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 Announcements 
Corn Silage Pre-Harvest Meeting: 
 Schuylerville—Wednesday, August 29: Welcome 

Stock Farm, 283 West River Rd, Schuylerville, NY 
12871 

 Cobleskill, Wednesday, August 22: Tissier Brothers, 
559 Clover Rd, Cobleskill, NY 12043 

FREE. Please pre-register so we can contact you in the un-
likely event of cancellation or rescheduling. Register online 
at https://cnydfc.cce.cornell.edu/events.php.  Call CCE Her-
kimer at (315) 866-7920 or email herkimer@cornell.edu. 
Deadline to register is the day before the event.  

FYI 
Enter the Corn and/or Soybean Yield Contest sponsored 
by the New York Corn & Soybean Growers Association.  
You do not need to be a member.  Eastern NY  is under-
represented in this annual yield contest.  Show them what we 
can do here in the east!  Entry information and forms are at: 
https://nycornsoy.org/yield-contests/.  The entry deadline is 
September 1st.  More information about the NYCSGA is 
at https://nycornsoy.org/.  This is worthwhile organization 
that has an excellent summer crop meeting and winter con-
ference. 
 
Rock River Laboratory Releases New Corn Harvest Tool 
-https://www.dairybusiness.com/new-products-rock-river-
laboratory-releases-new-corn-harvest-tool/  
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Corn:  I am seeing very little disease in corn.  On the lower  leaves there have been just a 
few gray leaf spot lesions and a couple norther corn leaf blight lesions.  Fungicides are justified 
if there are lesions above the ear at silking.  So, I think the corn crop is safe from disease unless 
we get heavy pressure on our latest planted corn.  With the weeks of southerly winds we have 
had this summer, I expected more disease.  For disease to develop you need inoculum + a sus-
ceptible host + a conducive environment.  So, our hybrid resistance may be working well;  I 
think that the excessive heat has slowed down disease development; few spores may be blowing 
in for some of the diseases.   
 The corn crop ranges from silking to the dent stage.  Start evaluating your crop for silage 
harvest.  Ev Thomas has written a good article, Planning Ahead, in the “Farm Report” of Miner 
Institute, on page three at http://whminer.org/pdfs/8-18.pdf.  (The rest of this newsletter is also 
very good—my favorite.)  Remember that 35% whole-plant dry matter is the proper timing 
for corn silage harvest.  
 The plants I am seeing are healthy and very green.  I expect grain to mature and dry 
down with the plants staying very green and retaining moisture.  Of course, the entire weather 
pattern can change in a week.  It is important to harvest a few plants and measure dry matter 
from each field.  The table below (from http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/Management/
L011.aspx) will help you judge when your crop might be ready for silage harvest.  It takes 6 to 

7 weeks from silking to be ready for silage (fully dented). 
 So how may growing degree days are in a typical calendar day?  Here are some calcula-
tions to relate a typical day to growing degree days (heat units needed for corn growth.  Re-
member that growth begins at 50OF and is fastest at 86OF.) 
 
     High  + Low     =  total / 2—50 base temp = Growing Degree Days 
     Temp     Temp  
      86     +     70     =  156 / 2— 50 = 28 GDD  warm day & warm night 
      80     +     60     =  140 / 2—50  = 20 GDD  warm day & cool night 
      75     +     65     =  140 / 2—50  = 20 GDD  mild day & mild night 
      70     +     50     =  120 / 2—50  = 10 GDD  mild day & very cool night 
So, expect no more than 28 GDD on a hot day and 10 or less on mild or cool days. 
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Soybeans:  Soybeans look great—they are very tall—but I would like to see more pods.  This 
picture below is showing 2 or 3 pods on most nodes.  That means a couple of flowers did not 
pollinate or pods aborted at each node.   This year, heat is probably one cause for poor pollina-
tion or pods aborting.  Nutrition, weather, and other plant stresses also can cause pods to abort. 
On this plant shown, pods have 3 seeds, which is good.  Pods sometimes have 4 seeds. 
 
Notice: 
 5 leaflets on one leaf (upper 

right) 
 4 leaflets on one leaf (left side) 
 The pods at each node developed 

at a different time.  So prevailing 
conditions dictate if pods develop 
or not. 

 
 
Cover Crops:  It is time to plan for  
cover crops.  There is tons of cover 
crop info available.  Go to our blog 
for some of my posts sharing cover 
crop resources, http://
blogs.cornell.edu/
capitalareaagandhortprogram/
category/field-crops/page/2/. 
 
Winter Grains:  Remember  to fol-
low the Hessian Fly Free planting 
dates for wheat and barley.  Planting 
before the date for your area can 
make the crop susceptible not only to 
Hessian Fly, but also to aphids which 
transmit virus diseases.  For the Fly 
Free chart go to, https://
fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/small-
grains/insects-small-grains/ 
 
Perennial Weeds:  At the end of 
summer, as plants store energy in 
their roots, glyphosate becomes very 
effective for controlling perennial 
weeds. 
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