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Announcements 
 

 
 
Thursday, April 23, 2020 at 7pm COVID-19 Agricultural Up-
date Webinar— Nicole Tommell, Farm Business Specialist CCE 
CNYDLFC, Myron Thurston CCE Madison Ag Economic Devel-
opment & Marketing Specialist and Liz Higgins Ag Business 
Specialist, CCE Eastern NY Horticulture Team will give an up-
date on the USDA COVID-19 relief package announced by Sec-
retary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue on 4/20.   
We will also give updates to the impending 2nd funding round of 
the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).  Please register by 3 PM 
on 4/23 to receive the webinar link by 4 pm 4/23. Click here to 
Register 
 
CHANGES MADE—Thursday, May 7, 2020, 6 pm—8 pm—
Spring Turnout Grazier Meeting— Online using ZOOM. The 
Big Three—Fencing, Feed Costs (Forage & Minerals), and Busi-
ness Management.  Registration is free at https://tinyurl.com/
SpringTurnOut2020. You will receive an email with a link to the 
meeting.  Click on the link a couple minutes before the meeting 
time.  Register  a few days early, so we can send you a machinery 
cost calculator to use before the meeting. 
 
Monday April 27th, 2020 via zoom( online format) from 6:00-
8:00pm. Meat Marketing Worshop.   Put on by CCE, Ashley 
McFarland, Centril NY Dairy, Livestock & Field Crops Team.  
There is a limit on the number of participants we can have so 
please register soon. Deadline for registration is April 24, 2020. 
Once you sign up we will send you the link to the meeting.  Reg-
istration at https://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/event.php?id=1162 
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ProDairy Webinars & Podcasts: 
WEBINAR (recording)   Disruption to Key Personnel on the Farm: Developing Contingency 
Plans, https://vod.video.cornell.edu/media/
Disruption+to+Key+Personnel+on+the+Farm+webinar/1_utr95tpy 
PODCAST: Strategies for Reducing Milk Flow Safely and Feeding Milk to Cows 
ARTICLE SERIES: Managing During COVID-19 
WEBINAR 4/16 (Spanish): Growing Great People: Training Skills for Dairy Farmers 
WEBINAR 4/29: Stress Management and Mental Health Awareness  

 

FYI 
 
Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) and the Capital Area Agricultural and Horticultur-
al Program (CAAHP) are offering an option that allows local farmers to connect easily 
with Capital District consumers for curbside pickup of pre-purchased farm goods.   
 To facilitate this, several Cornell Cooperative Extension (CCE) Associations are offer-
ing their parking lots as curbside pickup locations. The participating CCE Associations are: 
 
 CCE Albany, 24 Martin Road, Voorheesville, NY 12186 
 CCE Columbia/Greene (Hudson office), 479 Rte. 66, Hudson, NY 12534 
 CCE Columbia/Greene (Acra office), 6055 Route 23, Acra, New York 12405 
 CCE Rensselaer, 61 State St, Troy, NY 12180  
 
 All participants are expected to follow these CDC Guidelines: 
 
 Avoid direct contact by using 6 foot distancing during the drop-off/pick up process.  
 Clean/sanitize hands immediately before and after drop-off/pick up. 
 
 To inform consumers that they are open for business for retail sales, CCE CAAHP en-
courages farmers to use the Harvest Connection website, https://www.harvestconnection-
ny.com/. Consumers are encouraged to visit this website as well, to learn of farms in their area 
that offer local curbside pickup delivery.  
 
Find almost all the information and resources you may need to respond to the COVID-19 
crisis on your dairy. The following PRO-DAIRY link will provide you with many re-
sources:  https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/  Examples include (from Dave Balbian, CCE): 

Being smart in how you reduce milk output if your handler asks you to do so: https://
prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/shared/documents/Diet%
20and%20management%20considerations%20for%20emergencies.pdf 

Feeding milk to cows: https://prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/sites/prodairy.cals.cornell.edu/files/
shared/documents/Feeding%20milk%20to%20cows.pdf 

Adding milk to manure storages: https://www.cvent.com/pub/eMarketing/Pages/
WebEmail_New.aspx?emstub=f52743e1-f7ed-46be-8528-5dd2e2c5ef83 

Fertilizer value of milk: https://www.cvent.com/pub/eMarketing/Pages/
WebEmail_New.aspx?emstub=43c76464-5a63-477d-a61b-fb6b4273a140 

