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Adam T. Smith  
Office Hours:  M 8:30-11:00 
Haskell 205  
atsmith@uchicago.edu  
 

Fall Quarter 2008 
Social Sciences 111(sec. 02) 

T/TH 10:30-11:50 
Cobb Hall 101 

 

Elizabeth Fagan (intern) 
Office Hours: Th 3-4, F10-11 

Plum Café (Stuart Hall) 
egafagan@uchicago.edu

 

POWER, IDENTITY, AND RESISTANCE 
 
 This seminar, part of the Common Core in the Social Sciences, examines key 
conceptual foundations of the social sciences, focusing on the analytical tools for 
investigating relations of power within the public arena.  This quarter, we explore the 
ways in which influential theorists have conceptualized the relationship between politics 
and economy.  We will be primarily concerned with the following questions: What is the 
relationship between the economic organization of a society and its political institutions? 
What is the role of the individual in society? What is the role of government in the 
economy and in society? How are needs and desires satisfied, constrained, and/or created 
by such historically evolving institutions as the market, state bureaucracy, and 
organizations of civil society? Are markets the only viable option in organizing economic 
life? Are there alternative ways of coordinating economies and societies? How is the 
division of labor in society created, maintained, and altered? What kinds of consequences 
does the extension of the division of labor in history have for human beings and society, 
in terms of such concerns as individual fulfillment, economic growth, social justice, and 
technological development? What is the relationship between an economic system and 
the ways in which humans make sense of and feel in the world? 
 While these questions and themes could be explored through a variety of readings, we 
will concentrate on three primary intellectual traditions: a liberal economic tradition 
(represented by Adam Smith’s The Wealth of Nations and Theory of Moral Sentiments), a 
critical Marxist tradition (represented by the writings of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels), 
and a sociological/anthropological tradition (represented by Emile Durkheim and Marcel 
Mauss).   
 The goals of this course are to help you develop the skills necessary to critically 
engage contemporary social and political problems, to teach you how to read theoretical 
texts in the social sciences, and to promote your skills of argumentation and expression in 
both oral and written formats.  
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING 
 

A. PARTICIPATION 
This class is a seminar which means that we will explore the ideas and texts of the quarter 
collectively through discussion and response.  Attendance and participation are thus 
mandatory; your grade will suffer if you miss classes or fail to actively participate in the 
class discussion.  Students are expected to be conversant with the assigned readings and 
should be prepared to participate in class discussions by offering critical commentary on 
the texts, raising questions and concerns, and engaging in dialogues with one another as 
we attempt to analyze and make sense of the readings.  I will be calling on students to 
elucidate portions of the texts, so you will be expected to have not only read the assigned 
materials, but reflected on them as well.  As we will see, there are multiple ways to 
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approach the questions listed in the course description; therefore, there is never one 
correct answer.  Discussion is intended to help us to understand the texts. Class 
participation will comprise 10% of your final grade.  
 
B. ORAL PRESENTATIONS 
Each student will be required to present on the reading once during the quarter.  
Presentations should be limited to 10 minutes and should include a brief summary of the 
main points, what you view as the strengths and weaknesses of the reading, a suggestion 
of an application of the material to a real-life situation or problem, and some questions 
for group discussion.  You should NOT spend your presentation summarizing the text nor 
should you go page by page through the reading.  We will have all read the material and 
do not need a recitation.  Instead, presentations should focus on the 3-4 key issues, 
possible critical responses, and points that require discussion and clarification.  Oral 
presentations will comprise 10% of the final grade.  If you miss your presentation without 
having been excused in advance, you will receive a zero. 
 
