
 
 

   

Building Strong and Vibrant New York Communities 
Cornell Cooperative Extension provides  

equal program and employment opportunities 

“Hating people is like burning down your own house to 

get rid of a rat.”  — Harry Emerson Fosdick 

 

 Announcements 
 

Thursday, June 5th, , 1 pm – 3 pm—FIELD DAY: Early-

Season Corn Pest Management—at Fidler Brothers Farm, 

Fidler Rd., Delanson (Fidler Rd. is off Weaver Rd, just south 

of the Weaver/Rte 7 intersection).  Getting corn off to a good 

start, managing insects, diseases, weeds, and birds. Discus-

sion led by Aaron Gabriel, Cornell Cooperative Extension.  

RSVP is appreciated by contacting Aaron at 518-380-1496 

or adg12@cornell.edu. Pesticide Recertification Credits. 

 

Wednesday, June 11, 6:30 pm—On-Farm Hay Manage-

ment Meeting—Conditioning Hay With A Macerator & 

Using Hay Preservatives— at (Don) Skott Farm & Equip-

ment, intersection of Quaker and Grove Side Rd (Co Rte 

109).  Demonstration of the Macerator 6610 (made by 

AgLand Industries, Inc) which super conditions hay with its  

roller mill system to speed up drying time by one day with 

the proper weather.  Also see and discuss propionate hay pre-

servative applicator and use. RSVP appreciated and for ques-

tions contact Aaron, 518-380-1496 (call or text), 

adg12@cornell.edu.  RAIN OR SHINE.   

 

FYI 

Job Openings—NASDA Field Enumerators are needed to 

interview agricultural producers for the National Association 

of State Departments of Agriculture in eastern/southeastern 

Capital Area  

Agricultural & Horticul-

ture Program Staff 
 

Sandra A. Buxton 

   Farm Business Management 

 

Aaron Gabriel 

   Crops and Soils 

 

Tom Gallagher 

    Livestock Production & 

        Marketing 

 

Steve Hadcock 

    New Farmer /  

        Market Development 

 

Chuck Schmitt 

   Commercial Horticulture 

      (Greenhouse, Nursery,  

       Landscape) 

 

The Ag Report is pro-

duced by 

Aaron Gabriel 

 

The NYS IPM  

Weekly field Crops 

Pest Report is at  

 
http://blogs.cornell.edu/

ipmwpr/#  
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NY Counties. Intermittent, part-time work: hourly 

wage start at $10.59/hr. plus mileage.  Must have a 

valid driver’s license and reliable transportation.  Tel-

ephone and in-person interviewing work and some 

travel required.  Agricultural background is desirable.  

Equal Opportunity Employer.  If interested please 

contact Anne Ross at 518-727-2875 or email at 

anne.ross.2012@gmail.com.  National Association of 

State Departments of Agriculture  

 

Manure Safety—from Yates Co. SWCD:  Yester-

day a 14 year old boy in Yates County had a very 

close call with hydrogen sulfide gas poisoning during 

the pumping out of a manure storage at a hog opera-

tion.  The boy was standing on top of the manure 

tanker to adjust the pipe that was going into the access 

port on top of the tank as manure was being pumped 

in.  This was a hog operation that was pumping out 

their under-barn storage pit.  Within a few minutes, 

the boy holding the pipe passed out and turned blue.  The farmer immediately shut off the flow 

of manure and the boy was revived by splashing some water on him.  The good news is that the 

boy is now home and is fine. 

 

What we suspect happened is that the hydrogen sulfide gas was in the manure under the barn 

Weather Data—May 13, 2014  
 A new air mass is moving in today.   Weather events like this are what bring some of our 

pests, like black cutworm, potato leafhopper, and various disease spores. 