Etc., etc.  
Information is updated frequently. In addition, there are links to other websites that provide im-
portant & vital information. If you would like to receive information directly from Cornell’s 
Pro-Dairy program you can sign up at the following link: https://www.cvent.com/pub/
eMarketing/Pages/SignUp.aspx?p=323e4eda-7559-4d25-b4de-fd942ca46d69&m= 
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Looking for a sustainability-oriented and fast distraction? Take this quick survey on in-
sect-based protein for human consumption as part of a local, grant-funded research project! 
 Insect-based protein offers a nutritious source of protein, vitamins, and minerals that 
requires significantly less space, water, and resources than traditional livestock production. 
Consumption of insects is already culturally accepted in countries around the world, and is 
gaining popularity in western cultures as an environmentally-friendly meat alternative or 
supplement. As an emerging business in this sector, let us know what you think about insect -
based protein!  Survey Link: https://forms.gle/3hBMXAFrSjkVvz7k6 
 

Agronomy Notes—Aaron Gabriel 
 
Forage Seedings:  The picture below shows a fall seeding beginning to grow, with poor  
winter survival on the knolls and wet spots.  If you did not get to frost seed the bare spots in 
August seedings, then now is a good time to use a no-till drill and spot seed or broadcast seed 
and cover it with a thin layer of 
compost or manure. 
 For spring seedings, we 
like to plant grasses by May 1st  
(be sure the soil pH is 6.2 or 
higher) and alfalfa and red clo-
ver by May 15th pH 6.5 for clo-
ver and 7.0 for alfalfa).  The 
seed bed should be firm if you 
are using tillage.  So firm, that 
you do not leave a foot print 
when you walk on it. 
 
 
Small Grains: Small grains are looking good.  Stem elongation has begun on rye and is 
just beginning on barley and wheat.  Growth regulator herbicides cannot be applied once stem 
elongation begins.  The following table summarizes some of the small grain herbicides regis-
tered in New York: http://blogs.cornell.edu/capitalareaagandhortprogram/category/field-crops/.  
Early nitrogen fertization increases tiller production (and therefore the number of seed heads, 
yield) while nitrogen later in the growth stage increases the protein content and seed develop-
ment. 

 
The knife point indicates the  
growing point in this rye plant, 
a node above ground level. 
 
 

The knife point indicates the  
growing point in this barley plant,  

just above ground level 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/3hBMXAFrSjkVvz7k6
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Corn and Soybeans:  The weather  has been cool, but it can change fast.  Remember  to 
plant corn and soybeans based on soil temperature (50O F for corn and 60O F for soybeans) 
AND soil moisture.  The soil temperature must not drop for a couple of days as the seeds im-
bibe water.  A few years ago, we had a dry spring (yes it has happened).  Corn was planted at 1 
1/2”, a common planting depth.  However, the soil was not moist until 2” deep.  So seed sat in 
dry soil and did not germinate for a couple of weeks despite beautiful weather.  Plant into moist 
soil—up to 3” for corn and  2” for beans, or 2 1/2” if there is no soil crusting. 
 

Remember to please check you planting at the 1 to 2 leaf stage and call me if you see 
many skips.  We are conducting a state-wide survey of corn and soybean seedling insect 

damage.  You can dig up empty spots to see if there is a culprit eating the seed or seedling. 
 

What I Saw In The Field This Week  
 
This is wild garlic. It is 
time to control early- 
season weeds as needed. 
Yellow rocket is in bud. 
 

This is an armyworm 
caught in a Washington County trap. 

No black cutworm were caught. 
 
 
 

 
 
This perennial ryegrass leaf is red on one side and green 
on the other side.  WHY??  The red side was facing the sun 
and made a lot of red pigmented chemicals that are used 
in the next steps of metabolism.  But because it has been so  
cold, plant metabolism is slow and the red pigments 
accumulate in the leaf. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burndown herbicide options in no till soybeans 
By: Mike Hunter, CCE North Country Regional Ag Team 

 
Glyphosate resistant and multiple resistant (Group 9 and Group2) marestail is spreading across 
New York State and may already be on your farm.  If you don’t have it on your farm today the 
chances are you will at some point in the future.  The presence of herbicide resistant marestail, 
tall waterhemp and palmer amaranth in New York is changing the way we manage weeds.  We 
need to use burndown herbicide programs with more than one effective site of action to delay 
the development of resistant weeds and provide the best control.  The use of glyphosate alone 
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should no longer be considered a viable burndown herbicide program. 
 
In no-till, strip-till and very minimum till (i.e. one pass with a vertical tillage tool) situations 
burndown herbicides will be necessary to control emerged weeds prior to planting.  Marestail 
can be either a summer annual or winter annual.  The winter annual marestail rosettes are pre-
sent right now and as it warms up these will begin to bolt and grow tall quickly.  Once resistant 
marestail gets any taller than 6 inches it becomes very difficult to control.   
 
Xtend, Enlist and Liberty Link traited soybeans are the choices that allow for effective 
postemergence control of multiple resistant marestail.  In Roundup Ready or conventional soy-
bean fields we have no effective herbicides for the postemergent control of multiple resistant 
marestail. 
 