C. MEMOS 
Four short memos will count another 20% toward your final grade.  We will divide the 
class in half so that each student will write one memo every other week.  The due dates 
by group are indicated on the class schedule.  Memos will be due via e-mail to both the 
instructor and the teaching intern by the date listed on the schedule.  It is your 
responsibility to get your memo to us on time.  I will make no exceptions on these due 
dates and late memos will not be accepted.  Your memos should be short—no more than 
one page (single-spaced).  In them, you should make a few comments about the readings 
and raise AT LEAST two questions for discussion and exploration.  For example, you 
might criticize a point made by the author, reflect on how the author’s argument relates to 
a contemporary issue, provide an alternative way to think about an issue raised by the 
author, or write other comments that engage with that day’s readings.  Your questions 
might point to an area where you disagree with the author or where you think the author 
is unclear.  But you will need to detail exactly why you think the author does not make a 
point effectively.  I will use these memos to help shape our discussions, so the comments 
and questions you raise are a valuable way for you to indicate difficulties or questions 
with the readings.  These memos should NOT summarize the readings.  You should use 
the memos as a way to systematize your reflections on the arguments pursued in our 
texts, preparing you to participate in class discussions.  You should bring a copy of your 
memos to class as I may ask students to read comments or questions from them.  Your 
memos will be evaluated according to the depth of insight and questioning they display.   
 
D. PAPERS 
Lastly, you will prepare three 5-page papers during the quarter (double-spaced, each 
counting 20% toward your final grade). I will hand out questions approximately one 
week to ten days before the due date. Due dates are indicated on the class schedule. Late 
papers will be penalized one grade point for each day past the deadline. I will give 
extensions only in extreme emergencies; problems must be raised with me IN 
ADVANCE of the due date.  Your papers should be more formal engagements with 
issues raised by the texts and thus must employ the techniques and language of 
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expository writing.  In your papers, be sure to note the sources of ideas that are not your 
own. You should cite direct quotes from the text, but use such quotes sparingly, only to 
support your own argument. You must cite the author even when you are paraphrasing 
(rather than directly quoting) his/her ideas.  For specific statements on grading and 
academic honesty, see: 
http://www.uchicago.edu/docs/studentmanual/academicpolicies.shtml.  For help in citing 
scholarly works, see: http://www.lib.uchicago.edu/e/using/instruct/citation.html.  

 
TEXT BOOKS 

 
We will be reading the following texts during the course of this quarter: 

Adam Smith, The Wealth of Nations (University of Chicago Press or Liberty Fund). 

Adam Smith, Theory of Moral Sentiments (Liberty Press). 

Robert W Tucker, The Marx-Engels Reader (Norton). 

Emile Durkheim, The Division of Labor in Society (Free Press). 

Marcel Mauss, The Gift (Norton). 

Page numbers for readings from the Wealth of Nations have been provided for both the 
Chicago Press (CP) and Liberty Fund (LF) editions.  All of these texts are available at the 
Seminary Co-Op Bookstore, 5757 S. University Ave., under Social Sciences 111 and 
should also be on reserve at the Regenstein library. 
 
The Rousseau and Aristotle readings are available through the course Chalk site. 
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES 

 
WEEK ONE 
Tue. Sept. 30 Introduction. 
Thu. Oct. 2 Aristotle Politics  

Book 1: Parts I-III, VIII-XIII; 
Rousseau, J.-J. “A Discourse on Political Economy”  
 Pp. 285-294, 298, 302-309, 311-314, 316-318, 320, 322-324, 327-330. 

 
WEEK TWO 
Tue. Oct. 7 The Wealth of Nations 

Vol. 1, Book IV: CP p. 449  
 [LF p. 428]; 
Vol. 1, Book I: CP pp. 1-27, 32-38, 53-61  
 [LF pp. 10-38, 44-51, 65-71]; 
Vol. 1, Book II: pp. 291-293, 351-371  
 [LF pp. 276-278, 330-349]. 

 
GROUP 1: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Oct. 8 

 
Thu. Oct. 9 The Wealth of Nations 

Vol. 1, Book I: pp. 62-82, 88-93, 98, 111-133, 136-40(top)  
[LF pp. 72-91(§27), 96(§36)-101(§47), 105, 116-136(§5), 
138(§12)-142(§19)]. 

