
A SK any farmer about changes in 
growing conditions. Most will 
agree that today’s climate is very 

different from the one in which their par-
ents and grandparents farmed.

More extreme weather events and tem-
peratures mean that crops that once fl our-
ished and readily fed Americans perhaps 
no longer can. And new pests now thrive 
in these different environments.

Agriculture is on the front lines in 
our battle with a changing climate. Food 
supply is an issue of critical importance to 
each person. It’s the non-negotiable base-
line of existence.

Impacting global supply chains
For U.S. agriculture to continue to thrive 
and meet the challenge of feeding an esti-
mated 9.6 billion people globally by 2050, 
action must be taken immediately. Major 
companies such as Coca-Cola and Wal-
Mart acknowledge that extreme weather 
is affecting their global supply chains.

Monsanto recently paid nearly $1 bil-
lion to acquire The Climate Corporation 
to provide Midwest farmers with accurate 
weather predictions and help minimize 
crop risks.

Climate change and agriculture were 
a focus of discussion at January’s World 
Economic Forum in Davos, Switzerland. 
The White House’s recent announcement 
of a new data-driven website will help in-
dividuals and communities see how cli-
mate change will impact their corner of 
this world.

Information-sharing is key 
We can’t leave it to just the global conglom-
erates and government offi cials to spur 
innovation. For agriculture, climate change 
adaptation and mitigation must not begin 
only in the boardroom, but in farmers’ 
fi elds; not just in the White House, but in 
the greenhouse. It must be a true grass-
roots movement.

Solutions must be available to farmers, 
regardless of operation scale. Farmers are 
resilient and innovative; they have to be to 
stay in business.

Many farmers are already adapting to 
the real effects of climate change. They’re 
changing crop varieties, taking advantage 
of longer growing seasons, timing man-
agement practices to predicted weather, 
paying attention to soil health and con-
serving water. They’re measuring green-
house gas emissions, reducing nitrogen 
fertilizer use, utilizing renewable energy, 
and starting many other initiatives af-
fecting their bottom lines.

Base change on sound economics
When does it make sense to add more ven-
tilation to a dairy barn to keep cows cool as 
summer temperatures rise? When should 
an investment be made in equipment to 
protect fruit trees from the increasing risk 
of unusual cold snaps? When should irri-
gation equipment be installed because of 
increasing dry spells between rains?

To ensure our food supply security, 
these and many other questions need to 

be answered. And the answers need to be 
quickly shared among those who grow our 
food. 

Those best practices must be widely 
adopted, and farmers must have access 
to information and decision tools to do so.

These resources must come from 
trusted partners. They must include in-
formation about how the climate of their 

particular region is going to continue to 
change, guidance on how they can adapt, 
and perhaps most importantly, manage op-
erations effi ciently and sustainably.

Cascading impact 
Climate change, and its cascade of im-
pacts, is changing the world around us. If 
we don’t step up, it might well be changed 

Less talk, more action on climate
Key Points

 ■ Some recognize climate change as weird 
or extreme weather.

 ■ Heavy rainfall events and U.S. heat 
extremes have substantially risen.

 ■ Farmers must have access to better info 
and decision-making tools.

By MICHAEL HOFFMAN

Guest Comment

OTHER LENDERS WANT YOUR BUSINESS; 
WE KNOW YOUR BUSINESS.

www.FarmProgress.com – July 2014 American Agriculturist

 6 News & Issues



Did someone die here?
No, no one died at this scene. But it 
could have easily happened.

Manure-handling safety starts with 
you! Over the past two years, there’ve 
been multiple tragedies and incidents 
involving agitation of manure storage 
— including nearby children being over-
come by pit gases.

With the manure-spreading season 
underway and the normal hustle and 
bustle compounded by difficult field con-
ditions, it’s easy to overlook safety. After 
months of storage, agitated manure has 
been compared to carbonated soda. Not 
much happens until you shake it and 
open the top. 

Many safety recommendations and 
publications are available. But they can 
be summed up by making sure there’s 
no way anyone could accidently fall into 
a storage pit. And all should stay a safe 
distance away from the downwind side 
for an hour (or more) after agitation is 
started.

Terry Weaver, president
USA Gypsum
Reinholds, Pa.

Thanks for supporting 
Forest Owners
On behalf of the New York Forest 
Owners Association, thank you for the 
encouragement, advice and support 
given to the association for our efforts in 
having a booth and the woodlot semi-
nars at the 2014 New York Farm Show. 
The publicity boosted seminar atten-
dance and brought more people to the 
Association’s booth in the Art and Home 
Center.

I know Ron Pedersen and Hugh 
Canham were grateful for your sug-
gestions and support. New York Forest 
Owners Association considers American 
Agriculturist an important ally in our ef-
forts to educate family forest owners. We 
enjoy working with you and look forward 
to future endeavors.

Jim Minor, president
Lima, N.Y. 

out from underneath us.
Incidences of heavy rain events have 

increased across the country since the late 
1950s — with a near 50% increase docu-
mented in the Midwest. Average tempera-
tures have been rising.

“Extreme” days (greater than or equal 
to 90 degrees F in the coolest U.S. regions) 
have gradually increased since the late 
1800s. If these extreme days hit when a 
crop is setting seed, the impact is very se-
rious.

With increasing carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, many weed species grow 

better than some crop plants. We don’t 
need healthier weeds in our gardens, let 
alone on our farms. 

Now more than ever, we need compre-
hensive actions swiftly implemented. That 
must include connecting farmers with re-
sources and knowledge on how to main-
tain, or even improve, yields in a changing 
climate.

These steps will have significant 
meaning for our global population. We 
must ensure that the most harmful effects 
of climate change don’t leave humanity 
unable to support itself in a most funda-
mental way.

Agriculture is many things: a tradition, 
a necessity, a business. But in today’s rap-
idly warming world, it’s no longer business 
as usual.

Hoffman is director of the Cornell 
University Agricultural Experiment Station 
and associate dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences.

Readers Say

REMEMBER HURRICANE IRENE? It was a “weather event” that swamped 
Riverside Farms of Richmond, Vt., along with much of the Northeast in 2011. 
PHOTO BY ALISON KOSAKOWSKI CONANT
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