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4-H YOUTH  
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

 

 

 

Nine youth were certified through the 4-H Tractor 

Safety Certification Program. This certificate 

allows youth ages 14-15 to legally operate tractors 

and machinery while off the family farm. Farm 

safety awareness is the major focus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE PROGRAM 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The CNY Dairy and Field Crops Team monitored 1st 

cutting for quality, using alfalfa height to predict 

Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) for alfalfa, 

alfalfa/grass mixed and grass stands. Alfalfa height 

has proven to be a reliable indicator of NDF values 

in the field. Weekly alfalfa height mailings have 

helped farmers know when to harvest their spring 

haylage for the highest feed value.  
 

HUMAN ECOLOGY PROGRAM 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Over 1170 children, staff, and parents were 

reached with the message of consuming more 

vegetables and fruits every day at “Morning 

Programs” in 4 Herkimer County schools.   

 

 

600 sixth grade students 

from 12 Herkimer County 

schools participated in the 

Annual 4-H Conservation Day 

School Enrichment Program 

at the KOA Campground in 

Middleville.   

Fifteen students from 7 Herkimer County School 

districts visited Albany as a culmination of the 

Government Intern Program. 

The Spotted Wing Drosophila 

(SWD) is a tiny fruit fly which 

lays it’s eggs in any soft-skinned 

fruit including berries of all kinds. CCE staff have 

cooperated with the Geneva Research Station in 

setting traps for SWD in West Winfield, 

Frankfort and Herkimer. The traps are checked 

weekly for signs of infestation and results are 

reported via a dedicated blog. Thus far there is 

no sign of this serious pest at the farms in our 

three sites. SWD poses a real threat to New 

York’s fruit industry, but early identification and 

spraying can ensure crop viability. 

10,000 “Herkimer County Local Foods 

Maps (third edition)” are being 

distributed this summer through 

funding from the “Creating Healthy 

Places to Live, Work & Play” grant from 

NYS Department of Health through 

Herkimer County HealthNet. Sixty-

four farms are listed on the map.   

“Equine and Dairy 101,” a 4-H camp for youth ages 

13-19, was held at Morrisville State College. The 

guest speaker was Halil Ulukaya, Chief Operating 

Officer of Chobani. 

“Ways to Add More Color to Your 

Meals” was the theme of a special 

nutrition promotion at the 

Herkimer Walmart for the Eat 

Smart NY program.  Tasting 

samples and recipes were shared 

with over 80 consumers.  


