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Richard Adams – Master’s Degree - Horticulture 
Richard Adams was born in Ephrata, Washington. His grandfather started an apple nursery in 
1964 which is now run by Richard’s father and two uncles. Richard began working on the 
family farm at age 12 where he developed a love for apples and learned the importance of 
hard work. His father’s words, “Education is the great equalizer”, encouraged him to pursue 
higher learning. Richard went to Brigham Young University to study agri-business 
management. He took a two year break to serve a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in Peru. After two years of service, he resumed his studies at BYU and 
received his bachelor’s degree. Richard was lucky enough to come to Cornell and work on 
apple rootstocks. With a completed master’s degree, he will now return to the family nursery. 
Richard would like to thank his wife and daughters for their love and support.  

Craig Austin – Ph.D. – Plant Pathology 
Craig is from a small town in south eastern Pennsylvania called East Greenville. While at 
Millersville University in Lancaster Pennsylvania, Craig got his first interest in Plant 
Pathogens, which led to a job at Fort Detrick Maryland working in Agricultural anti-terrorism. 
Craig, then saw the light and came to Cornell University. Working for Wayne Wilcox in 
Geneva, Craig was able to experience the rich culture of Ithaca and the wholesome country 
living of Geneva. Craig was most grateful for the opportunity to travel for his research; across 
the country, and across the world. What he cherishes most from his PhD experience has 
been the personal interactions and friendships with students, professors, and farmers. Craig 
hopes to maintain the high standard set for him by Cornell as an alum. 
 
Drew Baustian – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences 
Drew grew up on a farm in Davenport, Iowa.  During his sophomore year in high school, he 
became involved in rowing with a local club.  He chose to attend Cornell University because 
of its strength in both agricultural academics and its varsity rowing program.  After graduation, 
Drew will be working for Pioneer Hybrids at their Corn Breeding Station in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa for a 6 month internship.  He also plans to continue training in rowing with aspirations to 
compete internationally. Drew thanks his parents for supporting him in his pursuit of success 
in the things for which he is passionate. 
 
Michael Beneduce – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences & Viticulture and Enology – 
Magna Cum Laude 
Mike is a proud member of Chi Psi Fraternity, the undergraduate Horticulture club, and the 
Cornell Boxing Club.  He also worked for three years as a bartender at Dunbar’s where he 
was recently promoted to the manager position.  Some of his best memories in college come 
from traveling Europe for a semester with three of his fraternity brothers while studying 
abroad in Copenhagen.  He is especially proud of receiving the “Brother of the Year Award” 
for his fraternity, and also for his role in the local philanthropy events held by Mira’s 
Movement.  After college Mike plans to return home to Gillette, NJ where his family owns a 
retail garden center called Great Swamp Greenhouses.  They are also in the process of 
opening Beneduce Vineyards, where he will be assuming the roles of Vineyard Manager and 
Assistant Winemaker.    

 



Chris Cerveny – Ph.D. – Horticulture 
Chris Cerveny grew up in the small town of Owosso, MI, where he was not much of a fan of 
gardening.  Since he spent several summers mowing lawns and digging weeds for his father, 
Chris definitely thought of gardening as work...  Those of us close to the field often recognize 
the balance between the art and science in horticulture, but I’m sure you can imagine the 
shock his parents received when he proudly announced he had changed his major from art to 
horticulture.  Chris earned his bachelor’s of science from Michigan State University in 2002 
and then began his career as a commercial flower grower.  It took him all of about two years 
in Kalamazoo, MI before deciding he wanted to learn more about the science behind growing 
plants.  Chris earned his Masters of Science in environmental horticulture from the University 
of Florida in August 2006 and began working on his Ph.D. here at Cornell the following 
month.  Today Chris adds another important line to his professional resume, one that he is 
extremely proud to have achieved... The teen-aged Chris probably would never have 
imagined still being in school at age 31, let alone getting advanced degrees in “gardening”. 
 Chris is many things: a scholar, mentor, teacher, scientist, lover of plants, and now a doctor 
of philosophy.  
 
Barbara Conolly – Master of Professional Studies – Public Garden Leadership 
“It’s only two years,” Barbara told her husband Ed.  “Besides,” she argued, I don’t just want to 
make pretty gardens, I want to make sure that I’m doing things the right way.”  So with Ed’s 
support, Barbara entered the Finger Lakes Community College to study horticulture.   
 
