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 Announcements 
 

July 8, 2020, ZOOM Meeting, 6:00-7:30 PM, Small Rumi-
nants for Beginners.  If you have a poor  internet connection, 
you also have the option to call in on your phone. Free, class lim-
ited to 40 participants. To register , please visit: https://
tinyurl.com/SmallRuminantsBeginners.  
 

Agronomy Notes—Aaron Gabriel 
 
Just a short Ag Report this week: 
 I have not seen any, but keep an eye out for common 

armyworm.  They may not be widespread, but there may 
be an occasional hotspot on your farm. 

 Potato leafhopper remain high.  See the PLH damage on 
this soybean leaf.  Check new seedings. 

 Small grain harvest is underway, starting with winter barley.  
For malting barley, the allowable storage time is about 13 
days for 18% at 78°F , 17 days at 17% and 35 days at 16%..
(from American Malting Barley Assoc).  We are going into a 
“heat wave” of 90O temperatures.  Consider the temperature 
inside the bin, and that we limit air temperature to 100O F 
when drying grains that need to maintain their germination.  It 
is important to quickly dry down grain to 12% moisture or 
less for storage in hot bins. 

 Corn is looking good.  Although, some areas missed rain and 
this week I saw corn curled due to moisture stress. 

 Soybeans are looking good.  Nodulation, even in a dry region 
was good.  

 Keep an eye out for palmer amaranth and tall waterhemp.  
Call me if you suspect that you have these weeds.  https://
extension.psu.edu/invasive-pigweeds-palmer-amaranth-and-waterhemp  
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 Dry years like this is when poisonous plants become a problem in pastures.  Here is a Penn 
State Univ article that has some relevance to us.  “Understanding Poisonous Pants in Hay 
and Pasture”, https://extension.psu.edu/understanding-management-of-poisonous-weeds-in-hay-and-
pasture?
j=543653&sfmc_sub=25490375&l=159_HTML&u=11073325&mid=7234940&jb=6&utm_medium=email&
utm_source=MarketingCloud&utm_campaign=FAFC-2020-JULY-02-GN-EM-
Field+Crop+News&utm_content=FAFC-2020-JULY-02-GN-EM-
Field+Crop+News&subscriberkey=003d000003ADcjPAAT 

 
 This year second cutting in most areas did not have the rain to produce much.  What 

should you do at this point?  Here are comments from Joe Lawrence, ProDairy For-
age Specialist: 

Overall, better to take what is there and hope for a better 3rd cutting 
 If the area does get rain, the regrowth is much more likely to benefit and respond to the rain 

than the older growth there now  
 Leaving the forage standing in the field is only going to diminish quality even if its not real-

ly growing  
 Alfalfa – if PLH is present, all the more reason to cut and monitor regrowth 
 Grass – pay close attention to cutting height, don’t try to compensate for low 2nd cut yield 

by cutting lower  
 Cutting low will just further hamper the stand and slow regrowth (3rd cut) progress 
 
“PERENNIAL FORAGE CUTTING HEIGHT” 
https://ecommons.cornell.edu/bitstream/handle/1813/66993/Cutting%20Height%20June%
202016.pdf?sequence=2&isAllowed=y 

 
 
  

Soybean leaf tip is yellow due to 
potato leafhopper feeding. 

Hemp dogbane is toxic and found in pastures. 

Palmer amaranth is a difficult weed to control.  An identi-
fying characteristic of this pigweed family plant is the leaf 
petiole being as long as the leaf.  Here it is slightly shorter 
due to moisture stress while growing. 
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