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Empire State Plaza Convention Center, Albany, NY - 

Directions and parking information can be found on 

the Convention Plaza's website. Additional parking is 

located in the Times Union Center. 

8:30 AM – 5:00 PM - Coffee and danish will be provid-

ed in the morning. Lunch is available for purchase at 

the Plaza, or attendees may bring their own. 

To Register: https://www.agrimark.coop/open-dairy-

meeting/registration/  

Website: https://www.agrimark.coop/open-dairy-

meeting/index.php  

 Dairy farm families are struggling with their 

fourth consecutive year of farm milk prices below their 

costs of production. Low milk prices have been a con-

stant issue for dairy farmers for many years but at least 

there was some significant price recovery at least every 

three years or so. These issues are impacting all dairy 

farmers no matter their volume of milk produced or 

location of their farm. Farmers are looking for a solu-

tion to this pricing problem that will address their im-

mediate financial stress and persistent year to year 

price issues.  
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Agronomy—Aaron Gabriel 

 

FYI 
In the last article of the April 13, 2018 “Ag Report”,  I shared my milk pricing thoughts.  
After talking to a couple of people and getting their feedback and other ideas, I still think those 
original thoughts are not too far off for a political solution. The real solution, however, is for 
dairy farmers (world-wide) to get market and consumption information of dairy products (world
-wide) and plan their production accordingly to prevent an over-supply.  I realize that is not go-
ing to happen.  I think anything other than that, will have a couple or several issues that will not 
allow it to fit every farmer.  But knowing the real solution, will help you evaluate how effective 
the proposed solution might be.  Just my two cents.  I find it frustrating that as I try to help 
farmers through education and improving efficiency, “efficiency” is not the answer.  Our poli-
cies and how we regard and treat each other are the foundation any industry and our society. 
 
From What’s Cropping Up?: Another  Shocker : Organic Wheat with High Inputs 86 Bu/
Acre Vs.79 Bu/Acre for Conventional Wheat (both yield 80 bushels/acre with recommended 
inputs) 
 
 
 
 
 
Corn:  Corn is looking good now that we have had rain, some areas perhaps a little too 
much. The rain came at the right time, since pollination is a critical moisture period that affects 
yield the most.  You can easily determine how many kernels on a cob are pollinated.  Take an 
ear and carefully remove the husk leaves.  Shake the ear gently and any silks that remain at-
tached to the cobb have not been pollinated.  Read more at http://corn.agronomy.wisc.edu/
Management/L018.aspx.  Japanese beetles eating silks can also hurt pollination. 
 
(from Iowa State University) Influence of Drought—Effects on pollinating corn 
Drought stress 7-10 days ahead of silking can result in delayed silk development. When com-
bined with heat stress this delay could result in poor anthesis silking interval (ASI). Water stress 
during pollination (tasseling through silking) not only delays silking, but also reduces silk elon-
gation, and if severe, impedes embryo development. With temperatures greater than 95oF, low 
humidity, and low soil moisture level, silks will desiccate or become non-receptive to pollen. 
Pollen grains may also be damaged from desiccation when they are released for tassel anthers. 
When temperatures greater than 100oF , pollen grains are killed. Drought stress during pollina-
tion ultimately results in poor pollination and fewer kernels per ear. (https://
crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2017/07/influence-drought-corn-and-soybean) 
 
It is time to scout corn for northern and western corn rootworms (https://
fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/corn/insects-corn/northern-
and-western-corn-rootworms/).  Scout fields while silks 
are still fresh.  If you find one Western or two North-
erns per plant, then corn planted in that field next year, 
will need something to control for this pest (don’t plant 
corn there; 1250 dose of a seed-applied insecticide, in-
furrow insectidide;  proper genetic trait).  I think I saw 
a norther CRW yesterday, but it slipped through my 
fingers to quickly to ID.  It is time for their emergence.   Northern CRW     Western CRW 
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Western Bean Cutworm moths numbers are still high.  Larvae that hatched last week are 
now in the silks and ear tips.  Only the Vip3A genetic trait has been effective in New York for 
controlling this pest.  You need to scout whorl-stage corn for egg masses.  If more than 5% of 
the plants have egg masses, then a spray is justified once they start to hatch.  Our earliest corn 
tasseled before the peak moth flights, so it may not be infested.  Corn in the whorl stage last 
week and this week are probably the most susceptible.   
 Canada brings us refreshing air in the summer (and artic blasts in the winter).  The south 
brings us tropical air in the summer along with lots of insects and plant diseases.  We have had 
two weeks (or more) of southerly winds.  We have had lots of potato leafhoppers, some 
armyworm.  We also could be getting lots of plant disease spores. It is time to scout for corn 
diseases.  I have not seen any yet, but now is the time to find them.  If diseases are on the 
leaves above the ear at tasseling, then they can cause a yield loss (https://
fieldcrops.cals.cornell.edu/corn/diseases-corn/).   
 
Soybeans:  Potato leafhopper  and spider  mites are of concern, as are soybean aphids.  
Scout your fields and be vigilant.  More than 250 soybean aphids per plant justifies an insecti-
cide application. 
 Also, a new pest, the soybean gall midge, is showing up in the mid-west.  It is some-
thing to keep in mind for our region, https://crops.extension.iastate.edu/cropnews/2018/07/new-
soybean-pest-iowa-soybean-gall-midge.  (from Jaime Cummings) 
 
Grasses:  Grasses will often get diseases in the summer .  The best thing to do is to harvest 
them and hope for better conditions so that the next cutting grows back more healthy.  Of 
course, adequate fertility is important for healthy plants.  Potassium (potash) is particularly im-
portant for plants to resist disease. 
 

 
 
 
 
Red arrow (left) is a  
Lacewing that eats  
other insects. 
 
 
 
 
Black arrow (left) is a 
western bean cutworm 
Larva 
 
 

Black arrow (right) is   a 
western bean cutworm larva. 
There can be more than one 

larva per ear. 
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