Two years later, approaching the completion of her associate’s in applied science degree in 
horticulture, Barbara again approached her husband with the desire to attain a bachelor’s 
degree from Cornell.  “It’s only two years,” Barbara implored.  “Besides,” she contended, 
“think of the knowledge I’ll gain learning from all the people I’ve been reading about!”  And so, 
with Ed’s support, they sold their house and Barbara’s business, and moved to Ithaca. 
 
Two years later, approaching the completion her bachelor’s degree in plant science, Barbara 
approached her husband, again. “Sweetheart,” she began, “they’ve offered me a fellowship, 
and well, it’s only two more years.  Besides,” she reasoned, “with a master’s degree from 
Cornell, I’ll really be able to get a job in which I can really make a difference!” 
 
Two years later, having obtained her master’s degree, there is one more thing Barbara 
wishes to say to her husband. 
 Barbara will say this “Honey, thank you so much.  I’ll get a job now!” 
 
Elise Christensen – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – Cum Laude 
Elise is from Minneapolis, Minnesota; During her time here at Cornell she has been an active 
member of the Cornell Astronomical Society and spent time as a production editor for The 
Triple Helix magazine. She has been involved with the Scandinavian community at Cornell 
and spent a semester in Denmark where she studied at the University of Copenhagen. From 
here she is off to Washington, DC where she has an internship with the National Arboretum; 
she will be working with breeding street trees and maintaining the national ornamental plant 
collection. After her time in DC she plans to head back to Minnesota before beginning the 
next chapter of her life. 
 
 
 



Sean Farrell – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences 
Sean is originally from Glastonbury Connecticut. He has spent the last four years working 
towards a degree in plant science. Sean hopes to eventually become an ethnobotanist and 
plans on applying to graduate schools in the fall. 
 
Mark Hudson – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – January 2010 
After a long road traveled, through several colleges, Mark Hudson from Rochester, NY has 
finally completed his undergraduate career at Cornell University.  Looking back, he is proud 
to have done what he once thought would only be a dream.  While here, Mark tried to make 
the most of his Cornell experience.  He was an active member in Hortus Forum, Cornell 
Christain Fellowship (CCF), and Alpha Zeta agriculture honors Fraternity.  Mark completed 
two internships, met people from all over the world and learned several new languages.  
Mark plans to further these connections well beyond college.  As he leaves the life of a 
Cornell student and enters the life of a Cornell alum, he will apply his horticulture skills and 
knowledge at Dickman Farms, as one of their growers. 
 
Kristen Kennedy – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences 
Kristen has been involved in the Cornell Public Service Center since her freshman year as 
volunteer, team leader, and later President of the Alternative Breaks Program. On campus 
she was also involved with the Student Wishmakers, organizing fundraisers for the Make-A-
Wish Foundation of Central New York. As a member of the Leadership Council in the Public 
Service Center, she is proud to have been involved with advising other service organizations 
in providing opportunities, both on and off campus, for students to be involved. This summer 
Kristen will working with fifty local high school students at Cornell as the Program Coordinator 
of Upward Bound, a college preparation program for low-income and first generation college 
students. This fall she plans to return home to Manorville, New York and continue to work 
with youth as she prepares her applications for a Masters of Social Work degree. 
 
John “Josh” Knecht – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences 
Josh is from Athens, PA. He was previously in both the entomology and animal science 
majors before realizing that he liked plants better. He plans to pursue a career in agriculture. 
 
James LaGioia – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences 
James LaGioia attended Alfred State College for two years before transferring to Cornell in 
the fall of 2008.  He has been employed for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for the past 
four years and would like to continue his Government career in the future.  Jim plans on 
returning to Cornell in the fall for one more year to complete an MPS in Crop and Soil 
Sciences. 
 
