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 Announcements 
Cornell Field Days to be held online via Zoom.  Notify Cornell 
here, to receive the details and dates, https://
fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/content/field-day-registration/  for the 
 Small Grain Management Field Day 
  Seed Growers Field Day 
 Aurora Farm Field Day 
 

FYI 
COVID-19 Safety Plans Required for All Businesses in “New 
York Forward”, info at http://
agworkforce.cals.cornell.edu/2020/05/19/covid-19-safety-plans-
required-for-all-businesses-in-new-york-forward/  
 
Blockchain Technology Could Change the Way Food is Dis-
tributed and Consumed, NCAT's Jeff Schahzenski is co-
author of a viewpoint published in Journal of Agriculture, Food 
Systems, and Community Development that says blockchain tech-
nology could change the way food is distributed and consumed. 
"Blockchain and Regaining Consumer Sovereignty in Sustainable 
Food Systems" notes that consumers may appreciate knowing 
more about the farmer or rancher who produced their food.  (from 
ATTRA News) 

Agronomy Notes 
Alfalfa—A lot of alfalfa was cut in the past week.  What I saw, 
was not yet bud stage.  It takes about 750 growing degree days 
(base 41OF) for alfalfa to reach the desired 40% neutral detergent 
fiber for dairy cows.  The high temperatures will increase the lig-
nin content of all our cool-season legumes and grasses.   If you 
want to keep the alfalfa for a few more years, treat it well, since 
dry weather will also stress it out.  If we cut it early, we get dry 
weather, then if another stress occurs (like leafhopper), alfalfa 
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health will rapidly decline.  Watch for potato 
leafhopper in your new seedings.  Dry weather 
and heat makes them reproduce faster and do 
more damage. 
 
Grasses-  This little stretch of heat will cause 
our cool-season grasses to make more lignin, re-
ducing their forage quality.  Once you see the seed head, the quality is dead.  So harvest grasses 
in the boot stage for the best quality.  Not all livestock need top quality, so manage harvest ac-
cordingly.  Grasses will head out in the following order (or at the same time): tall fescue, reed 
canarygrass,/ryegrass, bromegrass, timothy.  Many grasses are heading out now. 
 
Corn— Corn is up and growing well.  There is good soil moisture 
in our row crops (unlike our hay crops which have used up a bunch 
of soil moisture).  Be sure to plant into moist soil.  Planting 1 1/2” 
deep may be too shallow.  Find the depth at which the soil 
moisture is adequate and adjust planting depth.  Corn can be plant-
ed three inches deep and deeper sometimes. 
 Should you use pre-emergent herbicides which take a 
good rain to activate?  Go to the National Weather  Service, 
Hourly Weather Forecast (https://www.weather.gov/aly/ , enter 
you zip code, then scroll down to Hourly Weather) as well as the 
Climate Prediction Center to determine how likely you will get a 
decent rain.  In the next several days for my home, it is “likely” 
that I will get 0.30 inches for rain,  from a thunder storm.  (The 
amount of rain predicted for Hudson, is even less.) However, my 
experience is that it will rain south of me in Schaghticoke and 
north of me in Greenwich, and I will mill those storms (from the 
“Hourly Weather Forecast”).  Going to the Climate Prediction 
Center, https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ , it is predicted that for 
the next 8 to 14 days and the next 4 weeks, our region will have 
less than normal rain.  So, unless the pre-emergent herbicides is 
going to be incorporated, this may not be the time to use them.  
Plan a good post-emergent herbicide program for this year. 
 
Small Grains—  All the grains are looking good, although many oats 
were planted late.  Oats like a cool growing season (like the low 70’s pre-
dicted for next week). 
 Barley is pollinating and wheat will follow in a week or so.  Head 

blight development will depend on the duration of wetness on the 
plants (rain and dew).  More head blight information can be found at 
http://www.wheatscab.psu.edu/  and https://scabusa.org/blog  and 
https://scabusa.org/fhb_alerts . 

 It is time to control weeds in oats before the stem elongation phase.  
Scout field to determine which weeds you have and chose the appro-
priate herbicide.  Oats are more sensitive to tine weeding than wheat 
or barley, because the crown node (growing point) is closer to the 
soil surface.  Adjust cultivators carefully. 

Location Base 41 GDD  
March 1st to May 26th 

Granville 489 

Valatie 600 

Germantown 646 

Plant into moist soil.  Here 
dry soil is above seed and 
moist is below it. 

Pollinating winter barley. 
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 If your grain will be used for seed, scout your fields to look for weeds and 
diseases.  Smut and other head diseases contaminate seed and reduce its 
quality plus spread the disease to the planted crop. 

 Rye is also pollinating.  Its pollination period last longer.  Rye is not self-
fertile.  It must be pollinated with pollen from other rye plants.  Wet 
weather during pollination can lead to ergot disease.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weeds -  Here is information about two smartphone apps that allow you to ID a weed by using 
a photo: 
  https://blog-crop-news.extension.umn.edu/2019/04/take-picture-identify-weeds.html , iNat-

uralist, Univ of Minnesota 
 https://www.growingproduce.com/fruits/smartphone-apps-to-help-you-id-weeds/ , 

Pl@ntNet, Univ of Missouri 
 
Grain Storage—  Are you checking your stored grain weekly? The weather is changing as is 
the intensity and angle of the sun.  This week is hot and fairly humid.  Next week, night tem-
peratures will be in the 40’s.  There is a chance that condensation can occur in the headspace of 
bins.  Here is an article explaining it, https://www.htsag.com/wp-content/newsletters/pdfs/
grainspoilage.pdf .  Here is another article about storage as we go through spring, https://
www.ag.ndsu.edu/news/newsreleases/2020/march-23-2020/proper-spring-grain-drying-and-
storage-critical/  
 

Pollinating winter rye. 
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