
CATEGORY 5 3 2 1
Timeliness and 
Frequency of Posts

Writer posted 
responses to all 
questions by 
deadline. Writer 
contributed two or 
more meaningful 
responses to 
postings of 
classmates.

Writer responded to 
all questions 
thoughtfully by 
deadline. Writer did 
not respond to 
classmates in a 
relevant or meaningful 
way.

Writer's own response 
was not submitted on 
time AND was not a 
thoughtful, complete 
response OR did not 
include adequate peer 
response.

Writer did not post their 
own response in a 
timely fashion. Writer 
did not comment on the 
postings of peers at all.

Relevance of Post There is one clear, 
well-focused topic. 
Main idea stands out 
and is supported by 
detailed information.

Main idea is clear but 
the supporting 
information is general.

Main idea is somewhat 
clear but there is a 
need for more 
supporting information.

The main idea is not 
clear. There is a 
seemingly random 
collection of 
information.

Support for Topic 
(Content)

Relevant, telling, 
quality details give 
the reader important 
information that 
goes beyond the 
obvious or 
predictable.

Supporting details and 
information are 
relevant, but one key 
issue or portion of the 
storyline is 
unsupported.

Supporting details and 
information are 
relevant, but several 
key issues or portions 
of the storyline are 
unsupported.

Supporting details and 
information are typically 
unclear or not related to 
the topic.

Capitalization & 
Punctuation 
(Conventions)

Writer makes no 
errors in 
capitalization or 
punctuation, so the 
paper is 
exceptionally easy to 
read.

Writer makes 1 or 2 
errors in capitalization 
or punctuation, but the 
paper is still easy to 
read.

Writer makes a few 
errors in capitalization 
and/or punctuation that 
catch the reader's 
attention and interrupt 
the flow.

Writer makes several 
errors in capitalization 
and/or punctuation that 
catch the reader's 
attention and greatly 
interrupt the flow.

Grammar & Spelling 
(Conventions)

Writer makes no 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.

Writer makes 1-2 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.

Writer makes 3-4 
errors in grammar or 
spelling that distract 
the reader from the 
content.

Writer makes more 
than 4 errors in 
grammar or spelling 
that distract the reader 
from the content.

Contribution to the 
Community

Does not make an 
effort to participate 
in the learning 
community; did not 
complete post; 
seems indifferent

Marginal effort put 
forth; occasionally 
makes meaningful 
and relevant 
contribution to the 
discussion.

Frequent responses 
that show genuine 
interest; critical 
thinking.

Thought-provoking, 
creative responses that 
invite others to respond 
are provided 
consistently.