Gabriel LaHue – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – Summa Cum Laude – With 
Distinction in Research 
Gabe, from Aptos, CA, is graduating Summa Cum Laude with a Bachelor’s degree in plant 
sciences.  While at Cornell he has been involved in undergraduate research, and has worked 
in Dr. Brian Lazzaro’s lab in the Department of Entomology for the past three years.  Over the 
past year he also participated in the Hughes Scholar program and finished an Honors Thesis 
project on bacterial genetics.  In addition to research and classes, Gabe has been a member 
of the Cornell Rugby team for four years and served as president of the team.  He has also 
been involved in his fraternity, Phi Gamma Delta, as well as the College of Agriculture and 
Life Sciences honor society Ho-Nun-De-Kah, the Golden Key honor society, and the National 



Society of Collegiate Scholars.  Gabe has really enjoyed his time here at Cornell, and after 
graduation he hopes to serve in the U.S. Peace Corps in sub-Saharan Africa before 
eventually going to graduate school for a Ph.D. in plant breeding and genetics. 
 
Holly Lange– Master’s Degree – Plant Pathology 
Holly was born in Wisconsin, grew up outside of Boston and moved to Connecticut when she 
was in high school.  She received a degree in animal science from the University of 
Connecticut and a career as a dairy farmer and shepherd followed as well as four amazing 
children. The sale of the herd led to a new career at the Experiment Station in Geneva 
working with a variety of crops and diseases. To understand the new lab techniques and 
plant pathogen interactions, she began to take courses at Fingerlakes Community College 
and then began a master’s degree through the employee degree program at Cornell.  She 
works in Chris Smart’s lab focusing mainly on bacterial diseases of vegetables. 
 
Jinwook Lee – Ph.D. – Horticulture 
Jinwook Lee has been working with Dr. Chris Watkins’ lab as a Ph. D. student studying the 
metabolic responses to 1-MCP treated ‘Empire’ apple internal browning with enzymatic- and 
non-enzymatic antioxidant systems and using a GC-MS. While at Cornell, he has spent time 
with his wife and son, Irwin. Upon completion of his degree, he will be moving to Wenatchee, 
WA to become a post doc at the USDA-ARS, Tree Fruit Research lab, where he will be 
studying the metabolic responses of several storage disorders affecting apple fruit.  

Michelle Leinfelder – Ph.D. – Horticulture 
Michelle is graduating with her Ph.D. and researched orchard soil health for her dissertation 
project. She did her M.S. in Horticulture, here at Cornell, and did her B.S. at UC Davis. She 
will return to California in the fall and work for the California Council for Science and 
Technology as a science consultant to state policy makers in Sacramento. One of Michelle's 
most memorable Cornell experiences was receiving the Dreer Award, which gave her the 
opportunity to study horticulture in Spain, Chile, and New Zealand in between her M.S. and 
Ph.D. programs. 

Wenzhe Li – Bachelor of Science – Magna Cum Laude  
– January 2010 
Wenzhe Li was born in China and finished her middle and high school in Singapore. She 
came to Cornell in 2007 to pursue her dream in agriculture, to be an outstanding plant 
breeder to develop quality food for humans.  She feels fortunate to have been able to study at 
Cornell with its many excellent professors and facilities. From these people, Wenzhe gained 
valuable knowledge and improved her ability to perceive the world. To her, Cornell is an 
amazing place, which allowed her to shape her mind and empowered her to move closer to 
her dream. She believes that her experiences at Cornell will be some of her best memories of 
life. Finally, she would like to take this opportunity to thank her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Li, who 
have generously sponsored her education at Cornell and have given her eternal spiritual 
support. 
 
Chang Lian – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences – Magna Cum Laude – With 
Distinction in Research 
Chang Lian transferred to Cornell in the Fall 2008 from China Agricultural University. In his 
early efforts to blend into American culture, he had many humorous moments of mishap from 
writing for the Cornell Daily Sun where everyone spoke too fast for him to understand, 



crashing his friends’ parties, and even once, to his horror, being surrounded by a herd of 
cows when attempting to collect soil samples on a dairy farm!  However, he is so proud that 
he survived the past two years at Cornell while also completing a memorable research 
journey helping alfalfa farmers better manage potassium. He will be a Masters/PhD student 
of Agricultural Economics at the University of Wisconsin-Madison this fall. 
 
