
they have a voracious appetite. 

 
 
 
 
This is the pupa of a ladybeetle. 
Ladybeetles are predators that  
eat aphids, mites, and other soft-bodied insects. 
 

https://cdn.farmjournal.com/s3fs-public/inline-files/FarmJournal-SeedGuide2020-SeedFamilyTree.pdf
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Soybeans:  From other  par ts of New York, there have been repor ts 
white mold, Rhizoctonia and other diseases.  I have not seen any signifi-
cant disease.  My fear has been that the dry weather would sorely reduce 
yields because of aborted flowers.  At least in this field, there has been 

good pod set.  More rain would have improved it. 
 
Tall waterhemp (related to pigweed) in soybeans. 
 
Tall waterhemp is very difficult to control because it is 
prolific, germinates through the season, and is resistant 
to several herbicides.  More info is at https://
www.canr.msu.edu/field_crops/uploads/archive/
Tall_Waterhemp.pdf .  If you see a few lonely weeds in 
your field, identify them, to be sure that they are not 
new invaders. 
 
 

Waterhemp on Aug 10th.   
It must have germinated from the last rain. 

 
Applying a second residual herbicide with a post-emergent application is re-
quired for season long control and so that waterhemp does not proliferate. 
 
 Here is an interesting article about “Using Cereal Rye Cover Crop and 
Narrow-Row Soybean to Manage Herbicide-Resistant Waterhemp” - https://
crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2020/08/using-cereal-rye-cover-crop-and-
narrow-row-soybean-manage-herbicide-resistant 
 
Alfalfa:  It has been a tough year  for  alfalfa with drought and potato leaf-
hopper.  If you want to maintain your stands for a few more years, pay close attention to alfalfa 
vigor and fall harvest.  Alfalfa need 7 weeks of good growing in the fall.  Typically we do not 
harvest past September 1st.  Then if we take a fall harvest, it is after growth has stopped (late 
October or later depending on the year).  Forage is short this year.  Weigh the cost of buying 
additional forage versus reseeding an alfalfa field, in your decision to harvest as much as you 
can. 
 If you are short on forage and your alfalfa field is getting very thin and there is consid-
erable bare ground (50% or so), and there is no grass filling in, consider inter-seeding a winter 
grain (wheat preferably since it will mature closer to the maturity of alfalfa) or Italian ryegrass.  
Inter-seed in mid-September.  This will increase your spring harvest. 
 

Use Growing Degree Days to Monitor Corn Maturity   
(from Erik Smith, Central NY Dairy, Livestock, & Field Crops Team) 

 Growing Degree Days for corn are Base 86/50 degree F and calculated by taking the 
average daily temperature, ((Daily Max Temp - Daily Min Temp)/2) – 50.  But the maximum 
temperature cannot be more than  86 degree F and the minimum less than 50 degree F. 
 Planting date GDDs continue above the 15 year average and definitely above the 30 
year “normal” for the date and the May 10 and 20 planting dates are near record GDDs for this 
date. 
 Tasseling/silking (1200 GDDs) should be completed at most locations except for corn 
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planted June 1 and at higher elevations.  If you know your GDDs for your hybrid to physiologi-
cal maturity(black layer) subtract off 150 GDDs to get you roughly the GDDs needed to silage 
harvest dry matter for that hybrid. 
 As noted previously, Joe Lawrence from the ProDairy Program suggests taking note of 
tasseling dates as those might serve as a better starting place to project corn silage harvest dates 
than planting dates. Silage harvest is likely to begin at about 800 GDDs after tasseling for 101-
110 day hybrids and 750 GDDs for 96-100 day hybrids.  Using the GDDs after tasseling to har-
vest and the Climate Smart Farming Website’s 15 year GDD data it is possible to make projec-
tions as to when corn silage harvest might begin.  
https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/publications/e-leader-newsletter 
 If you saw tasseling/silking in the middle of July look to start harvesting corn si-
lage the last week of August or first week of September.  That may still seem rough in terms 
of when to begin, but for planning purposes you should be making plans for an early start for 
corn silage harvest this year unless weather changes drastically to temps below the 15 year av-
erage.  It is always hard to think of corn silage being too dry, especially after 2019, but think 
back to 2018 where dry matters actually started to get ahead of us at harvest which also began 
late August to early September. 
 Some of the greatest corn yield losses can occur from drought stress at tasseling/
silking.  Kernels 10-14 days after silking (R2-blister stage) may abort from drought stress.  As 
of 4 August, all eight of our counties were listed in the abnormally dry category at the United 
States Drought Monitor site and much of Saratoga County indicated as moderate drought: 
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?NY 

To find the GDD for your area, go to: http://climatesmartfarming.org/tools/csf-growing-degree-
day-calculator 
 
A good guide on corn development and our reference for growth stages and GDDs is: 
https://ipcm.wisc.edu/download/pubsGuides/UW_CornDevGuide.pdf 
 
 
Grain Storage:  We are near ing the end of small grain harvest.  Some problematic oat are 
still in the field, trying to ripen and dry down.  Here are the questions we ask at harvest so that 
we get grain into condition for long-term storage. 
 How long can I hold my grain at its present moisture? 
 At what moisture does it need to be for long term storage? 
 What will be its equilibrium moisture content at the current average daily temperature and 

humidity?  
 If I am using natural air to dry the grain, how long will I need to run my fan?  To answer 

this you will need to know: 
  What is the capacity of my fan in cubic feet per minute? 
  How many bushels of grain are in the bin? 

 
The answers to these questions will be different for each grain.  To find tables of information to 
answer these questions, go to, https://www.ag.ndsu.edu/graindrying/documents/eb35.pdf .   
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