
Questions 
Answers from Starch and Oilseeds group 

 
Primary 
• What are the currently available feedstocks and quantities of each? 
 
• What existing feedstocks can be enhanced and at what increase in 

productivity? 
 
• What are the best candidate feedstock species and varieties? 
 
• What “new” feedstocks can be produced and in what quantities? 
     Among oilseeds, we think canola, crambe, castor and soybean can 

contribute. Some of these lend themselves to cold pressing, which implies they 
may be suitable for small or medium-scale operations. Some offer possibilities 
as feedstocks for bioproducts. 

     Important starch crops are corn (especially for OH and MI) and potato (ME). 
Cellulosic crops are potentially more important than starch crops for much of the 

Northeast. 
The region is very diverse, and our crops and products must be diverse, too. A 

biorefinery should use more than one feedstock and produce more than one 
product. 

 
• What inventories, databases and information are available for 

existing feedstocks? 
 
• Where are the most significant voids (top 3) that must be 

addressed before making a reasonable assessment of feedstock 
inventories? 

 
Agronomic research on production practices, rotations, fertility, weed control, 
cover crops, etc., to enhance production efficiencies (as in Greg Roth’s 
presentation) 
 
Building teams of researchers for a full systems approach. Teams must include 
engineers, agronomists, economists, logistics experts (like Matt McArdle). 
 
• What would be the cost (dollars, equipment, full time equivalent 

positions, etc.,) to adequately address the roadblocks/voids 
identified above in each NE Sun Grant state and the region as a 
whole? 



 
Secondary 
• What sources of information are available to help determine what 

lands are capable of producing specific feedstocks? 
 
• What are the constraints to feedstock delivery to the plant? 
 
• What are the technology drivers for feedstock development? 
 
• What are the process co-products (plus associated value) and/or 

cost? 
 
Meal is a co-product of oilseeds and will need to find a use (feed, fertilizer, or bio-
product) 
 
• What are the potential benefits of feedstock production? 
 
Rural development, i.e., useful products and jobs for the underutilized lands of 
the region. 
 
• What are the consequences of feedstock production? 
 
• What are the consequences of biofuels production? 
 
• What are the social issues associated with biofuels?    
 
 
 
• Are these the questions we need to be asking? Are there other 

questions we need to include in the discussion? 
 