Erin Marteal – Master of Professional Studies – Public Garden Leadership 
Originally from Alexandria, VA, Erin and her family have called Ithaca home for the past 11 
years.  It has been Erin's privilege to work among Cornell’s finest faculty & scholars during 
this pivotal chapter in her life.   While matriculated as a graduate fellow, Erin has: 

• coordinated and taught an outreach program to excite young women about plant 
science; 

• lectured at Dryden High school in a "Meet the Scientist" Speakers Series; 
• received the 2009 CALS Outstanding TA Award and 2009 Mario Einaudi International 

Research Travel Grant 
• Published her first article, "Permaculture & Environmental Learning in Botanic Gardens 

in this month's issue of Roots, BGCI's Educational Review Journal 
• Was recently named a 2010 Dreer Award Recipient.  With this award, Erin will travel to 

Australia, New Zealand and South Africa to study the intersection of public gardens 
and permaculture. 

However, Erin's biggest accomplishment to date is marrying a talented chef and capable 
father so she could pursue a graduate degree with both a full belly and clear conscience. 
 
Fatemeh Mastouri– Ph.D. – Horticulture 
 
William McCaffrey – Bachelor of Science– Agricultural Sciences 
William Nicholas McCaffrey is from a cranberry farm in East Taunton, Massachusetts, where 
he hopes to one day return and implement alternative agriculture strategies. He is a member 
of Alpha Zeta Fraternity, home to some of his most valued friends, and hopes to continue the 
house's autumnal visit to his family's cranberry harvest despite his impending absence. He 
has enjoyed the variety Cornell provides, exploring interest in such things as Eastern 
philosophy, mushroom hunting, Afro-Brazilian dance-fighting, after-school mentoring, poetry, 
medicine, Thai Boxing, and the pennywhistle. A student in Hindi for over two years, William's 
travels in India and elsewhere have inspired him to continue in-depth immersion into other 
cultures. He plans to move to Haiti this summer, assisting in the addition of agricultural 
techniques to a technical school's curriculum in Cap Haitien. 
 
Chad Miller – Ph.D. - Horticulture 
Chad grew up in Amery, Wisconsin. His interest for horticulture began when he was about 
twelve years old, and a neighbor gave him some flowering bulbs. From that summer on, his 
interest in flower bulbs and plants continued to grow. He enrolled in the horticulture program 
at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls, under the guidance of Dr. Terry Ferriss, who was 
influential in his further horticulture aspirations. Upon graduation from River Falls, he enrolled 
at Cornell University to work with Dr. Mark Bridgen. Chad completed his Masters degree in 
the fall of 2004, and was the recipient of the Dreer Award from the Cornell Horticulture and 
Landscape Architecture Departments, which allowed him to embarked on a year-long 
floriculture research experience in the Netherlands. He then returned to Cornell to begin his 
doctoral studies, with Dr. Bill Miller. Chad enjoys many things in his spare time, including 



cooking,doing art work, gardening, photography, tennis, racquetball, fishing, traveling, and 
spending time with friends and family.  
 
Elena Miller-ter Kuile – Interdisciplinary Studies in ALS – Cum Laude 
Elena is from Capulin, Colorado. This past semester, Elena worked as house steward for Von 
Cramm Cooperative, where she enjoyed baking bread for the house and working on getting 
local meat and other local products into the meal plan.  Elena plans to return home for the 
summer to work on her family farm and renovate her recently purchased home.  She will act 
as Market Manager at her local farmer's market and hopes to get involved in local food 
movements there.  She will return to Ithaca next fall to work on Stick and Stone farm, an 
organic vegetable farm.  Her Cornell education and her future activities will allow her to bring 
home knowledge and tools that will be useful to her farm and community.  She hopes to 
create a model for sustainable agriculture on her farm and is interested in issues of water 
rights and community sovereignty in food and agriculture.   
 
John Orlowski – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources – 
Cum Laude 
John grew up in Perth New York.  He is a member of Alpha Zeta Fraternity and the Ag 
Science Ambassadors.  He will be pursuing his M.S in Soil and Crop Sciences after 
graduation and will be assuming ownership of A.C.D.S Research, an agricultural research 
firm.  He would like to thank his parents, Mark and Valerie Orlowski for all that they have 
done.  He would also like to thank Toni and Kari and everyone else who has helped and 
influenced him here at Cornell.  He hopes to see the major continue to grow and really 
develop the next class of agricultural leaders.  And he wishes you all the best! 
 
