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Titan Arum 
Amorphophallus titanum 

 
Amorphophallus titanum (Titan Arum, Corpse Plant,  Corpse 
Flower) is native to the rainforests of Sumatra, Indonesia, where it 
can be found on slopes and hillsides along the edges of forests. In 
cultivation, it generally takes 7-10 years to bloom, and may die 
or flower only rarely thereafter. For example, one specimen at Kew 
Botanic Garden in England flowered in 1889 and didn’t flower again 
until 1926! 

 

What looks like an individual flower is actually a group of flowers 
called an inflorescence. The upside-down  bell-shaped structure is a 
modified leaf (spathe) that is green on the outside, but deep red-pur- 
ple on the inside. The column-like structure (spadix) in the middle of 
the plant is mostly sterile tissue that is used to diffuse a strong scent 
throughout the plant’s surroundings to attract pollinating insects. The 
actual flowers are very small and located at the base of the spadix, 
hidden by the spathe. 

 

There are about 450 female flowers in a ring at the base of the spadix, 
and 500-1,000 male flowers above them. 

What’s that smell? 
When the flowers are ready for pollination, the spadix emits a 
powerful scent which smells like rotting meat. This scent attracts 
carrion flies, insects that are attracted to dead animals. 

 
The female flowers open first, and are only able to be pollinated for one 
day. The male flowers open on day two and also only provide viable 
pollen for about one day. Titan arum plants cannot self-pollinate, so 
they rely on carrion flies and other insects to carry pollen from one 
plant to another. If pollination is successful, bright red fruits are 
formed. In the wild, these are eaten by giant Hornbill birds, which 
help to disperse the seeds. 
Typically, after two days, the spathe will begin to wilt and the spadix to 
collapse. The plant then sends up a single gigantic leaf about 16 ft. tall, 
which will produce sugars and starches to be stored in the corm, 
which is fully underground. It will then go dormant for 3-7 months 
after which it will usually send up another leaf, resulting in its vegeta- 
tive state. Eventually, another inflorescence will emerge, growing 
upwards of 4 inches per day. 

 

Learn more: titanarum.cals.cornell.edu 
 
 
 

 

The Titan Arum, also known as Corpse Plant, has the 
largest unbranched flowering structure of any plant. 
It can grow to be 12 feet tall and its corm (storage 
root) can weigh up to 200 lbs. 
 

 
 

Cornell’s Titan Arum Story 
In spring of 2012 one of Cornell’s four titan arums—named 
‘Wee Stinky’ by popular vote—famously bloomed for the 
first time. Approximately 10,000 people came to visit the 
plant in person, while more than 500,000 unique visitors 
checked in on its progress via webcam. Then, just two and a 
half years later, Wee Stinky unexpectedly shifted to a 
flowering state once again and bloomed for a second time.  
 
Now, in June 2015, Cornell is experiencing its third bloom in 
just three and a half years, as Wee Stinky’s yet unnamed 
sibling has been developing a massive spadix. With plenty of 
summer sunlight, conditions are favorable for another 
spectacular bloom that could easily surpass those of Wee 
Stinky. The tuber-like corm of this specimen weighed in at 
55 pounds in 2014. Both titan arums were grown at Cornell 
from seed with daily care by greenhouse growers from the 
Cornell University Agricultural Experiment Station.   

 

 

Titan Tidbits: Fun Facts 
  

• The plant generates heat in order to help disperse its odor. 
It’s about the same temperature inside as we are: 98.6°F. 

 
• At one time, it was rumored that elephants pollinated titan 
flowers. 

 
• It is believed the plant originated in the late Cretaceous 
period, and that it is related to our native Jack-in-the-Pulpit 
Skunk Cabbage. 


