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Stocker Short Course/education:   

• Hosted by Ashley Pierce, Cornell Cooperative Livestock Educator on the Capital Area Agriculture and 
Horticulture Program, an evening pasture walk was held at the stocker enterprise of Jason Detzel, Diamond Hills 
Farm, Hudson, July 11. He shared how he raises stocker cattle on leased land with a low interest loan from the 
Farm Services Agency. 

 
• As we wrap things up, a multi-state bus tour for September is being coordinated to visit 4 surrounding states that 

are excelling at stockers.  Visits are planned for 2014 Stocker of the year, Young Cattle Company, in Ohio; 
University of Kentucky’s, C.  Oran Little Research Station; West Virginia, and Pennsylvania.  Custom 
backgrounder/stocker enterprise, holistic stocker enterprise and more are on the agenda.  

 

Research:   

“What are the main hindrances preventing Upstate New York Farmers from embracing the Stocker enterprise?” 
Both digital and paper data collection of finalized survey to answer this question is on-going.  Getting to our optimal goal 
of 600 respondents is proving a bit of a challenge, but we are persevering.  
 

USDA Market News Reports. Our 4 Cornell/NYS/USDA Livestock Reporters continue to collect data at 5 auction barns 
(https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/feeder-and-replacement-cattle-auctions#NewYork). The Empire Gouverneur 
Auction barn closed. Fortunately, due to the relationship the reporter in NNY had with Seymour Livestock in De Kalb, we 
were able to pick up that auction. Reporters have to be re-certified every 2 years. Two of the reporters have attained their 
re-certification, providing them more skills and experience. 

Yearling Board Sale. As a result of interest in stocker cattle, Empire Livestock has initiated and facilitating an auction 
specifically designed for these cattle coming off grass. This has been one challenge in growing the enterprise in NYS – 
finding and accessing a market. 

 

Funded by the New York State Department of Agriculture and Markets project “Stocker cattle: Using underutilized 
grasslands to improve economic viability of the Southern Tier while providing viable careers for beginning farmers.” 

https://www.beefmagazine.com/beef-national-stocker-award/2014-stocker-award-winner-young-cattle-company
https://research.ca.uky.edu/c-oran-little-research-center
https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/feeder-and-replacement-cattle-auctions#NewYork
http://blogs.cornell.edu/beefcattle/eventsprograms/empire-board-sale-for-yearlings/

