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Stocker Short Course/education:   

• Classroom lectures. Recordings of last fall’s classroom series have been edited and 
uploaded to Cornell’s Video-On-Demand website and is available for viewing by anyone: 
https://vod.video.cornell.edu/channel/Southern%2BTier%2BStocker%2BCattle%2BInitia
tive/96711771. 

• Cornell University Agriculture and Food Production In-Service.  
1. PI presented an update of the project and future plans. 
2. Dr. Derrell Peel, Oklahoma State Economist presented a webinar on the livestock 

outlook for 2019, including the stocker enterprise. 

Research:   

An hour to hour-and-half long focus group with members of the Cornell Block and Bridle Club, 
a national organization of agriculturally minded undergraduates was held on November 12, 2018.  
A lot of their concerns mimicked those of the general farming populations:  Initial cash outlay, 
quality of cattle, market to buy/sell in, are there government incentives for new farmers?   
Surprisingly of the 17 attendees, very few were interested in assuming much risk to enter an 
agricultural field. The type of agricultural enterprise didn’t matter – students in this focus group 
were risk adverse. Unique concerns among this group were mentioned as well: climate change, 
lifestyle choice (not having the flexibility of mobility)/being tied to the land, (harsh) winters in 
Upstate New York Their responses helped to inform survey instrument that will be used with a 
broader audience.  At the end when asked, “Based on what you now know about Stockers, give a 
best and a worst feeling of getting into this enterprise.” Top 3 answers were: 
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BEST WORST 
Low time/maintenance commitment   (part-
year only) 

Not a lot of knowledge/back up and support 

Can be integrated into another enterprise Risk: market, production, climate (drought) 
Can provide supplemental income Access to land; capital investment; cattle 

procurement 
 

• Survey Instrument. The questions are designed to illicit specific responses from farmers 
and non-farmers, those interested in the stocker enterprise and those that have no interest. 
The survey was submitted to the “Cornell University Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
for Human Participants”, where we received an exemption from IRB review. Conducting 
the survey will begin next quarter. 

USDA Market News Reports. In the last quarter price and animal data were collected at 51 
weekly auctions and 20 special beef feeder and dairy replacement auctions 
(https://www.ams.usda.gov/market-news/livestock-poultry-and-grain-list-reports), by 
Cornell/NYS/USDA Market News reporters. Auction prices on dairy x beef cross calves 
continue to document a $70 - $150/hd premium to Number 1 Holstein bull calves. This data has 
been extremely useful as the PI has given 8+ presentations on the potential for the crossbred calf 
to provide and additional income stream to the dairy. These calves can be a source of stocker and 
background cattle. A shortage of these weight calves has been a concern of some stocker 
operators. Being able to document market premiums is providing the data we need to develop 
programs that will assist dairy and beef producers in how best to utilize these calves to increase 
competitiveness and profitability.  

One auction market decided that they did not want the reports published. Levi Garret, USDA 
Agriculture Market Service and PI met with the owners. There was some confusion about what 
the purpose of the reports. After some discussion it was decided that they would agree to have 
reports reinstated after the Jan 1. The project received many enquiries about the loss of the 
reports from this auction. Below is an excerpt from one letter sent to an auction market from the 
Seneca County Beef Producers: 

“These reports are very beneficial to us producers. I have attached two reports for comparison. 
The first report (Exhibit A) is a report dated Sunday, October 28, 2018 as published by USDA on 
their website. The second report (Exhibit B) is the report published on FLLE website under the 
special sales page for the December 1, 2018 feeder calf sale. As beef producers the information 
provided in Exhibit B does not really provide an accurate picture of what was sold during that 
day’s sale. We have also attached an article (Exhibit C) that was published in Country Folks by 
the New York Beef Producers Association on the results of the preconditioned sale. As you can 
see we really would not have realized what prices they brought based on what was reported on 
the FLLE page.” 
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A fact sheet entitled “Interpreting a USDA Market News Report – What’s Reported and what is 
not” was written and distributed to Cornell Cooperative Extension educators and auction barns  
(http://blogs.cornell.edu/beefcattle/eventsprograms/southern-tier-stocker-initiative/). The 
objective of the fact sheet was to explain the purpose of market news reports in publishing 
transparency in the market and what is considered fair market value. 
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