 
WEEK THREE 
Tue. Oct. 14 The Wealth of Nations 

Vol. 1, Book I: pp. 144-145, 150-152(top), 157-160, 275-278  
[LF pp. 145(§27)-146(§33); 151(§41)-152(§45); 156(§58)-159]; 

Vol. 1, Book IV: pp. 474-495  
 [LF pp. 452-472]; 
Vol. 2, Book IV: pp. 159-61, 179-181  

[LF pp. 642-644(§4), 660(§48)-662]; 
Vol. 2, Book V, pp. 228-238, 243-246, 282-286  
 [LF pp. 705(§38)-717(§15), 722-725(§5), 758(§1)-763(§13). 

 
GROUP 2: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Oct. 15 

 
Thu. Oct. 16 The Wealth of Nations 

Vol. 2, Book V, pp. 298-309, 314-315, 320-322 
 [LF pp. 777-788, 792(§8)-794(§9), 798-799]. 

The Theory of Moral Sentiments 
Pp. 9-19,109-117, 127-139 (including the long footnote on pp. 128-

130), 156-161, 212-218. 
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1ST PAPER DUE MONDAY OCT. 20 BY 3PM 
ANTHROPOLOGY MAIN OFFICE (HASKELL 119) 

 
WEEK FOUR 
Tue. Oct. 21 Theory of Moral Sentiments 

Pp. 50-66, 78-86, 152-156, 179-187, 161-170, 176, 227-234. 
 

GROUP 1: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Oct. 22 
 
Thu. Oct. 23 The Marx-Engels Reader 

Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy, pp. 3-6;  
Working-Class Manchester pp. 579-585;  
Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, pp. 66-81. 

 
Movie Screening: Matewan (dir. John Sayles, 1987)  

 
WEEK FIVE 
Tue. Oct. 28 The Marx-Engels Reader 

Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, pp. 81-105.   
Wage Labour and Capital, pp. 203-217. 

 
GROUP 2: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Oct. 29 

 
Thu. Oct. 30 The Marx-Engels Reader 

The German Ideology part I, pp. 149-166, 172-176. 
 
WEEK SIX 
Tue. Nov. 4 The Marx-Engels Reader 

Capital Vol. I, pp. 302-312, 319-361. 
 

GROUP 1: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Nov. 5 
 
Thu. Nov. 6 The Marx-Engels Reader 

Capital Vol. I: pp. 361-367, 372-417, 422-424. 
 

2ND PAPER DUE MONDAY, NOV. 10 BY 3PM 
ANTHROPOLOGY MAIN OFFICE (HASKELL 119) 

 
WEEK SEVEN 
Tue. Nov. 11 The Marx-Engels Reader 

Manifesto of the Communist Party, pp. 469-500.   
 

GROUP 2: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Nov. 12 
 
Thu. Nov. 13 The Division of Labor in Society 

Pp. xxi-xxx, 1-8, 11-30. 
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WEEK EIGHT 
Tue. Nov. 18 The Division of Labor in Society 

Pp. 31-88. 
 

GROUP 1: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Wednesday, Nov. 19 
 
Thu. Nov. 20 The Division of Labor in Society  

Pp.101-141, 179-199. 
 

Movie Screening: On the Waterfront (dir. Elia Kazan, 1954)  
 

WEEK NINE 
Tue. Nov. 25 The Division of Labor in Society 

Pp. xxxi-lix, 200-217, 229-242, 291-308, 329-341. 
 
Thu. Nov. 27 NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 
 
WEEK TEN 

GROUP 2: Memo due via e-mail by 8:00pm, Monday, Dec. 1 
 
Tue. Dec. 2 The Gift 

Pp. 5-18, 33-48, 63-83. 
 

3RD PAPER DUE MONDAY DEC. 8 BY 3PM 
ANTHROPOLOGY MAIN OFFICE (HASKELL 119) 