Stephen Pietruska – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences 
Stephen hails from the Prospect of Whitby co-operative house, where he has discovered a 
delight for cooking and a certain kinship with his fellow Whitbees. In his first two years at 
Cornell, he lived at Ecology House, where he learned the arts of social inquiry, activism, and 
simply speaking one’s mind. In addition to his agricultural classes, he has explored fencing, 
acting, creative writing, and tennis, among other skills, and he will cultivate the fruits of this 
curiosity in the future. He has learned much from the Catholic Fellowship group he attends, 
and he volunteers at the Salvation Army kitchen often. His experience from a variety of field 
projects in the Crop and Soil Sciences Department will be put to work after he returns home 
to Harleysville, PA. He will then become certified as an agronomic crop consultant. 
 
Erin Ploetz – Bachelor of Science – Agricultural Sciences 
Erin filled her college career with many activities. She worked numerous jobs, including an 
internship with Farm Credit, and was a member of Alpha Zeta for 3 years. She also helped 
start the Agricultural Sciences club, and served as president during her junior year. After 
graduation, she plans to continue her schooling, and work towards obtaining her Master’s 
degree.   
 
Geoffrey Reeves – Agricultural Sciences – Cum Laude 
Geoffrey hails from Burlington, Kansas. He is proud to have won three consecutive Ivy 
League championships as apart of the Cornell Men's Basketball team over his four years 
here. As a member of the team he has been able to be involved in local programs such as 
the Make A Wish Foundation as well as The United Way of Tompkins County. He is 
especially proud of being named to the ESPN Academic First Team All-District, District I, and 



also being nominated as an Academic All American. Some of his best memories in college 
come from an incredible run to the Sweet 16 his team had this year; an experience he will 
undoubtedly never forget. After graduation Geoff plans on staying in Ithaca, working for 
Agricultural Consulting Services. 
 
Christopher Roberts – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences 
Graduating from Cornell hasn't come easy for Chris. The academic rigor of studying, prelims, 
and TAing was challenging as Chris learned to balance his work load with parenting his son, 
Hunter. Chris blossomed at Cornell where he grew into a caring and patient father. Balancing 
school, work, and fatherhood, Chris excelled. Graduation today is an extra-ordinary 
accomplishment for Chris and his whole family who has helped support him through this 
journey. He will return to the family farm, joining his grandfather and father, as the fourth 
generation on their apple farm in Medina, NY.  
 
Mark Slavens – Ph.D. - Horticulture 
Mark was raised in Jackson Hole, Wyoming and came to Cornell in 2007 to pursue a Ph.D. 
with Marty Petrovic in turfgrass science.  He is the proud father of two sons, Mason and 
Porter and has been married to his wife, Melanie for over 9 years.  While at Cornell, he was 
an International Plant Nutrition Institute Scholar, placed in the top three for a research poster 
competition at the National Agronomy Conference in Pittsburgh, PA, and has had the 
opportunity to give over ten invited presentations to the New York State Green Industry.   
Mark will be pursuing a career with Scotts Miracle-Gro Company in Houston, TX, where he 
will be the Manager of the Warm Season Technical Content. 
 
Justine Tay – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – Summa Cum Laude 
Justine is from Singapore. Concentrating in Horticulture, she has worked with Dr. Bill Miller in 
the flowerbulb program and Dr. Deni Ruggeri from the department of Landscape Architecture 
on place identity and attachment. Outside of academics, Justine has been actively involved in 
Campus Crusade for Christ during her time at Cornell. She will be staying on for a Masters in 
Horticulture to work on public garden management issues, after which she will be returning to 
Singapore to work for the National Parks Board. 
 
Kurt Thibault – Bachelor of Science – Interdisciplinary Studies in ALS – Magna Cum 
Laude 
Kurt is graduating with a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies, with concentrations in Plant 
Science and Pre-Veterinary Medicine. Kurt has had a diverse Cornell Career, taking many 
different science and business classes, and has received Dean’s List Recognition for 
academic performance 6 of 8 semesters. This summer and into next year he is planning on 
working on his family farm in Western Massachusetts. Subsequently, he will either be 
applying to Veterinary School for Small Animal Medicine or getting heavily involved with the 
family business. He has aspirations of expanding the farm's small vineyard and establishing 
an on farm winery. 
 
