Glossary of some animal agriculture terms
Bovine- dairy or beef cattle 

Calf- a young female bovine that is under one year old

Heifer- a female bovine that is between one and two years old and has not had a calf

Cow- a mature female bovine that has had a calf

Bull- a male bovine

Steer- a male bovine that has been castrated

Foal- a young horse
Filly- a young female horse
Colt- a young male horse
Stallion- a mature male horse

Gelding- a male horse that has been castrated
Mare- a female mature horse
Hide- the skin of an animal
Weaning- to take the animal off of milk
Cud- a ball of undigested food that a ruminant regurgitates
Cud chewing- the re-chewing of the food by a ruminant
Ruminant- an animal that has four compartments to their stomach 

Rumen- the “fermentation vat” the first of 4 compartments in a ruminant stomach 
Reticulum- the “honeycomb” the second of 4 compartments in a ruminant stomach
Omasum- the 3rd compartment in a ruminant stomach
Abomasum-the “true Stomach” the last compartment and the one most like a monogastric
Estrus- when an animal is in heat or the time an animal should be inseminated
In heat- when an animal is ready to be bred and conception rate is highest
Ovulation- release of an egg
Artificial insemination (A.I.) - to inseminate an animal using stored semen 

Freshen- to have a baby
Springing- ready to have a baby
Gestation- the amount of time it takes between conception and birth (9 months for cows)
Dry off- when you stop milking a cow about 2 months before they have their next calf
Dry- when an animal is no longer producing milk between babies

Fresh- an animal that has recently had a baby
Stale- an animal that had its baby a while ago and is starting to make less milk
Dock- to cut off (tails or ears)
Ewe-a female sheep
Ram-a male sheep
Lamb- a young sheep
Whether- a male sheep or goat that has been castrated
Fleece- the wool on an animal
Tagging- to shave the wool around the hind end of the sheep to help keep it clean 
Doe- a female goat, rabbit, or deer
Kid- a young goat
Buck- a male goat, rabbit, or deer
Cria- a young llama
Induced ovulation- to bring an animal into estrus using hormone shots
Monogastric- a one compartment stomach animal (generally a pig or horse)
Cecum- part of the digestive tract on a monogastric that helps breakdown fiber 

Sow- female pig
Gilt- a young female pig 
Boar- male pig
Barrow- male pig that has been castrated

Farrowing crate- a pen that pigs give birth in that prevents the pig from lying on the piglets
Colostrum- first milk from the mother that is high in antibodies, fat and protein
Udder- the mammary system of an animal 

Teat- the nipple on the udder
Tie-Stall – a system (more conventional) used on smaller dairies to assign stalls to cows and hold them in place via chain or stanchion. Animals are brought feed and water and are milked in place.

Free-stall – a barn system generally used by larger dairies where cows roam freely (generally within a group) to eat, drink and socialize with other cows and then lay down in a stall not assigned to them.

Improved pasture – land used for grazing that has been managed with fertilizer, seeding and rotation of animals

Silvopasture – woodland that has trees (overstory) thin enough to allow light to reach the ground and grow some crops which can be grazed by livestock. Stocking density for cattle is 1 animal/10 acres. Stocking density for smaller ruminants (goats & sheep) is 1 animal/5 acres.

Agroforestry – the action of growing other types of crops within the woods (mushrooms, ginseng, etc)

Voluntary milking system – (aka robotic milking) cows are able to approach milking area by choice and be milked individually. Milking happens 23 hours/day with minimal human direction. Cows have to be trained to approach milking unit for their grain “reward”