  Rain GDD 86/50 GDD 41 GDD 48 

Location 
Past 

Week 
This  Since Past 

Week 

Since Past 

Week 

Since Past 

Week 

Since 

Month April 1st  April 1st April 1st April 1st 

Whitehall 

5/12 
0.1 0.7 3.5 86 241 121 328 128 203 

Argyle 0.4 1.0 3.0 90 250 132 609 199 1564 

Jackson 0.2 0.4 2.6 87 237 130 326 95 198 

Easton 0.3 1.5 4.3 93 275 126 335 109 226 

Alb. Airport 0.3 0.6 3.0 100 290 144 399 123 301 

Guilderland 0.0 0.1 0.3 99 277 138 356 99 228 

Castleton 0.2 0.6 3.2 96 280 139 397 117 299 

Hudson 0.5 1.0 3.6 102 309 143 420 131 337 

Growing Degree Days for peak (50%) Occurrence of 

Alfalfa Weevil growth stages: 

 

Stage or Event Accumulated growing 

degree days (48F base 

temperature) 

Eggs hatch 280 

Instar 1 315 

Instar 2 395 

Instar 3 470 

Instar 4 550 

Cocooning 600 

Pupa 725 

Adult Emergence 815 
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Crops & Soils…Aaron Gabriel 

and very quickly filled the tanker.  As the manure filled the tanker, the gas very quickly exited 

and shot up into the air directly towards the boy holding the pipe.  The local fire department 

used a gas meter to replicate what happened and hydrogen sulfide levels peaked the meter out 

at over 200 ppm within one minute (this was on top of the tanker at head level). 

 

Please try and remind your farms of the dangers of manure gases (hydrogen sulfide in particu-

lar) during this spring season.  It never would have crossed my mind that gas levels could be 

that high coming out of the fill ports but manure can be pumped in at very high rates making 

the air and gases also come out at very high rates. 

 

Thank you.  Tom Eskildsen, Yates County Soil & Water Conservation District 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palmer Amaranth:  Be on the lookout for this new weed.  
This is a very nasty weed that has the potential to move into 

our area (possibly via cotton seed used for feed).  It is resistant 

to glyphosate and ALS herbicides (Pursuit, Resolve, Syn-

chrony, Permit, Harmony, & others).  It is aggressive and 

makes lots of seeds.  Purdue has good factsheet at https://

www.extension.purdue.edu/extmedia/WS/WS-51-W.pdf.  One 

trick to identify it, is that the petiole of the leaf is longer than 

the leaf. 

 

Stacking Hay on a dirt floor:  The question was asked this week about preventing rodents 

from getting in hay that is stacked on a  dirt floor.  In one situation, rats tunneled underneath the 

pile and came up to infest it. This is an example of the concept “integrated” being critical to the 

“pest management”.  Again, a very good website for vertebrate control is at www.icwdm.org, 

that has some excellent factsheets.  The following points were made in an email discussion with 

field crop professionals across New York: 

 Do not use pallets; they will create a better habitat for rats One person uses a thick layer of 

pea gravel.  I suggest #2 crushed stone (3” minimum). It is angular and packs together. 

 Control begins outside the barn: reduce hay/feed piles, tall grass (especially around the 

building), any hiding places (stacked materials), any habitat outside the barn. 

 Get cats or the right dog.  Feed cats only in the morning so that they hunt at night. 

 Rat traps work (snap type with the right bait, choose by trial and error) 

 For straw, all the grain must be threshed out, so no kernels are in the bales. 
 Rodents may still enter from on top of the ground.  Effective barriers are needed. 

 

Corn:  Planting is underway.  I took soil temperatures, at 4” deep, on Wednesday, May 14.  It 

was the afternoon, sunny, and 79O F air temperature. 
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 73O in a new seeding, sandy loam. 

 61O in a rye field, sandy loam 

 62O at 4” & 68O at 2” in unplowed corn stubble, sandy loam 

 78O at top of ridge & 68O at bottom of ridge in a chisel plowed field  

 74O at 2” & 68O at 4” in a silt loam field, plowed & planted to corn 

Soil temperatures lag behind the air temperature by a couple hours.  The question is how cold 

will it be at night.  For corn, we do not want temperatures to be less than 50O for  long. 

