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“The past is our definition. We may strive with good reason to es-
cape it, or to escape what is bad in it. But we will escape it only by 

adding something better to it.”  — Wendell Berry 
 

 Announcements 
 
Friday, June 26, 12:15-1:00 PM—No-Till Pasture Improve-
ment with Rick Kersbergen of UMaine Extension 
REGISTER: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/
register/8516802082452911376  
 
June—September—Univ of Vermont Hemp Webinar Series, 
https://www.nyhempexchange.org/2020/06/11/uvm-webinar-series/?
utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%
3A+NysHempExchangeAndGrowersNews+%
28NYS+Hemp+Exchange+and+Growers+News%29  

 
Thursday, June 25th, 6 pm—7:30 pm, Alternative Poultry for 
Beginners – Online Meeting to learn more about the basics of 
raising alternative poultry like Guinea hens, ducks, geese, and tur-
key. http://blogs.cornell.edu/capitalareaagandhortprogram/2020/06/15/
alternative-poultry-for-beginners-online-meeting/  

 

Agronomy Notes—Aaron Gabriel 
 
Alfalfa—  Alfalfa weevil feeding is diminishing.  I saw just a cou-
ple large larvae this week.  Potato leafhopper are on the rise.  I 
have not seen any nymphs, but all alfalfa, but especially new seed-
ings should be checked for PLH.  For action thresholds go to 
https://fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/forages/insects-forage-crops/
potato-leafhopper/.  
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Baleage— During the fermentation process, the first day or two involves aerobic respiration, 
where all the oxygen is used by aerobic bacteria and carbon dioxide is produced.  This 
“gassing” can cause baleage bales to inflate.  It should be minimal and last just a couple to a 
few days.  The less gas, the less oxygen was present, which means a good job was done making 
and wrapping the bales.  Bales should be wrapped within hours, especially on hot days.  As 
grasses  become more mature, they lose quality and are more difficult to ferment for baleage. 
 
Corn—Corn is looking good.  There has been one report of significant black cutworm damage.    
Infestations can be spotty.  “To side-dress or not to side-dress, that is the question?”  Urease 
inhibitors help conserve nitrogen until rain dissolves the urea and washes it into the soil.  How-
ever, it is not 100% efficient and its effectiveness decreases over time.  So do not expect mira-
cles. The climate prediction center is forecasting a greater chance of warmer than normal tem-
peratures and normal chances of rainfall.  So, my advice is to delay side-dressing as long as 
possible, dribble on liquid fertilizer with a urease inhibitor or knife in granular fertilizer.  Avoid 
broadcasting on urea, but if you do, use a urease inhibitor and only if  > 1/2” of rain is in the 
forecast.  If we do get insufficient rain this season, plants will use less nitrogen than if we get 
adequate rain.  So, be conservative in the amount of nitrogen you apply. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Soil Moisture: Below row crops, there is still decent soil moisture despite 
the dry spell.  Left picture is corn stubble ground, middle is rye stubble, right 
is rolled rye with moisture at the surface directly under bunches of rye residue. 
 

The amount of ammonia nitogen loss for UR (urea) and urea with inhibitors added (NBPT and DCD).  
Graph A is daily ammonia nitrogen loss .  Graph B is cumulative loss.  Even with urease inhibitors, nitro-
gen loss begins in a couple days after application.  Heat and humidity accelerate this process. 
From “Agronomic efficiency of NBPT as a urease inhibitor: A review” 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2090123218300638?via%3Dihub  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2090123218300638?via%3Dihub
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Small Grains— I expect little Fusarium headblight this year.  Continue to 
watch the weather and grain heading.  Apply fungicides if there is a wet 
period lasting several hours.  Usually bacterial diseases occur in wet 
weather, but these oats have what seems to be a bacterial leaf blight.  
Spring barley is beginning to head out, as are some oats.  But oats were 
planted over a long time frame this year.  Late-planted oats may have a 
hard time this year. 
 
Grain Storage Management - Plan ahead for grain storage and where to 
put the up-coming harvests, especially if you will have more grain carryo-
ver than usual. 
 Now is a good time to repair and maintain any grain conveyance sys-

tems to prepare for harvest in a few weeks. 
 Be sure that fan and other openings in bins are covered to prevent air 

infiltration and warming of the grain. 
 Look for condensation in bins.  Turn on fans when it is cool out and 

feel the air for moisture or heat to detect any spots of deteriorating grain. 
 This is a good article from a previous year that explains some practical principles of Keep-

ing Cold Grain Cold, https://www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/GQ/GQ-21.pdf .   
 This article explains how quality of small grains is evaluated based on the US Grain Inspec-

tion Service, https://extension.umn.edu/small-grains-crop-and-variety-selection/
understanding-grain-quality  

 Call me (518-380-1496) for a list of flour mills in New York. 
 
Pasture—  Pasture growth is very slow and pasture inventory may be getting low.  In years 
like this, summer annuals can be very helpful—sorghum–sudan, sudangrass, teff.  Factsheets 
on these crops can be found at http://nmsp.cals.cornell.edu/guidelines/factsheets.html.  Be sure 
not to overgraze.  Accept the reality of the situation and provide stored feed before pastures get 
damaged by overgrazing.  Call me if you have questions. 
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