
John M. Abowd is the Edmund Ezra Day Professor of Economics, Professor of Statistics and Information 

Science at Cornell University. On June 1, 2016 he began a three-year appointment as Associate Director 

for Research and Methodology and Chief Scientist at the United States Census Bureau where he leads a 

directorate of research centers, each devoted to domains of investigation important to the future of social 

and economic statistics. At Cornell, his primary appointment remains in the Department of Economics in 

the ILR School. He is also Research Associate at the National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER, 

Cambridge, MA, on leave during the appointment at the Census Bureau), Research Affiliate at the Centre 

de Recherche en Economie et Statistique (CREST, Paris, France), Research Fellow at the Institute for 

Labor Economics (IZA, Bonn, Germany), and Research Fellow at IAB (Institut für Arbeitsmarkt-und 

Berufsforschung, Nürnberg, Germany). Abowd is the Director of the Labor Dynamics Institute (LDI) at 

Cornell. He is the past President (2014-2015) and Fellow of the Society of Labor Economists. He is past 

Chair (2013) of the Business and Economic Statistics Section and Fellow of the American Statistical 

Association. He is an Elected Member of the International Statistical Institute. Abowd is also a Fellow of 

the Econometric Society. He served as Distinguished Senior Research Fellow at the United States Census 

Bureau (1998-2016). He served on the National Academies’ Committee on National Statistics (2010-

2016). He currently serves on the American Economic Association’s Committee on Economic Statistics 

(2013-2018). He served as Director of the Cornell Institute for Social and Economic Research (CISER) 

from 1999 to 2007. Prof. Abowd has taught and done research at Cornell University since 1987, including 

seven years on the faculty of the Johnson Graduate School of Management. His current research and many 

activities of the LDI focus on the creation, dissemination, privacy protection, and use of linked, 

longitudinal data on employees and employers. In his earlier work at the Census Bureau he provided 
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