Burndown herbicide programs for no till soybeans will include either glyphosate, glufosinate or 
paraquat tank mixed with 2,4-D and/or Sharpen (saflufenacil).  The addition of metribuzin or 
Valor SX (flumioxazin) or both to the burndown program will provide residual control of 
marestail. 
 
If dandelions are also a problem in the field, consider using one of the listed programs that in-
clude 2,4-D ester.  Don’t substitute 2,4-D amine formulations for the ester formulation.  Apply 
1 pint per acre of 2,4-D ester (4 lb gal formulations) to keep the preplant interval to 7 days, 
rates higher than that will lengthen the planting interval.   
 
If using a burndown option that includes Sharpen, apply 1 oz/acre for no preplant restrictions 
(except for coarse soils with 2% or less organic matter where the preplant restriction is 30 
days).  If Sharpen (used at 1 oz/ac) is included in the burndown program and tank mixed with a 
flumioxazin product the preplant restrictions will be a minimum of 14 days in no till (except for 
coarse soils with 2% or less organic matter where the preplant restriction is 30 days) and 30 
days in conventional till regardless of the soil texture and organic matter. 
 
Here are choices that include more than one effective site of action for the control of resistant 
marestail in soybeans: 
 Sharpen (1 oz) + glyphosate + metribuzin  
 2,4-D ester (1 pint) + glyphosate + metribuzin (7 days prior to planting) 

 Can include a flumioxazin product (Valor SX, Valor XLT, Envive, Surveil) 
 Or a premix containing metribuzin + flumioxazin (Trivence WDG or Panther Pro) 

 2,4-D ester (1 pint) + Sharpen (1 oz) + glyphosate + metribuzin (7 days prior to planting) 
 Sharpen (1 oz) + glufosinate (Liberty) 
 Sharpen (1 oz) + glufosinate + metribuzin 
 2,4-D ester (1 pint) + Sharpen (1 oz) + glufosinate + metribuzin (7 days prior to planting) 
 paraquat (Gramoxone) + metribuzin  
 2,4-D ester (1 pint) + paraquat (Gramoxone) + metribuzin (7 days prior to planting) 
 Sharpen (1 oz) + glyphosate + dicamba (must use one of these: XtendiMax, Engenia, FeXa-

pan, Tavium (dicamba + s-metolachlor)) In Roundup Ready 2 Xtend (dicamba tolerant) 
soybeans only 

 Sharpen (1oz) + Enlist One + glyphosate (or Enlist Duo (2,4-D choline + glyphosate)) In 
Enlist soybeans only 

Here are choices that include only one effective site of action for the control of resistant 
marestail in soybean: 

 2,4-D ester (1 pint) + glyphosate (7 days prior to planting) 
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 Sharpen (1 oz) + glyphosate 
 glyphosate + dicamba (must use one of these: XtendiMax, Engenia, FeXapan, Tavium 

(dicamba + s-metolachlor)) In Roundup Ready 2 Xtend (dicamba tolerant) soybeans only 
 Enlist One + glyphosate or Enlist Duo  In Enlist soybeans only 
Resistant tall waterhemp has been found in 12 counties in NYS.  If resistant tall waterhemp is 
present on your farm the herbicide program will be slightly different from a multiple resistant 
marestail program.  It is highly unlikely that a one pass, preemergence herbicide application 
will provide adequate control of resistant tall waterhemp in soybeans.  It will require a two pass 
(Pre and Post) herbicide program to provide season long control to minimize the spread of seed. 
If Roundup Ready or conventional soybeans are planted, make a preemergence application of a 
Group 15 herbicide (Dual II Magnum, Warrant, Outlook, EverpreX) + metribuzin and consider 
including flumioxazin in this tank mix as well.  The postemergence herbicide choices will be 
limited to Reflex, Flexstar, Flexstar GT (if RR soybeans), Prefix (Dual Magnum + Reflex) or 
Warrant Ultra (Warrant + Reflex).  If necessary, a late postemergence rescue treatment of Co-
bra can be used. 
 
If Xtend, Enlist or Liberty Link traited soybeans are planted, make a preemergence application 
of a Group 15 herbicide (Dual II Magnum, Warrant, Outlook, EverpreX) + metribuzin and con-
sider including flumioxazin in this tank mix as well.  In Roundup Ready 2 Xtend (dicamba tol-
erant) soybeans apply a postemergence application of XtendiMax, Engenia, FeXapan, Tavium.  
If Enlist soybeans are planted, apply Enlist or Enlist Duo.  If Liberty Link soybeans are planted 
apply Liberty. 
 
Always read and follow label directions prior to using any herbicide.  If you have any questions 
or would like more information regarding burndown herbicide programs for soybeans contact 
your local Cornell Cooperative Extension office. 
 
 
 