 Keep an eye out for black cutworm.  Trap catches are high in PA and the Midwest.  If 

they move up on today’s storm, we could see damage in a week or two. 

 

Alfalfa and Grass:  Native orchardgrass is heading out and should be cut as the weather per-

mits.  Other  grasses are moving along and should be cut the beginning next week as the weath-

er permits, if you want top quality.  Seed heads will be more than 4” above the ground 

(wrapped up inside the stem), so when you mow, most will be removed and not show up in sec-

ond cutting.  Fesuce, bromegrass, and ryegrass will head out next, followed by timothy. 

 If you need less of a feed quality, wait until the end of May.  Kevin Ganoe and Dale 

Dewing monitor the fiber of grasses and alfalfa each spring.  On May 13, they were finding 

grasses mostly in the range of 45% to 50% neutral detergent fiber (NDF).  For top quality, 

grasses should be 50% NDF (see Kevin’s comments below). 

 For alfalfa, it takes 700 growing degree days (base 40O) to reach the desired 40% NDF 

(28” tall in the bud stage).  If your field is stressed, you may want to let it get more mature so 

that the alfalfa is not weakened more. 

 Alfalfa weevil adults are active and small larvae are present.  I saw very low numbers. 

 

1st Cutting Forage Quality Update—Kevin Ganoe, Central NY Field Crop/Dairy Team 

 We have begun monitoring of 1st cutting for quality this year. If you are not familiar 

with our procedures we use alfalfa height to predict Neutral Detergent Fiber (NDF) for alfalfa, 

alfalfa/grass mixed and grass stands. Alfalfa height has proven to be a reliable indicator of NDF 

values in the field. Here are numbers that are helpful when using alfalfa and grass height as an 

indicator of NDF content: 

 In general we say 100% grass stands should be cut when nearby alfalfa is 14 inches tall to 

achieve the desired 50% NDF. 

 Begin cutting 50/50 mixed alfalfa and grass stands when nearby alfalfa is 22 inches tall for 

the desired 44% NDF. 

 Begin cutting 100% alfalfa stands when alfalfa is 28 inches tall for the desired 40% NDF. 

 The desired NDF for all grass fields is 50%, 50/50 mixed alfalfa and grass fields is 

44%, and pure alfalfa stands is 40%. Predicted days to cut are based on daily NDF increases for 

grasses of 1% point, 50/50 mixed stands of .8% points and alfalfa of .5% point. Typically NDF 

increases about 0.8 to 1.2/day for grasses expecting the lower end of that range in cooler weath-

er and the higher end in warm. Alfalfa NDF increases about 0.4 to 0.7/day again figuring the 

lower end of that range with cool temperatures and the higher in warm. Predictions are adjusted 

for the coming week’s weather and right now we are assuming normal growth.  

 

Pastures:  Kentucky bluegrass is heading out.  Machine harvest any bluegrass pastures that 

have not been grazed yet and are likely not to see animals in the next few days.  When pad-

docks get ahead of you, change your rotation schedule by machine harvesting un-grazed pad-
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docks, and moving animals into paddocks with the appropriate 

forage height and that had adequate rest. 

 Grazing height will favor some forage species and slow 

down others.  Grasses need some leaf blade left to capture sun 

and quickly regrow.  Grazing down to 1”, favors ladino (& white 

clover), and stunts the grass.   

 

Small Grains:  Winter rye is just beginning to head out.  For 

forage, now is the time to cut.  Triticale is just a couple days be-

hind rye in maturity.  So, for top quality, get it during the next 

weather window.  It will need wilting for decent fermentation, 

but do not let it sit long in the field.  Small grains harvested in 

the soft dough stage are at the proper moisture for silage, 65% 

moisture, and have the maximum starch, but lower fiber digesti-

bility. 

 

 