Jennifer Thomas – Master of Professional Studies – Horticulture 
Returning to Cornell to complete her Bachelor’s degree after working full-time in IT for 11 
years was a daunting decision for Jennifer Thomas, but she not only finished her Bachelor’s 
degree in Landscape Architecture in 2009, she’s now completing a Master of Professional 
Studies degree in Horticulture this year!  Her Master’s research has involved spending many, 
MANY hours in the greenhouse in hopes of definitively identifying a Rhododendron tolerant of 



alkaline soil, so many that she once told her plants to be good, grow, and not fight with each 
other.  She’s currently seeking employment as a landscape architect at firm with a focus on 
urban ecological design. She’d particularly like to thank her parents for supporting her 
throughout the last year (and forgiving temporary moments of insanity!), as well as Nina 
Bassuk and Neil Mattson for guiding this non-scientist through her research!  
 
Erin Troxell – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences & Viticulture and Enology – Magna 
Cum Laude 
Erin Troxell grew up on her family’s farm nestled in the rolling hills of southeastern 
Pennsylvania. Many generations ago, her father’s family emigrated from Germany to this 
land, which functioned primarily as a dairy crop farm until 15 years ago when her parents 
decided to plant vineyards. Ever since these first vines were planted, Erin has found herself 
fascinated with viticulture, leading her to enroll in the viticulture and enology program. As a 
student and CUVEC member, Erin gained valuable information for producing premium 
grapes and wine in her family’s operation. Furthermore, with aid of a CALS Alumni 
Association Scholarship, she was able to complete an internship at a vineyard and winery in 
Germany and pursue two combined interests, her German ancestry and the similarities 
between Germany and the northeastern U.S. wine regions. Erin intends to return to work for 
her family’s business and continue her indulgence in Germanic wines.  
 
Kojo Wallace – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences 
Kojo moved to Bronx, New York in 2006 from Ghana, West Africa, where he was born and 
raised. In 2008, he earned an associates degree from the City University of New York before 
transferring to Cornell. He has been involved in various activities, including working in the 
libraries and volunteering at various events on campus and around the Ithaca community. In 
recognition of his activities, he was honored as a named Cornell Tradition Fellow, a 
recognition given to only 500 students per year. Looking back at his time at Cornell, Kojo is 
most struck by the amount of resources that the school has, as well as the number of world-
class professors he had the honor of studying under. Kojo will continue his education starting 
this August at Mount Sinai School of Medicine where he will be working towards becoming a 
physician.  
 
Rachel Wallace – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences & International Agriculture and 
Rural Development 
Rachel came to Cornell excited about the academic rigor it offered and flourished 
competitively within it. She studied Plant Science and worked in research with hard apple 
cider. While flourishing, she found the academic rigor difficult and rewarding as she also 
raised her son, Hunter, at the same time. After graduation, Rachel plans to move to Medina, 
NY, attend graduate school for teaching, and open a cidery with her fiancé, Chris.  
 
Holly Williams – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – Cum Laude 
Holly Williams is from Kingston NY. She transferred to Cornell from SUNY Cobleskill in 2008 
where she obtained her Associates Degree in applied science in ornamental horticulture. 
While at Cobleskill she received the highest academic achievement award in plant science 
and the outstanding student in floriculture award. Holly is graduating today with a bachelor of 
science degree in plant science with a concentration in horticulture. During her senior year 
she completed a year long independent study, working with narcissus bulbs and the Dutch 
bulb research project. Holly is very proud to come from a background of successful and 



dedicated agricultural producers. In the future she hopes to continue this legacy and own and 
operate her own farm business. 
 
Ellen Woods – Bachelor of Science – Plant Sciences – Cum Laude – With Distinction in 
Research 
Following graduation, and funded by the Dreer Award, Ellen Woods, from Sandyston, New 
Jersey, will be using her Plant Science degree and passion for nature photography to work as 
a photographer on a floral databasing project in Costa Rica. Her interests in photography 
have grown while at Cornell. She was a photographer for the Cornell Daily Sun, had 
photographs published by the Associated Press and Science Magazine, and became a 
member of the North American Nature Photography Association. Ellen hopes to use 
photography in her career path as much as possible, but her heart will always lay with the 
sciences. Ellen is primarily interested in plant ecology and completed an honors thesis in the 
Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology. She hopes to find herself in an ecology 
Ph.D. program in the next couple of years but hopes to explore the world outside of academia 
first. 
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